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T*he Bible. ''''More mhchievotis u/henjirst 
translated than it is at present : still 
hurtful to afew^ hut beneficial to many. 
''•^Opinion that the domestic Use of the 
Scriptures would 7iot be ihjiiriouf in Spain,' 

Tlhb first person who translated the Bible 
Into English was WicklifTe^ the father in 
heresy of John Hus, Jerome of Prague, 
and the Bohemian rebels, and thus the au- 
thor of all the troubles in Germany. His 
bones were by sentence of the Council of 
Constance, dug up, and burnt, and the ashes 
thrown into a river, near Lutterworth, in 
VOL. uu B 
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the province of Leicestershire. The river 
has never from that time, it is said, flood- 
ed the adjoining meadows : this is capa- 
ble of a double construction ; and ac- 
cordingly, while the heretics say that the 
virtue of his relics prevents the mis- 
chief, the catholics on the other hand 
affirm that it is owing to the merit of 
the execution. 

It was translated a second time under 
Henry VIII. at the commencement of 
the schism, and most of the translators, 
for many were engaged, suffered in one 
place or another by fire. I would not be 
thought, even by implication, to favour 
punishments so cruel, which our age^j 
Vvhen zeal is less exasperated and better 
informed) has disused ; but that the work- 
vAen came to such unhappy end may be 
admilt^d as some presumption that the 
work was not good*. In fact, the trans- 

*D. Ms^nuel antl his confessor have forgotten 
that this miserable argument, which the catholics 
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lation of the scriptulres produced at first 
nothing but mischief. Then was fully 
exemplified what St. Jerome had said so 
many centuries ago. Sola scripturarum 



«re ready enough to advance when it serves their 
purpose, is equally applicable to all their own mar- 
tyrs, and to the Apostles themselves. It may not 
be amiss to subjoin here the fme account of the 
death of one of these men, John Rogers, prebend 
of St. Paul's, whose martyrdom is thus alleged as si 
proof of his having deserved it : 

^' He might have escaped^ and had many motives^ 
as his wife and ten children, his friends in Ge]> 
many, where he could not want preferment, &c. 
But being once called to answer in Christ^s cause, 
he woutd not depart, though to the hazard of his 
life : from his own. house he was removed by Bon- 
ner to Newgate amongst the thieves and murder-* 
ers : he was examined by the Lord Chancellor and 
the rest of the Councell, and by them was re^ 
committed to prison : he was much pressed to re- 
cant ; but, stoutly refusing, was first excommunj[<« 
ca^ed and degraded, and then condeumed : after 
which he desired that his wife (to whom he had 
been married eighteen y^ars^ and by whom hie 
B3 
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ars esiy quam sibi omnes passim Judkani^ 
Hone gamda anuSy hanc delirus senexp 
kmcsophista verbosus, hanc universi pr€e* 

had ten chiklreny and she heing a stranger) might 
be admitted to come to him whilst he lived : but 
Stephen Gardener, thea Lord Chancellor^ would 
bj no means suffer it. February the fourth, Anno 
Christ! 1555, he was warned to prepare for 
death befbre he rose : * If it be so,' said he, ' I 
need not tie my points :' and so he was presently 
had away to Bonner to be degraded, of whom he 
earnestly requested to be admitted to apeake with 
his wife, but could not prevail. From thence he was 
carried into Smithfield ; where scarce being per- 
mitted to speake to the people, he briefly persua- 
ded them to perseverance in that truth which he 
had taught them, which also he was now ready to 
seale with his blood : then was«i pardon profered 
to him, if he would recant, but he utterly refused 
it: his wife, with nine small children, and the 
tenth sucking at her breast, came to him ; but this 
sorrowful sight nothing moved him ; but in the 
flames he washed 4iis hands, and with wonderful! 
patience took his death; all the peopjp exceedingly 
rejoyciug at his constancy, and praising God f©r 
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sumuni, lacercmi^ decent y cmte qtiam dif^ 
cant. There seemed to be no end to the 
TnuUi plication of heresies^ and the divi- 
sions aud subdivisions of schism. Yoa 
remember Feyjoo's story of the En- 
glish house which contained within itr 
self three distinct churches, the whofe 
fitmily consisting of only father, mo^er 
and son. Beltarmtne relates one equally 
curious which he heard from a witness 
of the fact. The heretical priest was 
reading in his church, as is customary, 
a portion of the English Bible, and it 
happened to be the twenty^fifth chapter 
of Ecclesiasticus. ^ All wickedness is 
but little to the wickedness of a woman. 
As the climi^g up a sandy way is to the 
feet of the aged, so is a wife full of words 
to aqoiet man.-**Ofthe woman came the 
beginning of sin, and through her we all 
die.— ^Give the water no passage ; nei- 
ther a wicked woman liberty to gad 
abroad.'^ One of his female auditors safe 
swelling with anger till she coaid bear so 
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more. *'Do you call this the word of 
God ?** §aid she* ^* I think it is the word 
of the devil/' And she knocked* down 
the Bible and left the church* 

]Butthat the free use of a translation 
should do mischief at firsts and more 
especially in those unhappy times^ is no 
/argument against it in the present day. 
You have asked me what is its effect at 
present. I reply to the question with dif* 
fidence, and you must reuiember that 
. what I say is the result of inquiry, not of 
observation. 

How little the unthinking and ignorant 
part of the community understand their 
Scriptures^ and they are the majority of 
every community, you mayjudge by this 
example. The fungus which grows in 
circular groups, is believed here to start 
up in the place where a diminutive race of 
beings dance by night, whom they call 
Fairies, and who in many things, particu- 
larly in their mischievous propensitieSj 
seem to resemble our Duendes. A cler- 
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gymaa was one day walking with one ot 
his parishioners over his fields^ and the 
man observed as he passed one of these 
rings, that the fairies were never seen now, 
as they used to be in old times. — ^^ What 
do you mean by old times ?" — *^ In the 
times of the Scriptures.'' — ^^ Nay/' said 
the priest, ^^ I am sure you never read of 
them in the Scriptures/' — ^' Yea, I do, 
and I hear you read of them almost 
every Sunday at church."— You may con- 
ceive the priest's astonishment — ^*^ Hear 
me read of them ?'* he exclaimed. The 
&ian persisted, — ^^ It is no longer ago than 
last Sunday you read about the Scribes and 
Pharisees.'^ 

. There is another class to whom it is 
pernicious : these are they who having 
zeal without knowledge think themselves 
qualified to explain difficult texts, and 
meddle with the two-edged sword of theo-» 
logical controversy. One man, reading 
that Christ said "My Father is greater 
than V without further consideration be.'* 
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comes an Arikn ; the phrase ^< Son of 
Man'' makesanother a Socinian ; a third 
extracts Carvinism out of St Paul.—* 
There ig a sect called Jumpers^ who run 
out of their conventicles into the streets 
and highways, shouting out *^ Glory 1 
Glory !*' and jumping all the while with 
incessant vehemence till their strength 
is totally exhausted. If you ask the rea^ 
son of this frantic devotion, they quote 
Scripture for it ! — When Elizabeth heard 
the salutation of Mary the most Ij^oly^ 
4be babe leaped in her womb : the lame 
saan whom Peter and John healed at 
the gate of the temple, leaped, and praised 
God ; and David danced before the Ark 1 
These fanatics arc confined to Wales, 
where the people are half savages. 

Many of the higher classes live, as you 
may suppose^ so entirely without God 
in the world, that to them it would be of 
no consequence if the scriptures existed in 
«o other language than the original Greek 
and Hebrew. But in all ranks of soQety 
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there are numbers of persons to whom the 
perusal of God's own word is^ an inesti- 
mable comfort. No book of derotion 
would so certainly fix their attention 5 not 
only because no otber can be regarded with 
Bucfa rcverenqe, but also because none is 
in itself so interesting. It is a pleasure 
to them^ as well as a consolation ; and 
probably some important maxim^ some 
striking example^ nay perhaps even somt 
divine truth, may be thus more deeply 
imprest upon the heart than it otbeiv 
wise would be, especially in a land where 
tiie priest imparts no domestic instruc- 
tions, — his functions being confined to 
the church, and the churchyard. Tn 
sickness^ in sorrow^ and in old age^ 
in resignation under sufferings inflicted^ 
or in thankfulness for blessings vouch- 
safed, they go to their Bible instead of their 
beads^ with humble hearts and perfect 
fwth ; fervently feeling all that they un- 
derstand, and devoutly believing all that 
is above their comprehension. Hiese per^ 

B3 
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.«ons are schismatics^ because they were 
born so; if it was not their misfortune, 
.it would not be their crime ; and I hope 
I may be permitted to hope, that in 
their case the sins of the fathers will not 
be visited upon the children. He who 
has threatened this has promised also to 
show mercy unto thousands in them that 
•love him, — and England has been fruitful 
of saints and martyrs* ^ 

Do I then think, from what the do* 
jnestic use of the Holy Scriptures pro* 
duces in England, that it would be be- 
neficial in Spain ? Speaking with that 
.diffidence which becomes me, and with 
,perfect submission to the Holy Church, 
I am of opinion that it would. St. Je-r 
rome indeed has said. Melius est aliquid 
nescire, qziam cum periculo discere ; and 
St. Basil has compared the effects of the 
Scriptures upon weak minds, to that of 
strong meats upon a sickly stomach. 
But the days of Julian Hernandez and 
Cypriano de Valera are happily over j we 
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have an authorised translation, free from 
perversion j and ^ were it printed in a 
cheaper form, I think much of the good 
which it does in England would be pro- 
duced, and none of the evil. It might 
also have the good effect of supplanting 
some of those books of devotion which sa- 
vour too much of credulity, and do little 
service and less honour to religion. But in 
raying this I speak humbly, and with the 
most perfect submission to authority^ 9 
The English Bible is regarded as one of 
the most beaiiiifwl specimens of the Ian* 
guage, which indeed it fixed. The privilege 
of printing it is restricted to the two uni-- 
Fersities, and the kipg's printer, in order, 
I suppose, to preserve the text correct ; yet 
some impressions once got abroad wherein 
the negative in the seventh commandment 
had been omitted, and it wa& said Thou 
shdlt commit adultery. Means have been 
devised of eluding this excli^ive privilegCj. 
by printing a commentary with the text j: 



and in two magnificent Bibles (the price of 
one was above thirty pieces of eight !) thu 
was so plainly practised as a mere evasion^ 
that the commentary consisted in a single 
line, in every sheet, printed in the smallest 
type/ and so close to the bottom of the 
leaf that it must be pared off in binding* 
These books are truly magnificent, and 
honourable to the state of arts in the coun- 
try. But there is a set of booksellers in 
London, whose main business consists in 
publishing worthless and catch-penny 
works for the ignorant in the country, and 
these have always a great folio family Bi- 
ble^— as they call it — in course of publica* 
tion, ornamented with pitiful engravings^ 
and published periodically, because most 
of the deluded pjeople \vho purchase it 
could not afford to pay for it in any other 
manner. The cover of one of these num« 
bers was wrapt round some trifling article 
which I bought the other day at a station-* 
«r'8 : it professed to render the most diffi« 



cult passages clear and familiar^ to rectify 
mistranslations^ reconcile the doubtful^ fix 
the waverings confound the Infidel^ esta- 
blish the peace and happiness of Christian 
families in this worlds and secure their 
eternal salvation in the neit ! 
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Curiosity and Credulity of the English.-'^ 
The Wild hidian Wortmn. — The Large 
Child. — The Wandering Jew.— The 
Ethiopian Savage. — The Great High 
German Highter-Flighter. — The Learn^ 
ed Pig. 

My mornmg'^s walk has supplied me witb 
two instances of English credulity. Pass- 
ing through St. George's-fields I saw a 
sort of tent pitched, at the entrance of. 
which a fellow stood holding a board in 
his hand, on which was painted in large 
letters *' The Wild Indian Woman.'* — 
*^What," said I to my companion^ '* do you 
catch the savages and show them like wild 
beasts ? This is worse than even the slave- 
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trade P' ^^ We will go in and see/* said he* 
Accordingly we paid our sixpence each, 
and^ to our no small amusement, found 
one of the lowest order of the worst kin4 
of women, het face bedaubed with red an4 
yellow, her hair stuck with feathers, drest 
in cat skins, and singing some unintelU«^ 
gible gibberish in the true cracked voice 
of vulgar depravity^ A few passers-by^ 
as idle and more ignorant than purselveSi 
who had in like manner been taken in, 
were gazing at her in astonishment, and 
listening open-mouthed to the rogiie who 
told a long story how she came from thQ 
wilds of America, where the people are 
heathen folk and eat one another^ — We 
had not gorie a mile further before anotheu 
showman, with a printed paper on bi% 
show-board, invited our attention again— i 
*^ To he seen here, the surprising Large 
Child*" This was a boy who seemed tQ 
be about four years old } and because he. 
was stupid, and could only articulate a few 
words very imperfectly, his parents swore 
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he was only of eighteen monthtH-and were 
showing him for a prodigy. 

A few years ago there wasa fellow with 
a long beard in London, who professed 
himself to be the Wandering Jew. He 
did not adhere to the legend^ which was 
of little consequence, as his^visitors were 
not likely to be better informed than him» 
self, — but laid claim to higher antiquity 
than the Jerusalem ^hoe-maker, and de* 
clared tjiat he had been with Noah in the 
ark, Noah, he said, had refused to take 
him in ; but he got in secretly, and hid 
himself among the beasts, which is the 
reason why his name is not mentioned in 
Ae Bible ; and while he was there the he- 
goat had given him a blow on the fore- 
head, the mark of which was visible to 
this day. Some person asked him which 
country he liked best of all that he had 
▼kited in his long peregrinations : he an- 
swered *^ Spain," as perhaps a man would 
have done 'who had really seen all the 
world, Btit it was remarked as rather ex- 
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traordi&aiy that a Jew should prefer the 
country of thelnquimtion. ^^ God blesd you, 
sir !'' replied the ready rogue, shaking his 
bead and smiling at the same time, as if 
at the error of the observation,—*'* it wals 
long before Christianity that I was last in 
Spain, and i shall not go there again till 
long after it is ail over P' 

Any thing in England will do for a 
thow. At one of the provincial &iirs 
J. saw a shaved monkey exhibited for a 
Pairyj and a shaved bear in a check waist« 
coat and trowsers sitting id an armed chahr 
as an. Ethiopian savage. The utinattiral 
position to which the poor animal bad 
been tor^red, and the accursed bratalily df 
bis keeper, a woman, who sate upon h» 
lap, put her arm round hisiieck, and called 
him husband and sweet-heart and kissed 
him, made this, he says, the most hideouft 
and disgusting sight he had ever witnessed, 
A fellow at one of these fairs once exhi- 
bited a lai^e dragon-fly through a magni- 
fying glass, as the Great High Germaa 
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• Highter-FHghter. But the most extra- 
ordinary instance of witty impudence and 
biind curiosity which I have ever heard of^ 
occurred at Cirencester in the pj'ovince of 
Gloucestershire, where a mam showed for 
a penny apiece, the fork which belonged 
to the knife with which Margaret Nichol- 
son attempted to kill the King. 

/ Nothing is too absurd to be believed by 
the people in this countrj* Som^ time 
ago there was a woman who went abou^t 

-showing herself for money, with a story 

-that she had been pregnant three years. 
There was something extraordinary coa- 
cernmg this impostor ; for the house in 
which she lived, which stood upon the 
shore in the province, or shire as it is called 
of Sussex, had no other walls or roof than 
laths and brown-paper pitched over^ It 
had stood three years without injury, when, 
the person who related this to me saw il. 
In the last reign* the whole kingdom was 

* This circumstance happened in the latter end 
•f the reign of George L— Te« 
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astonished by a woman who 4)retendeil to 
breed rabbits^ and the king's surgeons were 
appointed by the state to examine her.«— ^ 
Many persons are. living who can remeni- 
her when the people of London went to 
fee a man get into a quart bottle. This 
trick was practised for a wager, which somo 
one who knew the world ventured upon 
its credulity ; but as impudent a one wa$ 
played off by a sharper in the city of Bris- 
tol at a later period. He promised to make 
himself invisible, collected a company of 
spectators, received their money for admit- 
tance^ appeared on the stage before them^ 
urid saying, *^Now, gentlemen and ladies, 
you see me/* — opened a trap-door and 
descended, and ran off with his gains. 

Any thing that is strange, or that 18 
called strange, a tall man or a short man, 
a Goitre or an Albino, a white negro or 
|L spotted tiegro, which may be made at any 
time with little difficulty and so pain, 4 
great ox or a fat pig, no matter what the 
wonder be, and no matter how monstrqui 
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or how disgutting^ it will attract crowds 
in England. There was a woman bom 
without arrns^' who made a good livelihood 
by writing and cutting paper with her toes. 
One family support themselves by living 
in a travelling cart, made in the ^hape of 
the vessel wherein the English boil water 
for their tea, the spout of which is the 
ehimney. The learned pig was in his day 
a far greater object of admiration to the 
English nation than ever was sir Isaap 
Ifewton. I met a person once who had 
Kved next door to the lodgings of this 
erudite swine, and in a house so situated 
that he could see him at his rehearsals* 
He told me he never saw the keeper beat 
him ; but that, if he did not perform hi» 
lesson well, he used to threaten to take 
©flF his red waistcoat, — for the pig was 
proud of his dress. Perhaps even Solomon 
himself did not conceive that vanity was 
So universal a passion. 

Yet from this indiscriminate curiositf 
some general good arises. Natural history 
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has been considerably improved by the 
opportunities afforded of examining rare 
animdsy which would not have beea 
brought from remote countries for the 
mere purposes of science. Posture-mastera 
and stone*eaters have demonstrated strange 
and anomalous powers in the human body | 
and die docility of animals^ which has llraa 
been practised upon for the sake of imme-* 
diate gain, may one day be applied to bet- 
ter and more important purposes. Ani- 
mals have no natural fear of man z-— the 
birds .on a desert island are as fearless as 
they were in Paradise^ and suffer him to 
approach till he knocks them on the head. 
The power of the Eastern jugglers, who by 
SL song call forth the serpents from their 
holes, is not more wonderful than that 
which has been acquired over bees in 
England. The horse of the Arab is as 
well domesticated, and as affectionately 
attached to -his master, as the dog of the 
European. The cattle from one end of 
Afric<|lo the other are ender the most per* 
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f€Ct obedience to their keeper; a boy will 
eollect a herd of a thousand by hii whistle: 
by this easy language they are made to 
attack an armed enemy as readily as to 
come to their milker ; and they have thus 
Overthrown soldiers who had conquered 
the elephants of the East and the cavalry 
of Europe. When man shall cease to be 
the tyrant of inferior beings he may truly 
become their lord. 
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Newspapers. — Their Mode of falsifying 
Intelligence. — Puffs. — Advertisements. 
"^Reviews y and their mischievous Effects*^ 
''^Magazines • — Novels. 

I HAVE adhered strictly to JJ» advice re- 
specting the literature of this Gountryy and 
sUowed myself to read noching but con- 
temporary publications, andiuich works as 
relate to my objects of immediate inquiry, 
most of which were as little known to him 
as to myself. He smiles when I briiig 
home a volume of Quaker history, or Swe» 
denborgian theology5 and say9 I am come 
here to t^ll him what odd things there are 
in England. It is therefore onjy of that con- 
temporary and perishable literature which 
1 
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affefcts atid shows the character of the na- 
tion that I shall speak. 

Of this the Newspapers fA-m the most 
important branch. They differ in ahnost 
every respect from out* diaries, and as much 
in appearance as in any thing, being printed 
in four columns upon a large folio sheet. 
Some are published daily^ some twice^ 
spme thrice a week/ some only on San- 
dys, Some come out in the morning, 
some in the evening; the former are chief- 
ly for London, and one is regularly laid 
upon the breakfast table, wet from the 
press^' The revenue which they produce is 
almost incredibly great. At the com*. 
jBiencement of the American war the price 
was twopence. Lord North laid on a tax 
of a halfpenny, observing, with his charac« 
t/erf6tic good humour, that nobody would 
begrudge to pay a half penny for the. pleasure 
of tibusing the minister. This succeeded 
so "^tlk fliat another was sbon imposed, 
maftfiig the price threepence, which price 
Mr.. Pitt bag doubled by repeated duties j 



yet the number printe4 is at least foar-foli 
what it was before they were t^ixed at all. 

Of those papers for which- there is the 
•greatest sale^ -from four to five thousand 
are printed* ilis not an exaggerated cal- 
<:ulation to suppose that every paper haa 
five readers^ and that there are 250^000 
"people in England who read the news 
every day and converse upon it. In feet, 
after the ^ How do you do?' and the stata 
. of the weather^ the news is the next topic 
4n order tif conversation^ and sometimes it 
even takes place of cold^ beat, rain^ or 
sunshine. You will judge then ihatiha 
newspapers must be a powerful politics^ 
engine* The ministry have alwajra the 
greater number under their direction, in 
which all their measures are defended^ 
their successes exaggerated, thehr disaateft 
concealed or palliated, aid die moat flit* 
tering prospects constantly held ovt to At 
people. This system was carried to t pHi 
length during the late war. Iftheanmm 
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pf the Freoch who were killed in the mi* 
nisterial newspapers were summed \xp, thejr 
^vould be found equal to all the males in 
<the country, capable of bearing arms* 
Kor were these manufacturers of good 
^ews conteiHed with daying their thou- 
'sands;; in the true style of bombast, they 
would sometimes assert that a Republican 
army had been not merely cut to pieces,**-*- 
but annihilated. On the other hand, the 
losses of the English in their continental 
^expeditions were as studiously diminishett 
-:Truth ws^s indeed always to be got at by 
^bfne who lotted for it; the papers in 
!(h$ oppdsite interest tbld all which their 
<lf)pQ^^tB concealed, and mi^nified <m 
/their aide to gratify, their partisans. The 
^yg<U$h;have a marvellous faeuUy of be^ 
ii«vil9g what tb^^y )^i«h, and nothing else ; 
^: jmm »nd' yaars did they believe thai 
j^ncQiyi^feoif the brink of ruin; now the 
tl^^iiipiweht ^as to be oi'ertbrown for waot 
iM^WSP^^^i ^^^ ^y f&Q^itie^ tiow by thr 



•Ufe of their fimnecs. Thp ItoyvfisU ia tig 
Vepdie wete a tiever-fiulingtource ©f h»pc; 
A constant c(M)i«nunicatioB wa« fept up' 
wkh them from t$ome of ttie little iskiids ' 
ontbe eo^ut vlych are in pouesaionof tl)« 
EogUdi, frimi wheoee tbey Ofew supj^iwl 
with money and arna; and the Republican 
commander in the ^iwJlict u>e4 to farm o»t" 
the fpi.»>l«gi of going to dine wkh tU 
Eogliah goweraor, and reoewing Bubsidie* 
*fMn him ! Con«taM disappofetment has 
p Uttle eifeat upon an EngH»h politician 
•8 upon ao alchemiet. 'Quedvidt, c^U; 
^liiod-rtm Wilt, *o» ctjBdk i be chuses to Jbi 
deceiwdj-not 4a be tdd Swftfei he does not 
wisfe to heafj-aod't© hfave afl go^ newstoag- 
«ifi«d, Ukc Ijie Hidaigft, whp'put on spefctAi 
<!le8 when kM'at$r'«heHieib ib<ririke fh«a 
«ein tilt ftn^V A. s«»unch wiitiisteri/rfist 
fcefieve&<«vfl*^lfc)^pha* *» aewapapet 
' tells Mm, :an**7*fe !4iis iMf«»ri»ation and 
Vw o|»ni«n« 4rith'-the utn««t confWenefe 
*xmi apar«gW»pb-m.w*r, wl.0 is paidfof 

ftitfUyiiig tfeoAe aft*l»iideadirlgthe:o«ier. 
c 8 



iCephAleonomaficy,, or the art of divinat^ 
by aa aas's head^ is a apecies^ of art Haagie 
Vfbich still flourishes in England* 

PubltcoTenta, however^ lorm but a smaH 
part of <lhe 'English newspajiers^ and>the 
miscellaneous contents are truly charac- 
teristic of the freedom and the follies of 
this extraordinary people. In the same 
paper wherein is to be found a political 
essay^ perhaps of the boldest character and 
profoundest reasonings you meet with the 
annals of the world of fashion ; the history 
of n^ lord*s dinner and my lady's ball ; 4 
report that the young earl is about to be 
married^ and that the old countess is lead- 
ing town ', you have the history of horse* 
racesj cock-fights^ and boxing-matches-* 
information that the king hal taken a ride^ 
and the prineess an airing} a ttring of 
punsy and a paragraph of aetndai. Ttieii 
come what are called the pvfs ; that is to 
pay^ advertisements inserted in an unusual 
shape^ so that the reader^ ^o would else 
have passed diem over^ ia taken by sui^ 



priflc. . Tbu0^ for imuuice^ ny eye irm 
eau^t ibis moraiiig with soroethiog about 
the mines of Potosi^ beginning a sentence 
which* ended in the price of lottery tickets. 
Puff- writing is one of the strangf4fades in 
London • A gentleman^ who had just pubr 
Ik^hed-a magnificent wark^ was ealledupoft 
one morning by a person whom he had ne<p 
terseen before.—** Sir/* said the stranger^ 
*' I have taken the liberty of calling on you 
in comequence of your publication. A 
most magnificent book indeed, sir ! — truly 
superb!* — ^honourable to the state of arts 
uk the country,: ^d still more so, sfar, to 
^mx !-^Bat, sir^ • I perceive that you are 
uet quite will acquiiinted with the scictKe 
jof advertising.— rGeqtlenien, sir, likeyou^ 
have not ^ti§i^> to st^idy. these things.. I 
make it .my<^4>ar|icular profession, sir^ 
An. advfirti^^ment ought always to be in 
a tabing forii>i<-^way4 y there should be 
three 1 difiO^rent. on/es to> be ioserted^alter- 
^lately, Sify I fliall be happy to have the 
hpaour oi Irving yau,?--notbbg is to be 
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AtmQ without hkxing the £uacy of the 
publtcr^My leraiB, sir) are kdf-a-gbiaea 
for three/'^ 

Another profestf^ called upon, this 
tame gentleman; and after he had ran 
through the whde rotary of comphments^ 
^ened his bosinesa to thia effeetyp-^Tbat- 
ft work so 9Uperb as the one in question 
must necessarily have itfr ehief sale amomg 
people of fa«hion.r^" Now, sir/' said he^ 
f^I live very much in high Hfej and have 
^ l^t opportunities of promoting its toc« 
eens. I have done a good deal m this way 
for Dr. ■ " ■ ' < I suppose, sir, you allomr 
rentage ?"<*^It proved that be had done a 
great deal for the doctor, for he had receiyed 
above a humlFtd pounds for him, and by 
way of eentage kept the whole. 
'■ The advertisements fil a laofge part of 
fbe paper, geiierally two pages, and it i» 
fe^n)^ these that the main profits both of tha 
reveiiue and the proprietor^ arise* The 
expense of advertising is so great, that to 
ikmounce a Miw bocdc in the regular wftjf^ 



Miounts to 00 less: a amn thm tbirty. 
p<»iQd!i* The greater the sale of a xiei¥s<' 
paper, the more luamerooa these become : 
this renders the paper less'aniitsiiig, ttf 
purchasers full off; the advertisers then 
lessen in their turn ; and .this sort of rising 
and falling is always. g^oii^cH^. A selec- 
tion of these advertisements wouhl form a 
curious book, knd exhibit mach of the 
state of England. Sometimes a gentleman 
advertises for a wife, sometimes a ladj. 
for a husband. latrigues are carried on 
in them, and assignatiosis made ll^tween 
A. B. .and C. D. Sonsetime» a line of 
cyphers appears » Sometimes Ye^^ or No^— 
the single word and nothing more. Al 
this very lime a gentleman 'm ofiering a 
thousand pounds to* SLVty lady who: caflL 
serve him in a delieate af&ir; a lady haa 
answered him, they have had thoir meet«» 
ing) &he does not suit his purpose, and^ 
(enews the offer of his enormous briboir 
which in all probability is meant ad tb^ 
pdee .of some eiioniDOiia v ill any... 
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Pbetry abo oeeasioQally ftppean. Ihavt 
copied from on^ lately an odd epigniS) 
whiclv plays upon the names of the varioua 
papers. 

Alas ! tilad ! the World is ruined quite ! 

The Sun comes oat in the evening 

And never giiFct may light. 

J^oor Albion is no mcve^. 

The E^emagSiar does not ris^ 
And the Trtie BrUon teUs nothing but liestt 

Should they suppress the BritUh Tren 

lliere would be no harm done ; 
There is no hope that the TimetytiSX mend. 

And it would be no matter 

If the Gkibe wcie at an endf . 

Next in importance to theneia'spaper^ 
are the works of periodical criticism, 
which are here called Reviews. Till of 
late years there Were only two of these, 
ivUcb, though generally in the interest 
•f the Dissenters, affected something like 

* The rhymes in this epigram are so defective 
that the translator supposes it must be inaccuratelj 
printed, but be can only copy it as he finds it, ooi 
knowing where to recur to the ociginal,«-Xa. 



impartiality* During < the Ial& war two 
odiers were set up to ejocrciae^a sort of 
ittquiaition ovev books^ which were pub^ 
liflhed, as the publication could not be 
prevented; to denounce such as were ipis* 
cbievous, and to hold t^p their autbora to 
public hatred as bad aul^tsJ Such zeai 
would be truly useful were- ir* directed by. 
that wisdom < whicfa^ caxinot erf; but it t» 
difficult to say* whether the infallible jnto« 
lerance of these heretics be sometimee 
more worthy of contempt or of indig-t 
nation. Of late yeans it Jbas become im^ 
possible to place any reliance upon the opi- 
nkms given by these joumaisi because their 
party spirit now extends to every thing; 
whatever be the subjecl of a book, though 
as remote as possible irom all topics of 
political dissension^ it ia judged of accord«> 
iug to the politics of the author s-^hEk 
instance, one of these journals hasj^iro* 
nounced it to be Jacobinical to read Her 
brew without points. . Tbece btc othor 
reasoof why there is so Uttlp bir crititisih. 

C5 
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Many^ ptrhipfc thfe im^ority^ of tfaese the* 
Miry ccniori tre- authors tii€nndve8> and 
a»Micb^ia no very bigh cstimaiioi:! whk 
tbt publie. Baboons are said to hatra tai 
antipalfay^ to men ; aad tbele> >vbo ire the 
UboQDS of literature^ bave the same tort 
of haired to those whose .superiority thrf 
at ohce feel and deny* You are not bow* 
crer to suppose that tbe general character 
•f these journals is that of undesenred 
severity : Ahey have as many to praise as 
to-blame^ and ti»eir commendations are 
dealt upon the same principIe-*-or want 
of principle«^a8 their censures. £nglandit 
hilt a little jcouotry^ and the communis 
eation between all its parts is so rapid^ the 
men of letters are 00 few^ and the circu^ 
ktion of sodety brings them all so often to 
London, as the heart of. tbe system^ that 
they -am all directly or indirectly known 
(o cBfCb bther i^^^ writcfr is prused because 
he is a friend, or ^a friend's* friend, or be 
mult be condettned for a similar reason. 
Ibr tbe most part the praise of these cn«> 



tics ia mttk and water^ and tbetr censure 
tDur smalNbeer*. Sometimes indeed ihef 
deal ia stcooger maierialft; but then the 
^1 which Flattery lays on is train oil^ apcl 
k stinks : and the dirt which Malevoleiiee 
Arows is oidure^ and: it sttcka to her owiv, 
fingers* 

Such joiutialsy eveii if they were moic. 
konouiably and more honestly conducted^, 
must from thdr very nature be productive 
mther of evil than of goody both to the 
public and to the persons concerned in^ 
them. Many are the readers who do not 
know^ and few. are they who will remem?*^ 
ber^ when they are perusing a criticism, 
delivered in the plural language of autbo*> 
sty^ that it is but the opinion, of one man. 
^pon the work of another^. The publiQ 
are deceived by this style. This however 
ia a transitory evil : the effect of the praise 
•r censure which they can bestow is neces-^ 
^ly shorty and time settles, the quesi ion 

* In the original aguapie^ which is to generous, 
wine what small beer is to ale. As this word could 
not be trao&latedy the ei^uivalent one b;>s been 
used.— Xtt. 
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\^'heQ they are forgotten. A more lasting; 
mischief is, tbat they profess to show the- 
reader that short cut to wisdom and kQow«> 
ledge, which is the sure road to conceit 
and ignorance*. Criticism is to ^ large 
class of men what^candal is to womeny*— 
and women not unfrequently bear their part 
in it ;— 4t is indeed Scandal in masquerade. 
Upon an opinion picked up from these 
journals, upon an extract fairly or unfairly 
quoted, — for the revieiwers iscruple not at 
misquotations, at omissions which alter 
the meaning, or mispunctuatioiia .which 
destroy it, — you shall hear a whole com- 
pany tilk as confidently about a book as if 
they had read it, and censure it as> boldly 
as if they had bestowed as much thought 
upon the ' subject . as the author himself, 
and were qualified, as his peefs, tasit in 
judgment upon him. The effect which 
these journals have produced i8,-^that as 
all who read newspapers are politicians^ 
so. all who read books are critics. 

This species of criticism is injurious to 
the writer; because^ it being understood 
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ihdi the business' of » critic is to pass cen*^ 
furCyhe assiunes a superiority both of infor«- 
mation and ability, which it is no% likely 
that be possesses in either; except over 
such authors as are too insignificant to 
deserve noticcj and whom it is cruel to 
murder -when they are dying. The habit 
of searching for faults, by the exposure of 
which he is to manifest this superiority," 
must inevitably injure such a insin*^» mora^ 
character; he will contemplate his own 
powers with increasing complacency, he 
will learn to take pleasure in inflicting pain^ 
he will cease to look for instruction, he 
will cease to reverence genius, he will 
cease to love truth. Meantime he disguises 
both from himself and the public his 
injuftlice to the Kving, by affecting for 
the dead an admiration which it is not 
possible be can feel} just as the Arian 
persecutors of old worshipped the saints, 
while they ihade martyrs. 

Perhaps the greatest evil which this vile 
custom has occasioned is, that by mak.«^ 
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lag new bookfl one of the most Qiidiaar]r 
toptcft of conversalion^ it bas: made people- 
uegteck all other literature;, so that tbe- 
fHiblicy.as they call theaaseliiresy deriviog.- 
Be benefit from the wisdom o£ tiietr ibre* 
fii^herg, applaud wiih wonder discoreries^ 
which are ptlferedi fronb old. authors oni 
whom ^bejrfuffeiiihe dust to fe lightly^ and 
^re deluded by gophisms^ which hare beeii« 
t hm^Klred times confuted and exposed. 

The Maga^mes are more numerous thatk 
the Reviews^ and. are more i^nteresting be* 
eaiise their use is not so temporary^ and 
men appear in them in their owncharacters f 
tt is indeed interesiiiig to see the varieties, 
of character which they exhibit. The 
Monthly and theGent-Ieman's are the most 
popular: the latter has been established 
about seventy years^ and has thek^eby ao«» 
quired a sort of hereditary rank of whichc 
ii is not likely soon to be dispossessed* 
The greater part of this odd journal it. 
filled with antiquarian papers^-^-and suchi 
papers !>^One gentleman sends a drawing 






of Im putnh chinroh^*— AS mean a batldiog 

pcf hlip» as can be made of alone and ooor- 

tar^ which ia drawn in a moat miserable 

maiiser> and engraved in a waqr quite 

worthy of the subject. With this he 

sends «II the . monumetital . inscriptions ia 

the cfaiHch; this leads to a discossioft 

eonceming^ the families o£ the persona 

there mcBtioned^ though they never 8bo«dd 

have been heard of before. out of the U*, 

Slits of their own parish ;r— who the son 

■Murried^-^whether die daughter died sia- 

g}e» aod other matter of equal interest and 

equal importance. If there be a stone ia 

the church with half a dozen Gothic let^ 

tees legible upon it^ and at respecffiit diW 

Stances from each etber^ he fills up th^ 

gaps by conjecture : a contrpversy is sur» 

lo.^ow^ which is continued till the op** 

poneais grow angry, cavil at each olhcr*^ 

style, and begin to call names; when the 

eduor imerftres, and requests permissiaa 

^ to close the lisu against them.. The only 

liable part is a long list of deaths and 
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iag new books ope of the most oadiiiarjr 
levies 6S conversation^ it bas: made people 
negtect all other literature;, so thai the 
public^ as they call themsdivsy derimg. 
BO benefit {rom the wisdom of Aeir Sate* 
fishers, applfloid wilh wonder discoveries 
which ate pilfered from> old authors on* 
whom they saffenthe dust to lie lightly^ and 
are deluded t^ sophisma which have beea^ 
S hu]»dred times eonfuted and exposed. 

The Magazines aie more numerous thaik 
Ihe Beviews, and are more interesting be* 
cause their use is not so temporary^ and 
men appear in them in their own characters ; 
tt is indeed interesting to see the varieties, 
of character which they exhibit. The 
Monthly and theGentleman's are the most 
popular: the latter has been estabfished 
about seventy 'yeais^ and has thekcby ao«» 
quired a sort of hereditary rank of whick 
il is not likely soon to be dispossessed* 
The greater part of this odd journal ia^ 
fined with antiquarian papers^ — and suclk 
pi4)er5 ! — One gendeman sends a drawing 



of Im f^mh chiiroh^**-«s mcaa a batldbg 
pcvhiipfr as can be made of alone and ator-« 
far^ wbicb ia draws in a moat miserable 
maaiier> and engraved in a waqr quite 
worthy of the aubject. With this he 
sends «ll the . monumetilal < inacriptiona ia 
the cfaumh; this leads to a. discaasioii: 
eonceming^ the families o£ the fiersona 
there mentioned^ though they never sbovdd 
have been heard of before. out of the U^. 
mita of their own parish ;r*^wbo the son 
aoarried^-^whether due daughter died sin- 
gle» and other matter of equal interest and 
equal importance. If there be a stone ia 
the church with half a do^n Gothic let^ 
tecs legible upon it^ and at respecffut dt'^ 
Stances from eadi eilber^ he fills up th^ 
gaps by conjecture : a contipversy is mm 
Io,Iq]1ow5 which is continued till the op** 
ponQEHs grow angry^ cavil at each other^a 
style^ and begin to call names ; when the 
editor interferes^ and requests pernussion 
to close the lists against them.. The oiriy 
idiaableiparl ia a long list of deaths and 



40> um^ hwn . 

marriages^ wherein people look for thr 
^ames of their acquaiatance^ and whiciy; 
irequendy contains suoh singultf facts -of 
human character atidlHinian ecceotricttyt 
Aat a very curious selection might be- 
siade from it. The Monthly is more mb*- 
oelianeous in its contents^ and its cone-* 
spondents aim at higher marks, fiome 
£scttS8 morals and metaphysics^ ethers 
amuse the world- with paradoxss ; aU sorta 
of heretical opinions are started here^ ^pi'^ 
cultural hints thrown out, and querica 
propounded of all kinds^ wise and foolish. 
The best part is a sort of literary and set* 
entific newspaper, to which every body 
looks with interest. There ave many in- 
fcrior magaaines which circidate in a lower 
sphere, and arc seldom seen oiit of it. The 
wheat irom all these publications should 
firom time to time be winnowed^ and the 
chaff thrown away. 

Literature is, like every thing else, a 
trade in England, — I might almost call it 
a mannfactory. One main article is that 



ef Hovels ;-<-take the word in its English 
sense^ and imdepstand it as extending to 
four. voliimesofone< continued tale of love. 
These are manufactured chiefly for women 
ansd soldier-ofiicers. To the latter they 
ea& do uo barm ^ to the former a great 
deal. The histories of chivalry were use* 
hii, beeause they carried the imagination 
into a world of different manners; and 
asany a man imbibed firom ^ thehi Don 
^fXOte'shigbi*mindedness and emulation^ 
without catching his. insanity. But these 
books represent ordinary and contemporary 
manners, and make love the main business 
of lifcj whioh> botb sc^xes at a certain age 
are sufficiently disposed to believe it« They 
ajre doubtless the cause of many rash en- 
gagements and unhappy marriages; Nor is 
tibia the only w^y in which they are mis- 
ebievoos : as dram-drinkers have no ta&tc 
for wine, so.tbey who are accustomed to 
these stimulating stories^ yau^n* over a 
lK)ok of real value. Arid there is^ as much 
time waitod in. talking of Ihenvas in read* 
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itig thenu I have heard a party of ladies 
discuss the conduct of the characters^ in a 
new novel, just as if they were real per* 
soiiages of their acquaintance 

The circulating libraries consume these 
publications. In truths the main demanxi 
for" contemporary literanire comes from 
these libraries, or from private »3«ieties 
indiituted to supply their place, booka 
being now so inordinately expensive thai 
they are chiefty purchased as furniture by^ 
the rich. It is not a mere antithesis to say 
that they who buy books do not read 
them, &nd that they who read tliem do 
not buy them. I have beard of one gen* 
tlettian who gave a bookseller the dimen-< 
sions of his shelves, to fit up his library ; 
and of another, who, giving order* fi>r the 
same kind of furniture, j.ust mentioned 
that he must have Pope, and Shakespere 
and Mihon. *^ And hark'ye," he added, 
^ if either of those fellows should puUfsh 
my thing new, be sure to let mfe have it^, 
fof I choose to have all their ww^lulJ* 
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Accmint of ike Quakers* 

^Tfirs most i^markable sect in Ht&t land nf 
Mc(ari«s 18 unquestionably that of « tb« 
5^idce». They wdar a peculiar ditss^ 
"Which is ki fashion: such as grare peofde 
-wore in the tiole of their foun<ler^ aiid 
always of some sober colour. They never 
tiBcover their beads in salutation, nor in 
their houses of worship ; they have no 
form of worship, no order of priests, and 
they reject ail the Sacraments. In their 
meeting-bouses they assemble and sit in 
silence, unlese any one shoald be disposed 
to speak, in which ease ihey suppose him 
to be immediately moved by the Spirit ) 
and flmy person is permitted to apeakf 
women a» w^ aa men. Those, hovnevoj^: 
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9^ only 4 few of their peculiaritie*. They 
can the days of the w€ek and the months 
accoiding to th«ir nttoaerical order^ faying: 
thai ' their common names are relits of 
idplatry. The En^lish^ instead of address*-^ 
ing each other in the third penlon singular^, 
use the second plural. This idiom the^ 
Quakers reject as the language of flattery 
and falsehood^ and adhere to the stritt 
grammatical form*. They will not take an 
oath; and such .is the opinion of thetf 
moral character, that their affirmation is 
admitted in courts of justice to have the 
same force. They will not pay tithes f 
the priest therefore is. obliged to seize their' 
goods for his dtie. Titey will not bear 
arms, neither^will they be concerned in 
any bianch of trade or. oMnufactory which 
is connected with war, nor in any which 
is-80 dependant upon accident as to partake 
of the nature of gaming. They prohibit 
cai-ds and other games, music,, dancing* 
and the theatre. A drunken Quaker ir 
never seen,, nor a criminal one ever brought 



tathelMur. Tbeit habits of patient and 
unhasardirig indnitry ensure success ; "and 
aocordingiy th«y are^ in- proportion tb 
tbeir noitiberili^ weallliier than anyothtr 
set of people* They support their OWA 
poor^ and take the lead in every pubUc 
charity. What is tmiy extraordinary h, 
that though they seem to -have advanced 
to tbe utsiiosrlifliits of enthusiasm as welf 
as of heresy^ so fiur from being enthusks- 
tie, they are proverbially deliberate and 
pmdent s so icir iFrom being sollen and 
gloomy, as their prohibitions might induce 
yotf to suppose^ Aey ire remarkably ch^er-" 
fol: they are universally admitted to be the 
most respectable sect in England f and 
though they have a church without a priest- 
hood, and a government virithout a head, 
they are perhaps' the best organiised and 
most unanimous society • that ever ez- 
.isted. 

Were it not for their outrageous and 
insufferably beretioalt opinions, it might 
beihou^ fthtt' any government woidd 



glftdlf racopH^ no peaceable^ se motal, 
9»i so induBtri^iu a people. On the coo* 
tmry, though they arc at pre$ent peculiarly 
tmmred by ithe £n^8b iaws, there wa» 
a live when ihey were lAie objects of espe>» 
ciaf persecution. I will eodeavour brieftjp 
tf^ sketch th^ir bist9iy s«^ contains some 
interesting fiols, and laay fiimiah some 
il9portant in&raaoe^. One of the nanf 
xenuMrkable ei9eKi9iaiaQces bdociging la 
Ihia mxHokaUe hbdy h, Ihat though tbef 
are n^w the leasl litenia of all theEngfiah 
aeets^ they possasa metre ample eoUectiims 
«^ tfafeir own ebfircb.hialory than say otfaf 
Christian cfaurcb^ or even than any mik^ 
nAStiQ oider. If !the acts of the Apostks 
had been as folly and &khfully recovdei 
m the acts of the Quakers,- what a worid 
of controversy and confbsioD woidd have 
heenpiexresxiied. 

George Fox, their founder, began im 
jeareer during tlie great rebeUion. There 
fievef was a lime isT wfaiek it oould be 
more egnisahir te gpastiqr. - tlie hera^ 



tical cburch of ikglai^^ by atteisptiisg t# 
assimilate itsdf to the church of Rome, ia 
a few forms^ while it pertinaciously diSbred 
from it in essentials^ .and by peraecuting 
those who sefuaed to flubmit ta those 
foniis^ had provoked a ^resistance wbtck 
ended in its own overthrow« It was tm, 
age of ecclesiastical anarchy. Hypocrisy 
j9^s the reigning rice ; ^e least sincere 
^wiorertheteoat sealoas : jdiscofffanl dqc tcuiias 
,were preached every where^ and prous^and 
hilmble^xirihded men3<3m£zied,by thas«a{iv 
fosiou of toors^ knewnot v(4iicb'io cbusa 
Irhey who in ibis perphsadty; alsttD^aataff 
fiiom any ^ooiBflamiity waki^o oiat^'4htfi 
ihey werci . dtstingttisbtir> by. ithe .Utaineiif 
Seekers, <fcorge rEoysee^isrfir ih Afe^MJi^ 
messed xnuoh of the^aaVe^hsftiiflfqriiciiy 
end tenderness ctf ^ aeflipliioiSl floiiMi^ 
j(if J jEnay .be aUowfd io conipMam^ horSttf 
wilb so glorioii&a Aittt {»;faiB hmtian (}isi«- 
Ijues9)*--^it^.baib^*'si6:: hfifttey*:gnide *so 
follow than hb» '.own natim^^ rtA wnnadcr 
ihat JSy^ was i»i^d« - His ttnifid tan itpmpi 
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religious things wfaea be was but a youth, 
and he ha4 leisure to think of them in the 
solitary employment of keeping sheep. 
At lengthy unable to bear the burthen of 
his thoughts^' he went to one of the here* 
tical priests and laid open to him the state 
of his mind. The priest's advice was that 
he should take tobacco and sing psalms. 

In this uneasy state he abandoned tA 
other pursuits, and wandered about th^ 
cobatry in search of truth, which at last^ 
hy following wholly the feelings of hit 
own heart, he thought he had attained^ 
; bit wanderings he met with many 
fa simifatr'State of -ttncasincss; zni, 
being tiiiia emlipideaedj b^an to fancy 
himiel£ AtfaKly commisstoned to call men 
io repeotwct^-Hi commissi^i which he 
Mil ih IbUoweM soon thought proper to 
fot in eMoitkm. TM? Seal was not at 
first aceompanicd witll discretion; they 
went inta the ehttrchca and interrupted 
thepreachertj—ihere needed not this im- 
prudence to proTokc men who were already 
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Sttfficiently irritated by their doctrineg. 
The priests became tlieir cruel enemies, 
and often instigated the people to fall upoti 
them. The heretics even in their churches 
-used their Bibles to knock down these en- 
thusiasts with; they were beaten down 
with clubs, stoned, and trampled upon, 
and some of them lost their lives. 
/ The Presbyterians during their short 
; tyranny treated them with great rigour, 
bvii their greatest sufferings were after the 
restoration Of the monarchy. No sooner 
had the heretical hierarchy recovered its 
power, than it began to persecute the*di^'^ 
senters with such bitterness as thd* Ran- 
corous remembrance of Us o\^n' injuries' 
excited. Charles willingly pe'ritllued*thig, 
because he dreaded the prilltlcdr opinions 
of .these sectarians ; it Is 'probable, tod, 
thAt as he had been secretly reconciled to 
the true faith, he was not'displeased to 
see a church which 'dared tiot pretend td 
be infallible, pursuing measures ' which 
nothing but infallibility can justify, thus 
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accu^tonQing the people to intolerance^ 
and weakening {leresy : so be protected 
the Cathoircs from the false bishops^ a.nd 
left the sectarians to their tender mercy. 
Other sectarians made use of every artiii<j(B 
to escape ; but it was contrary to the prin- 
ciples of the Quakers to avail themselves 
of any subterfuge ; and their dress, lanr 
guage, and manner made it impossible 
for them to pass unnoticed. The prisons 
were filled with them; the prisons. were 
then dreadful places ; filth, cold and we( 
brought on diseases which were jaggr^vated 
by the uniform brutality of tlje jailors ; 
and in this m^tnner numbers, were dfr 
stLoyed by ibe cowardly cruelty of those 
who were ashamed openly to put tbeni to 
death. , : 

Erroneous as the principles of these p«o* 
pie are, it was impossible that Siiiy fje^n 
«ould lead more blanieless lives, anfl dis* 
play more admirable integrity or more 
heroical self-devotement. George , JFox 
twas more thlan once set at liberty on his 



tetre promise of appearing upon a certain 
day to take his trial, no other security 
being thought needRil ;— more than once 
opportunities of escaping from prison were 
avowedly given him, of which he would 
not avail himself; and a pardon from the 
king offered him, which he refused to 
accept, sayuig, that to accept a pardon^ 
would imply that he had committed a 
crime which needed it. The usual snare 
for them was to tender the oath of supre- 
macyi a test enacted against the Catholics. 
It was in vain that they declared their 
full assent to the vile here^ oi this oath, 
and that they affirmed its substance in 
other words ; the act of swearing was 
insisted upon, and for refusing this their 
property was confiscated, and them- 
selves sentenced to perpetual imprison- 
ment. No injustice^ tio cruelty, ever pro- 
» voked them to anger ; they exhorted their 
persecutors, but never reproached them* 
Instances often occurred of one man's 
offering to si^ffer confinement for another. 

D2 



The principle of selfishness seemed to be 
extinguished among them. Even the in- 
stincts of reSeMtncnt and self-defence^ 
perhaps the mo^t powerftil and deeply- 
rooted in our nature, they had subdued. 
Men who bad borne arms and approved 
their courage in battle, not only submitted 
to insultd and blows themselves, but saw 
their wives and daughters insulted, beaten, 
and trampled upon, without lifting a hand 
to protect or revenge them. It was in 
vain to block up their meeting-houses ; 
they met in the open streets, and in open 
day, though sure that soldiers would be 
there to arrest, and a rabble to assault 
themj and when the parents were cast" 
into prison, the children voluntarily fol- 
lowed their example, held their meetings 
in the like manner, and submitted to the 
same sufierings, with the same quiet and 
unconquerable endurance. 

It is worthy of remark that these excel* 
lent people (as assuredly they were in every 
thin^ not appertaining to the articles of 
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then faith) 5 while tbey were thus persecuted 
by their brother heretics^ were treated by 
the true church with a tenderness which 
it has never shown towards any others. 
Two female preachers who went to Malta 
t© promulgate their opinions, were seized 
tb^re by the Holy Office and confined; 
that they might not pervert others; but 
wbexx it was found impossible to reclaim 
them, they were sel at liberty, and s^nt 
out of the island. A man in his way from 
visiting them landed at Gibralter, which 
was then m our possession, and went on- 
Holy Thursday into the church, white 
tli^ priest waa celebrating mass ;. he took 
gff his cloak and rent it, and appeared in 
sack-cloth ; cried out Repentance thrice in 
a loud voice, and then returned unmolested 
tso.kis ship* One man went to Jerusalem 
to bear his testimony against pilgrimages 
at the Holy Sepulchre 1 Several went to 
Rome to convert the pope, for whom they 
seemed to be particularly concerned; — they 
were safely lodged in the Holy OiSce, per- 
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milted to write as many memorials as ihejr 
pleased to his holiness and the cardinals ; 
and when they had said all that they had 
to say, they were sent out of Italy. With 
this tenderness did the Ch«rch behave fo 
them, while in England they were whipt 
and imprisoned, and in America put to 
death by the Calvinists. 

Even the infidels respected them. A 
wx)man left her family in the hope of con- 
verting the Grand Turk : — he received \it^ 
in his camp, gave her audience, listened 
to her respectfully,, and dismissed heir with 
a safe conduct through hi« dominions. 
A ship, of which the master and the mate 
were Quakers, was taken by the Algerine«, 
who put a party of Moors on board tb 
carry her into Algiers. The crew thooghl 
themselves strong enough ■ to recover the 
vessel, and would have attempted to kilt 
the Moprs j but these men, true to thtfif 
principle of nbt fighting, and not hazard- 
ing human life, refused to assist in regaitt- 
tng tlieir liberty^ except by such means as 



they could couscientiously approve. They 
contiived to secure their >veapofis, and toolc 
possession pf the ship. These people 
pTofcss>also to act up to the Gospel precept 
of returning, good for evil j and in confer- 
piity to this the maaier promised the 
Moors thai they should pot be sold as^ 
ftlaves. They put into Mtijorea, where 
the inlanders to their great astonishment 
found that the prisoners were not to. b^ 
sold : they were pK>ceeding to take thein^ 
by force, but these Quakers actually set 
the Moors loose from their confinement, 
that they might assist 4fl working the ship' 
out of port and escaping. The rascally 
infidels, not in the slightest degree influ- 
enced by this example, attempted twice 
or tbriee to become masters agaiin, and it 
reqiured all the authority and exertions o& 
:tfee Quakers to prevent their men from' 
,kjaockiQg them on the head. At the im- 
mir^eot risque of being recaptured,, they 
fttood over to the Barbary coast and landed 
j^eir prisoiiers ia their own country^. 
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King Charles was' dining in his palace at 
Greenwich when the.vessel came up, and 
iiews was brought him that a Quaker ship 
was just arrived which they had won from 
the Algerines without fighting. The king 
want himself to see it^ and when he had 
heard the story> told the Quakers they 
were fools for letting the Moor% goy — "You 
should have brought them to me/' be 
said. << I thought it better for them/^ 
replied the quaker^ ^^ to be in their own 
country.'' 

One of their tenets is^ that man^ when 
truly born again of the Spirit^ is restored: 
to the state of Adam before the fall ; an 
error which approximates nearer to truths 
than the diabolical heresy of the Cal- 
vinists and Gnostics. It might lead to 
a perilous confidence in those who pre* 
Siumed they had attained to this state ; but 
it must needs produce the best effect upoa 
the feelings and lives of such as are aspir* 
ing to it. The doctrine of inspiration i& 
snore dangerous^ but the tenet which ibr^ 
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bids all violence prevenls those evil conse- 
quences which it might else occasion,— 
The Quakers w^re always ready to carry a 
message from the Lord> but they never 
thought of delivering it upon the- point of 
a <tagger. An individual now and then ap- 
peared in sackcloth, crying Repentance, in 
the streets. One man in Ireland went 
into a Catholic churchy naked above the 
waist^ and burning brimstone in a chafing- 
dish, as a token to the congregation of 
what they were to ejKpect unless they 
tepented of their errors. Such extrava* 
ganciea exposed, none but themselves to 
danger. 

They- lay clsdnai to miracles ; and It is 
good proof of the fidelity of their chro- 
nicler that none of these miracles can be 
considered as impossible, nor even unlike* 
ly. George Fox came into a house at a. time 
^hen tbeyhad bound a madwoinait, and 
were attempting to bleed her. He address- 
ed her with his wonted gentleness, quieted 
her fear^^ soothed her, persuaded the pea- 
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pie to unbind her, and' converted her to hiij 
own opinions. • Her phrensy never return- 
ed ; it had found its proper channel. A 
few or their numerous persecutors came 
to untimely ends. One in particular, who 
had been active in torturing and putting 
them to death in New England, was thrown 
from his horse and killed upon the place of 
their execution : it was natural and per- 
haps not erroneous to ascribe this to divine 
vengeance. Jn the days of their persecu- 
tioti they often denounced a visitation of 
pestilence against London : — a tremendous 
plague made its appearance and carried off 
100,000 of its inhabitants. As they ha^ 
announced it, they naturally thought it 
came upon their account. One Thomas 
Ibbitt went about the streets of the metro- 
polis- denouneiDg a judgment by fire. On 
tbe very next day the fire of Londoa broke 
out which consumed thirteen thousand 
houses. Tbe effect which this produced 
upon the prqphet authenticates the story. 
So utterly was he astonished at beholding 



the accomplishment of his prediqtion, that 
ki^ character was totally changed j he im* 
mediately conceived himself to be some^* 
thing more than human, advanced to meet 
the conflagration, holdingout both his arms 
to stay its progress, and would infallibly 
in this delirium liave rushed into vhe 
flames, if he had not been carried away: 
by force. 

The sufferings of the Quakers ceased 
upon the accession of James II., who 
would willingly have purchased loleratioi^ 
for -the true faith by granting it to alt 
others. He favoured them also for the 
lake of one of their great leaders, whose^ 
father had beep his personal friendi It is 
related of this king, whom the English 
ihemselyes acknowledge to have been the 
best of his family, that when one of thi.^ 
sect was one day addressing liim in the pa- 
lace, with his hat on as usual, the king- 
took off his own 5 upon which the Quaker 
observed that the king need not be unco-- 
iKTcdon his account. " My friemi,'* re- 
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plied James, ^^ you don't know the custom 
of this place ;— ^nly one hat at a time 
iBust be worn here/* 

That these people should have borne up 
against persecution is not wonderful.— » 
There is a stubborn principle in hunaan 
nature, ^hich in a gobd cause is virtue, 
and even in an erroneous one is akin to. it. 
Indeed without persecution, or ut feast 
without opposition, the enthuHtasm of a 
sect cannot be kept up, — ^it is its food 
and fuel ; and without it, it must starve 
and be extinguished. From the time of 
their legal recognition the enthusiasm of 
the Quakers' ceased. No prophecies have 
since been uttered by them in the streets, 
no testimony borne in sackcloth and ashes j 
the Grand Turk has been abandoned to his 
misbelief, and the Pope, notwithstanding 
^eir concern for him, given up as irre- 
claimable. Yet such is the admirable oeeo** 
i^omy of this extraordinary sect, that they 
continue to flourish, if not to spreads 
So pure a system o£ democf acy was ne^ 
1 



Ter elewhere exhibited a& that of the iater* 
Bal government of this society. Each pa^ 
riah regelates its own affairs in a moiUli* 
]y meetihg,^ each diocese or district in a 
quarterly one, the whole body iix a jrear* 
ly one> which is. held in the metropoKs.*-*^ 
Deputies go from the lesser to the laiger 
assemblies ; but every .member of the so* 
ciety> who can conveniently, ia. expected 
to attend. The women hava their sieet- 
k)gs in like manner > the equality of th^ 
sexes in all things being practically acknow«- 
kdged. In all other coUective bodies the 
will of the majority is the law. The Qua- 
kers admit no such'principle : among them 
QOthing'is determined upon unless it is-tbe 
dense of the whole ; and as the good of the 
whole is their only possible motive^ (for 
no m<ember of the society reeeives any 
emolument for' discharging any office in 
it,), they never faitv^**^^«ver difference of 
opinion may at first have existed, to be* 
eome- unanimous. 
Their preaching strikes a stranger as lu« 
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dicrous. You may conceive what it must 
needs be^ when the preacher imagines him- 
self to be the organ of inspiration^, and^ 
instead of thinking what he shall say^, 
watches &F what he believes to be inter^ 
nally dictated to hin^ Nothing in fac( 
can be more incoherent than their dis« 
courses^ and their manifest^ inferiority to 
jthose of any other sect^ ought to convince 
4bem of the fallacy of the opinion upon 
which they proceed. That the admoni- 
tion of the spirit^ in other words the facul- 
ty of conscience, when it be wisely and 
earnestly cultivated is. an- infallible guide of 
conduct, may and must.be admitted; but 
that which will make a good man act well^ 
will not always make him talk wisely* I^ 
is not however the matter of these disf 
courses which impresses those who arec 
disposed to be impressed : knowing the 
speaker to be seriously^afiected^.they par^- 
take his feelings, and become seriously aF«^ 
fected also. Their history affords a curiousb 
illustration of this. The mother of their 
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chronfcler was a ibutchwoman^ who being 
moved, as she believed^by the Spirit, came 
to preach, iiv England in the days o£ per-, 
secution. She understood no English, an4 
therefore delivered herself through an in- 
terpreter. One day it happened that the 
interpreter was not at hand when the call 
came upon her,, and the person who at- 
tempted to translate her meaning found 
that h^ could not understand her. ThQ 
congregation, however, called upon her. 
^proceed, affirming that the religious, 
feeling which she impressed upoa them 
could iv>t be strongier if they had under- 
stood her. In the hands of a lying chroi^ 
Bicler this would have been magnified 
into a gift of tongues. The s^ry i& nol 
the less valuable^ though it may provoke a 
smilo. 

The chief caui^e which exasperated the 
clergy so greatly against them^ was their 
obstinate refusal to gay tithes^ and this ia 
now operating to diminish the sect. Could 
they be coutent to pay^ and salve theis 
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^onsdences b)r protesting against it, all 
would go on smoo^hJy ; instead of this, 
tbey suffer their good& to be distrained and 
sold upon the spot ; W which they sustain 
a loss themselves^ and tempt others to pro- 
fit fraviduIeQtly at their expense. The con* 
sequence is, that the Quakers bav« very 
getierally forsaken the country and taken 
up their abode in cities. This is doubly 
detrimental to them. Those who remain 
in the country are left as insulated families^ 
and zeal even more than gaiety requires 
the stimulus of fellowship. By their laws, 
any one who Jdnarries out of the pale of the 
society k dismissed from it ; but these 
funilies who livt apart from their felJowd 
ar^ likely to hW off on this account fof 
want of neighbourhood. They who are 
collected in cities, are lessened by another 
caBS0. TJjeir principles exclude them 
from all profees?on» except that of physic, 
in whieh few only caoi find employment : 
. commerce therefore- may be considered as 
tbeiv sole pursuit } thfir plain and moderate 
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habits lessen expense^ and their industiy 
insures success ; tliey grow rich^ and their 
children desert the society. The children 
of the rich find it^ restraints irklome^ and 
are converted — not .by strong argument^ 
not by incontrovertible authority, not by 
any honourable imd worthy sense: of duty> 
bitt byitbepleaBuves of the card-table, the 
haU-4*ooiii^ and the theatre. But the great 
agents in oonverting youag Quakers to the 
estabUshed Church of En^and are the tat« 
lors. The whole works of BeUarmine could 
not produce such an effect u^od them^as a» 
pattern-book of forbidden cloths and 
buttons. Nor could any reason be urged ta 
them so forcible as the propriety of appear- 
ing like other people, and conforming to 
the strict orthfidoxy of fashion. 

Odd as it may seem, this feeling has far 
more influence among the men than 
among the women of the society. The 
women who quit it usually desert for love, 
for which there is this good reason, that 
the Quakers have too much neglected the 
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education of their sons. Women arc easiljr 
converted in .their youth ; th^y make 
asnends for this pliancy as they advance 
in life, and become the most useful diffu- 
sers of their own feith. 

The diminutipn of the sect is- not very 
manifest ; and it is kept up by proselytes 
who silently drop in, for they no longer 
seek to make consrerts, and are even slow- 
in admitting them. Perhaps these new 
members, if they are sufficiently hume* 
Fous, may imperceptibly bring them near^ 
er to the manners of* Ihe world in their a^ 
pearance, and. thus lessen the main causfe. 
«f their decline. 
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Winter Weather. '-^Snowv^Ckrislma^i'^ 
. Old Customs gra^/uaUy disused^ 

Wis, 1803. 

**If you would' life' m health," says the 
proverb, ** wear the same garment in sum* ' 
met which you wear in winter." It seems 
as if Ae- English had isopie such fool's 
adage, by the little difference there is be- 
tween their summer and their winter ap- 
parel. The men, indeed, when they go 
abroad put on a gneat coat, and the womert 
wear muffs, and fur round the neck j but 
aU these are laid aside in the house. I no 
longer wojKler why these people talk so 
much of the weather; they live in the 
most inconstant of all climates, against 
>«hi€h U is so-difficult ta take any^ e(!eetu»f 
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precaution, that they, have given the mat- 
ter up ill despair, and take no precautions 
at all. Their great poet, Milton, describes 
the souls of the condemned as being hur- 
ried from fiery into frozen regions : per- 
haps he took the idea from his own feeling 
on such a day as this, when, like me, he 
wts scorched -on one side and froet-bitten 
on tho other ; and, not knowing which of 
the two torments was the worst, assigned 
them to the wicked both in turn, *^ Why 
do you not warm your rooms like the Ger- 
mans,^^ I say to them, ^^ and diJBTuse the 
heat equally on all sidest ?" *' Oh,'* the re- 
ply, ^* it is so dismal not to see the fire T' 
And so for the sake of seeing the fire, they 
^re contented to be half starvtd and half 
roasted at the same time, and to have more 
woinen and children burnt to death in one 
year than all the heretics who ever suffered 
in England in the days when heresy was 
thought a crime. 

I happened to sleep in the country when 
tjbe first snow fell -„ and in the morning 
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when I looked out of window every thing 
was wbite^ and the snow flakes like CBa- 
thers floating and falling with as endless 
and ever-varying motions as the dance df 
musquitos in a summer evening. And 
this mockery of life was the only appear- 
ance of life ; and indeed it seemed as if there 
could be nothing living in such a world* 
The trees were clothed like the earth, every 
lK>ugh, branch, and spray $ except that 
side of the bark which had not been ex*- 
posed to the wind, nothing was to be seea 
but what was perfectly and dazzlingly 
white ; and the evergreens in the garden 
were bent beneath the load. White moun- 
tains^ in the distance can give no idea -of 
this singular efiect* I was equally de«- 
lighted with the incrustation upon the in« 
side of the windows. Nothing which I have 
ever seen equals the exquisite beauty of 
this frost-work. But when I returtied ta 
London the scene was widely different.*— 
There the atmosphere is so full of soot from 
the earth coal, that the snow is sullied a9 
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it falls 5 men were throwing it from the 
top of every house by shovels full, lest it. 
should soak through the foof ; — and when 
it began to melt, the streets were more 
filthy and miserable than I could have con* 
oeKi:^d possible. In wet weather women 
wear a clog, which is raised upon an^ iron 
xing^ about two inches from the ground; 
they clatter along the streets like horses. ' 
The cold in this country is intense ; and 
because it is. not quite severe enough to 
nip off a man's nose if be puts it out of 
doors, they take no precautions against it, 
and therefore suflftr more than the Gtr* 
mans or Russians. Nay, the Russian sol- 
diers who were in England during the late 
war died of the cold ; they had been ac* 
customed to their stoves and their furs, for 
which regimentals and English barracks 
were such bad substitutes, that they sick- 
ened and died off like rotten sheep. Li* 
quids freeze in the bouse. My water-bot- 
tle burst last night with a loud report. An' 
exorcist would have taken it for a signal 



\ 

-gun of the enemy^ and have discharged & 
volley of. anathemas in return. I wa» 
startled, and could not divine the cause 
till day-light explained it. 

I happened to. go into a pastrycook's 
shop one mocningy and inquired of ,lbe 
mistress why she kept her window open 
during this severe weather — which I ob- 
served most of the' trade did. She told 
m^, that were she to close it, her receipts 
would be lessened foriy or fifty shillings a 
day ;-r-so many were thepersons who took 
up, buns or biscuits as they pjassed by aod 
thjtew their pence io^ not allowing them- 
sdves time to enter. Was there ever so 
indrfatigable a people ! — I may here men- 
tipn, that the first confectioner who ever 
carried on the trade in England was a Spar 
niard, by name Balthezar Sanchez, who 
founded a hospital near London at the<:Ipse 
of the sixteenth century. Some of, the 
English sweetmeats exceed ours : the cur- 
rant and the raspberry, fruits which flou- 
rish in a cold climate, form delicious pre^ 
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cerv^. Tbeiriced creams also are rioher 
than our 4oed waters f but these northern 
people do not understand the management 
of southern luxuries ; they fill their, cellars 
with ice instead of snow, though it is pro- 
tjured with more difficulty and greater ex- 
pense, and must be hroken to the consist^ 
cncy of compressed snow before it caa 
be used. 

' Just at this time these shops are filltad 
with large plum-cakes, which are crusted 
over with sugar, and ornamented in every 
possible way. These are for ihe festival of 
the kings, it being part of an Englishman's 
religion to eat plum -cake on this day, and 
to have pies at Christmas made of meat 
wd plums. This is the only way in "whicli 
these festivals are ctBlebrated ; and if the 
thildren had not an interest in keeping it 
«p, even ibis would soon be disused. AH 
persons say how differently this season - 
was observed in their lathers' days, and 
speak of old ceremonies and old festivities 
as things which are obsokte. The cmpt 
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is obvious. In large iowns the population ^ 
is continually shifting ; a new settler nei- 
ther continues the customs of bis awi^ 
province in a place where they would be 
strange^ nor adopts those which be finds, 
because they are strange to bim^ and thus 
all local differences are wearing out. In 
the country^ estates are purchased by new 
men^ by the manufacturing and mercantile 
aristocracy who have no family customs to 
keep up, and by planters from the West 
Indies, and adventurers from the East 
who have no feeling connected wiih times 
and seasons which they have so long ' 
ceased to observe. 

Perhaps no kingdom ever experienced so 
great a change in so short a course of years 
without some violent state convulsion, as 
England has done during the present 
reign. I wish I could procure materials to 
show the whole contrast : — ^A metropolis 
doubled in extent : taxes quintupled ; the 
value of money depreciated as rapidly as if 
new mines had been discovered ; canak cut 

VOL. III. E 
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from one end of tfae^ island to the other ; 
traveliingmade so expeditious that tbe in- 
ternal communication is tenfold nvhatit 
Was ; the invention of the steam-engine^ 
almost as great an epocha as the invention 
of printing ; the manufacturing systemtrar^ 
tied to its utmost point ; tbe spnrittif com- 
merce extended to every thing ; an empire 
lost in America, and another gamed in the 
East : these would be parts of the picttne. 
The alteration extends to the mimitest 
things, even to the dress and manners o#' 
every tank of society. 
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<ktrd$.*^Wbia.^mTreat'm$vpmihis Game. 
'^Pope Joan.^-^Cards never used on iki 
SaiflaiA, and kemnJg fnnoed.-^jice of 
Spades. 

jt HE English cards are. Tike tbe French, 
fifty-two in nurtiber. They differ from 
them in the figured cards, which are 
whole-length, and in the clumsiness of 
their febric, being as large again, thick'in 
proportion, and always plain on the back. 
Our names for the suits are retained in 
both countries ; and as only' with us the 
names and the^ figures correspond, and our 
words for cards {vtaype^ is unlike tjiat in 
any other' European language, we eithei: 
invented or first received them from the 
t)rientals. 

Gambling, dancing and hunting are as 
E 2 
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favourite pastimes among the English as 
among avages* The latter of these sports 
must of course be almost exclusively tlfe 
amusement of men ; dancing requires youth, 
or at least strength and agility ; but old 
and young, hale and infirm, can alike en- 
joy the stimulus of the dice-box or the 
card-table. 

' Fashion, which for a long time appoint- 
ed the games in this country, as it does 
every thing else, seems here at last to have 
lost its fickleness. Ombre, Basset, and 
Quadriile had their day ; but Whist is as 
much the favourite now as when it was first 
introduced. Casino came in from Italy, 
like the opera, and woii over many fe- 
males; but, like the opera, though it be- 
jcsjne fashionable it never was fairly natu- 
ralized, and whist still continues peculiarly 
Jthe game of the English people. It suits 
the taciturnity and thoughtfulness of the 
national character; indeed its name is de- 
rived from whisk, a word or rather sound 
which they make when they would en- 
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join sifence*. Not a word Is spoken du- 
ring the deal, unless one of the party, 
happening to be of irascible temper,|should: 
find fault with his partner — for people af 
the politest manners eotnetimes forget 
their politeness and their manners at cards* 
The time of dealing, if silence be broken, 
is employed in discussing the politics lof 
the last deal. Whatever the stake may be, 
the men usually increase it by betting 
with some by-stander upon the issue of 
the rubber, the single game, and sometimes 
the single deal ; and thus the lookers-*} 
en take as much interest in the cards ai 
the players themselves. 
• A certain person of the name of Hoylt 
wrote a treatise upon the game, about half 
a century ago, and laid down all its laws. 
These laws, which like those of the Medes 
and the Persians alter not, are constantly 
appealed to. Few books in the language, 
or in any language, have. been so frc^ 

* It seems, by this 'etymology, as if some persoa 
^ad been fooliDg the author's curiosity.-^ Ta*. 
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quently pFinted^ still fearer sO' intemly 
siixlied. Compendkiins have be€n made of 
a pocket •si^e for the convenience of read/ 
referen«« $ ibesc are very numerous } tlie 
mott estetined h by Sborl*. BqCltbough, 
thette UwS'^veewry where received aH ca* 
ncmiea}^ aa old Wetsb- biuronel who med 
t^4>by cards sk day» in the weekly and 
take physic on trbe aevowtby cbo»e some 
6«w<ycars^nce to -set up a heresy of hiit 
owb Hi'Opposifiott. H consisted la reduo«^ 
»g. tboiDBfnlxr o£ potiru from te» to sixi 
aHowing KbO honours to be coualed^ and 
detemuning: tbe tramp by drawing a ^ard 
from the other pack, bothat tbe dealer 
h&d no advaittagei and all chance waa as 
Ant as 'possible precktded. Whether this 
waa ronsidered as savouring too mueh/of 
equality and Jocobiniaiu I know vkH, bttt 
he made few proselytes^ and thfe sdusnil 
tHpircd with him- He himself called it 
Batiofial Whist ^ his friends^ ii^ a word of 

* The author has mUtaken Bob Short for a real 
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coDti^mptuous. fabrication^ dcnoannatcd it 

Of ibe minor games I have only noticed 
two as ni(narkabl€} the one for its natnte^ 
which isPope Jpan ; a cusiotus instance of 
Cbe mW aFtifices by whiizh. tb^ heretics 
9lin ooiHrive to ktep up a.beb£f in thifir:ex<» 
pIod«d fablew Thay catt her the curae of 
Scotland; 60 Iheleg^di fabulous as it isj has 
been still noorefaUified. The other game :i« 
fiallcd a^earf ; each peragbn stakea^ certain 
mm, a card iisr named^ and the pack spread 
upon iba table y each dra^s one iusucces* 
^koGi ^uod be who draws the lot loses and 
refifi9i^4 thi»isFepeatfidtiU the last survivor 
vemaiKM wiib th» po&l. The^. pleasure of 
the g^k«fie consists in i\mjear whiah each 
persoa feels- of seebig the fatal card turxicd 
up by himself,, aud hence its name. 

Their^reat poetf speaks of an old age 

* Un espanto is the original phrase. Not knowing 
the game, the translator suspects he has not liit 
upon the right name. — Tr, 

t Alexaoder Pope« 
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of cards as the regular and natural destiny 
of his countrywomen, — what they all come 
to at last. This is one of the effects of 
their general irreligion. When I have 
seen a palsied old woman nodding over 
these Devil's-books, as the puritans call 
them, I could not but think how much 
better her withered and trembling hands 
would be employed in telling a bead -string, 
than in sorting clubs and spades ; and it 
has given me melancholy thoughts, to 
think that the human being whom I be- 
held there with one foot in the grave, had 
probably never a serious thought upon any 
other subject. The more rigid dissenters, 
and especially the Quakers, proscribe cards 
altogether ; some of the old church people, 
on the Contrary, seem to ascribe a sort* of 
sacredness to this method of amusement, 
and think that a Christmas-day cannot be 
duly celebrated without it. But a general 
and unaccountable prejudice prevails against 
the use of them on Sundays. I believe that 
half the people of England think it the very 
essence of sabbath-breaking. 
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} . 
Nothing is taxed more heavily than cards 

and dice, avowedly for the purpose of xlis- 
couraging gambling. Yetthe.lottery isone 
of the regular Way sand Means of govern- 
' tnent ; and as men will gamble^ in some 
shapeorother, it should seem that the wisest 
thing a Government can do, is to encourage 
that mode of gambling which is most ad- 
vantageous to itself, and least mischievous 
to the people. If cards were lightly taxed^ 
so as to be sold as cheaply here ^ they are 
in our country^ the amusem^it would, as 
with us, descend to the lowest class of so-^ 
'ciety, and the consumption be kicreased iti 
proportion. The revenue would be no loser^ 
and ihe people would be benefited, inas* 
sniich as some litile degree of reflection is 
necessary to most games; and for those 
who now never think at all^. it would be 
advancing a step in intellect aad civiliza- 
tion,, to think at their sports. Besides 
this,. cards ace favourable to habits of do^;* 
mestication, and the mechanic would not 
so often spend his evenings in the 
chimney corner of the alehouse^ if be 



cmrid haft tfaia Humteiticfii by his own 

All the insignia <if taxation tre conferred 
Mp^ \ht ace of spadea^ Mfbich is gid 
with the garter^ encircled witb lamrek^ and 
itirmonnted with iht crown^ (fa« Idi^a 
name above^ and his motto beneath ; bat 
under aft^ and over aU, aad aroand al^ you 
read etery where ^^ siKpenoe^ addittooal 
dittty \*' whkh said sixpeaces hwre been 
}atd on "SO oftcn^ that having no room, for 
theit increase upon the carA^ they now 
oraafeneat the wrapper in whidi the pack 
is 8o}d wMi 6tainf)is» Once in a fama^ 
ItoBise whiere cavds wrnr ao Seldom need 
that a pack lasted half a ctnttny^ I saw 
an aoe ^ spades^ flafti like th^ <ytheT 
aces ; they told me u was always 'UtiKie so 
in former tinu:Sy— ^ proof that when it was 
chosen to bear these badges of bmthen^ 
«onie distinction^ qnadrille, or some oiia 
of ltd family^ was the fftshiionable game* 
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Growth of the Commercial Interest, — Pa- 
mily Pride almost extinct.^ Effect of ' 
heavy Taxation. -^'Titles indiscrimijia^e- 
ly granted. -^Increase of the House of 
Peers. 

JHjE commercial system has long bectt 
ttffidermitttng the (ttstiuctioD of ranks in 
fDciety^ and inlroducii^ a. wofse distinction 
ia its stead. Mushroottis are every day 
i^tarting up from the dimghill of trade^ 
nobody knows bow^ and family priile is 
tfacnefore become a comanon subject of 
ridicule in Eogla&d ; the theatres niakie it 
Ae chje^ of a safe jest^ sure to find ap<- 
plaose from the multititde^ who are ever 
desinous ^f dcprcoiattng iPtfh&t they do not 
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possess ; and authors, who are to them* 
selves, as one of their own number says, 

" A whole Welsh genealogy alone," 
continue to attack as a prejudice a feel- 
ing, which, as philosophers, it is now 
time for them to defend.^ That the new 
gentry of the country should join in 
this ridicule ought not to be wondered 
at. He who has no paternal oaks 
has reason to prefer the poplars of his 
own planting, and may well like to 
expatiate upon the inconvenience of an 
old family h6use, long galleries, huge 
halls, and windows which none but the 
assessor can count, in his own villa, which 
is built to the pattern of the last tax upon 
light, and where the stucco upon the walls 
is hardly dry. But that the true gentlemen 
of England should so readily yield up their 
own precedency to vulgar opinion is in- 
deed extraordinary. Nothing, however, is 
now valued for, being old. The windows 
and the whole front of the mansion must 
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he raodemized 5 the old avenues of elmsi 
which two centuries have just brought to 
their full perfection^ are sacrificed to a 
hatred of uniformity; and the yew hedges^ 
which have been dipt year after year till 
they formed a thick and impenetrable 
wall, are levelled and shorn smooth away« 
The fashion of the furniture must be 
change^d ; even the old plate must be melt- 
ed down^ and recast in the newest shapes 
and an English Esquire would as soon 
walk abroad in his grandfather's wedding 
suit, as suffer the family Tree to be seen in 
his haJl. * 

This degeneracy of feeling is confined 
to the English^ and has not yet extended 
to the Scotch, or Wel^, or Irish. That 
it is not necessarily and unavoidably pro- 
duced by commerce seems to be proved 
by the instances of Genpa and Venice ^ 
but the commercial spirit was never so uni- 
versal in those states as it is in Engiandy 
where it extends to every thing, and poi-* 
•one every thing:— -literature^ arts^ religion^ 



fjpveeamtoiBn^ik/^ Uiated^ it ia sl lues 
which has got mto the ay»tem of the 
^ c^oimtry^ an4 U roUing flesh smd isDiie, 
Inithe.cele&bal bieracchy, we afe toklj 
tile gFadauoQ^s, though iofioite^ axe imper- 
ceptible; so gradual U the ascent, and so 
hetiitifttl afidi perfect is order in heaven* 
Sxperieiice ^iiowa that something like thif 
iacleaif£^l!6r,iQicivil society; at leasts where 
ihe limits 4>f raak are most staroagly mark** 
ed>th^9 is thete the worst lyianny and the 
most afa^eel ini^iy, as attioag the cast^^ of 
Hindctstan. Towards ibis evil the English 
are tending ; the cpo^mercial system en- 
eiroachea oa the oae hand upon the arisfto* 
^racy, and .on ihe other U treada down the 
IMsants, aad little landholders^ the yeo- 
snanry aatbey wf le called, who were once 
ibealrength of England. Half actmtury 
ago tbe oouaUy was divklcd into small 
Canns ; be^e was a race of men abov^ this 
Ubottiers, though lab^urefa themselvea$ 
not superior to. their binds in mannera or 
edticatboj and laviag M. the saeae taUa 
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vritbdhctoii but Mill iniiii^peMkaoe, md 
wkb (liafr feeliag. of nkkpood^Mse wbteh 
^M the pftde of Ifae COURtijp^' «id wbioh 
ha#aMu}e the eoimiff wbM H k* Thean 
men have tdtM|Dpeaflttd' since agpieullure. 
has becouM a trading, apccolatieott^ field 
has been joined to field; a mcumf^ burner 
coiiies^ bice Atmofs tody aiad i»waUow0 up 
dU m^Lbinhng reach* Agricultuna' ia- eer#> 
taiidy tnaletiiallf in^Nioyed; wbelbar tbe. 
xDaiketB be better supplied oc nut UdisfMI^- 
ed ; there is lets cottpet^ioft^ and tbe riob. 
esdtsmioar can wMihoid produeer wbiqh faui 
paforer predeceiaor uittst haw brongibcto 
sale. In tins point perhaps: «be advantages} 
and <disadvantjq;es may be eqfuaL Bsit that 
erii is, that theie is oce gradation ilka ksa. 
m aDoicfty; that the aeeond step ht. tba^ 
laddev w taken awsy. Aod tfais;enl^ia£Bkr 
andaickttowledged 1 tbe -race of doosestae 
86fVtttita> v/i&e' fonaedf the childien o£ 
liMM li^ larmets^ tfaey^ irere dooently^^ 
aadidigiDuaiyedtioatied; andbad^uatbayi 
were^ i«sf«etab}« parattagey Axf pos^ 
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sessed a sorf of family pride which mader 
them respectable themselves. But the la- 
bouring and manufacturing poor have no 
leisure to breed up their children religious- 
ly^ aiid no means to do it decently, and a 
very general' depravity of the .servants is 
complained of. 

The gentry of small fortune have also 
<Hsappeared. The colonial war bore hard: 
upon them, but the last has crushed them;, 
fflheriting what to their forefathers had: 
been an ample subsislenee, tliey have- 
found themselves i^p by step curtailed 
of; the luxuries and at last of the comforts 
of life, without a possibility of helping: 
tliemselves. For. those who were arrived 
at manhood it was too late to enters iato> 
any profession ; and to embark what they 
possessed in trade was hazarding ail, and. 
putting themselves at> the merey of a part-: 
ner. Meantime year aft^r year the prioe- 
of every article of necessary consumptioii' 
has increased with accelerating rapidity: 
education has become more costly, and at 
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the same time more indispen^ble ; and 
taxation year after y^ar falls heavier^ while 
the means of payment become less* la 
vain does he whose father has lived in opu- 
lence, and whom the villagers with heredita- 
ry respect' still address hat in hand, or bow 
to as they pass, — in vain does he put dowu 
the carriage, dismiss the footman, and 
block up windows even in the house front*' 
There is no escape. -Wine disappears 
from his side-board ; there is no longer a 
table ready for his friend ; the priest is no 
longer invited after service ;— all will not 
do : his boys must out to sea, or seek their 
fortune in trade; his girls sink lower, and 
become dependents on the rich, 6r mainf« 
tain themselves by the needle, while he 
mortgages the land, for immediate subsists 
enee, deeper and deeper as the boi then of: 
the times presses heavier and heavier j—^. 
and happy is he if it lasts long enough to 
keep him from absolute want before he 
sinks into the grave. ; 

While one part of the community k 
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Antt depresaed by tlie e&cts. of war, aad 
Ae cooMiiercial syHem, ajad the dimi- 
^iehed valufiof money, Ibey who ave in 
Ibe lucky: seide rtae.as othecs sink; and 
iBsrdnuitr and- baakers and coniractora 
nnloe their way by weidtb even into the 
nnba of nobility. Jamea^ I^, whom wo 
eonpelled^to-cutoff the head of the Ra«* 
Iflgk,. being, perpetually at his sliift^ to 
supply the exiravaganee of \m i&fag»oua 
fiivourMs> inYented; the tilk of baronet, 
and ofiepedfi£ty of tfaeseUHleafof sale al a 
Ifaousand pounda eaefa^— 4ci those days a 
^weighty JuxD. This title haa never indeed 
since been: publicly put up to sale, yet it 
is still tO'be^parchasedf and as one of the 
expedients docbg the American war, it ia 
known that the. then minister, having no 
readier means of rewardmg'one of bia 
adherents^ gave him the blank patent of 
.a» baronetcy, to make the most of> and fill 
tip with what name be pleased. It is true 
that the title confers no power, tke holder 
alill cnntmamg a commoner; but when 



bonoraiy distmctions are tbos dispcKecl of^ 
tfaey cease to he honourably* Knigbthood 
is here bestowed indisGrimifiately uporti the 
greatest and die meanest occamona : it was: 
coaferred upon^ Shr Sidney Smitb^ who 
stopt the pro^ss o£ Bttia|)«rt^ in Syria: 
anddcove hinrrfronx. Acre^ and Itislavtsfa^? 
ed upon every pvonmicial niercfaafirt whbc 
comes up with an address from lib native 
crtyto the king mpon any sabjeet of pah^ 
£e congTatiilatioB:, Thiatilte^ ^tMbjcxm*' 
mu'm affiaungSir to the propermiBr (« 
word equivalent in its < common aaeep« 
tation to 5^0r), differs irom thebarocretc^ 
in not being hereditary ; but^ as I bave ' 
before sandy w?boever choc»es to pay the 
price may entaU it upon bis ckiidren. 

The mdiscrifDinate admiasion to mobi-^ 
Itty is a practice whtcb produces the aaoase 
nisehierous effect upon pofaiic opinion* 
They most be short-sighted podiliciana who 
do not see that^ if they woold have no«( 
bility respected^ tfaey should reserve it a« 
the reward of great ^ad signal serv'iees^ 
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that it is monstrous to give the same ho- 
nours and privileges to a man because h^ 
has the command of three or four bo- 
roughs, as to Nelson for the battle of 
the Nik. This however is not all the evil ; 
the political system of the country is al- 
t-ered by it, and the power of the old no- 
bles gradually transferred to a set of new 
men, to an aristocracy of wealth. The 
Lords in England form the second power 
in the state, and no law can be enacted tiJl 
ii has received their approbation. About 
a century ago the party in opposition to the 
orown was known to be the strongest in: 
the house of lords, and the queen, know- 
ing that her measures would else be out^ 
voted, created twelve new peers, who 
turned the scale. This ofSen and undis- 
guised exertion of the prerogative, to the 
actual subversion of the constitution as it 
then stood, provoked nothing more than a; 
sarcasm. Wlien the first of these new 
peers gave his vote upon the question, one 
•f the old nobles addressed himself to the 
3 
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rest^ and said^ " I suppose^ gentlemeit^ 
you all vote by your foreman^'' alluding 
to their number^ which was the same as 
that of a common jury. This practice of 
granting peerages has beep more frequent 
during the present; reign than at any forr 
mer period, not less than three-fifths of 
the house of lords having been created, 
aad the number is every year increased. 
But to the old aristocracy of the country 
every new creation is a diminution of their 
power and weight in the political scale. 
This evil will eventually occasion its own 
remedy ; Xhe lords will become at last too 
numerous for one assembly, and sooner 
or later some mode of election for seats 
must be resorted to for the younger peers^ 
as is. now the case in Scotland. 

Agur prayed to the Almighty to give 
him neither poverty nor riches, and the 
wisest of mankind recorded his prayer for 
its wisdom. That which is wisdom for an 
individual must be wisdom for a nation, 
for wisdom and morality are not variable. 
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There arc too-nmch richegand *oo intieh 
poveiMy in< England ; «nd were tbere lejis 
«f J^ owe Acre would be kss-of the 
other. Taxation might be «o directed os 
to lircak down the- great properties^ and 
oounteract the law ^f primogenitere*— 
Without that law no counrtry can* -cinerge 
from barbarism^ (unless^ as in Peru,^fio 
right -of individual property be acknow- 
ledged,) and, in Bfnail* estates, it seems 
advisable that it should always hold good >; 
but^when a nation has attuned feo that state 
of improvement which £ngland has, the 
' operation of the law is -mischievous. So- 
ciety has outgrown^* But thus it is that^ 
retaining institutions after their utility hsfs 
'C€?BBed, man is crippled on bis march, by 
fettering^ like the Chinese women, the 
feet of ihatmity with tfie ^ees of cWld- 
' hopd* 
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IksptwA's Ctmspiractf.'^ConSucf of tke 
Poptiktcevn timi Occasion. — fPhr. — The 
i^sthn- examined whether England k 
in Danger of a Revoluthn.-^JreUmd. 

A movr ^tmordinsry cmispincy to kill 
the king and'to overthrow thcgovcrmncirt 
Ins been detetced. A eert^un CoKMiel 
Deiipai^ flRftd a Itsw Boldvers were the only 
'persons conGemed. This in«n hBtd for 
mmy yottre been the 43rb}ect'^f su^icion, 
4riid^h«fil^«t cfiSbrent times been confined 
^m a'4fln^o«s per«on« Whcfher bk 
designs were always treasonable^ or whe-» 
ther he was goaded on by a frantic desire 
of revenge for what he had suffered^ cer- 
iainu k that be corrufited .fiome of ^ the 
khig'B^ giiMdd\Joiimatibiiii.ia,bia:oarmge^ 
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from a cannon which always stands by the 
palace. TF it missed^ the others were to 
be ready to dispatch him with their 
swards. The scheme had spread no furth- 
er than this handful of associates ; and 
they trusted to the general confusion 
which it would occasion, and to the tem- 
per of the mob. These facts^have been 
proved by the testimony of ^ome of the 
parties concerned. Despard on his trial 
steadily denied them^ and laid a not un- 
reasonable stress upon the absurdity of 
the scheme. The jury who pronounced 
him guilty unaccountably recommended 
him to mercy ; he, however, and some of 
his accomplices have suffered death. Tlie 
rest, it is supposed, will be pardoned*. 
With such lenity are things conducted in 
England. No arrests have followed^ no 

* One of these men has just heen transported 
(Dec. 1806)^ having Femained in the Tower since 
his conviction, upon the aillowance of a state pri- 
soner. His expenses it is to be hoped are charged 
to the nation among the Exiraordinaria. — ^Ta. 
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ahrm has been excited; the people are 
perfectly satisfied of bis guilt, and only say 
What a blessing that it did not happ^i^ 
under Pitt ! — ^Never had a nation a more 
perfect confidence in the rectitude of their 
ministerJ 

The execution was after the ordinary 
manner, with this difference only, that the 
criminal after he was dead was beheaded, 
and the head held up with this proclama* 
tion, " This is the head of a traitor." He 
addressed the people from the scaffold,, 
solemnly protested that he was innocent^ 
and that he died a martyr to the zeal with 
which he had ever been the friend of their 
liberties. If revenge were the rooted pas- 
sion of his soul, never was that passion 
more strongly exemplified than by this 
calm declaration of a dying man^ which 
was so well calculated to do mischief,-— 
and had it been under Mr. Pitt's admini- 
stration^ a great part of the nation would 
have believed him. What is most extra* 
ordinary is, that the mob applauded him 

VOL. III. F 
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while be spoke^ took ofF their hats as if in 
respect when he sufiered^ and hissed the 
ej^ecutioner when he held up his bloody 
head. They burnt one of the witnesses 
in effigy 5— «and attended the' body to the 
grave^ as if they had been giving him the 
honours of a public funeral. 

The English are going to war. To the 
utter astonishment of every body the king 
has informed parliament, that formidable ar« 
maments are fitting out in the French ports, 
and that it is necessary to prepare against 
them. There is not a syllable of truth in 
this, and every body knows it;.Vut every 
tbipg in this country is done h^ a iiction | 
the lawyers have as complete a mythology 
of their own as the old poets, and tvery 
trial has as regular a machinery as the 
. iliad. That war will be the result is not 
doubted, because it is well known that 
the ministry are disposed to be at peace. 
They have given a decisive proof of this 
ky profiecntiog M. Peltier for a libel npon 
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the first consul 5 it is therefore reasonably 
' supposed, that after a measure so repugnaat 
as this to English feelings, and to English 
notions of the freedom of the press, has 
been adopted to gratify the first consul, 
nothing but necessity could induce them 
to abandon their pacific system. 

This sudden turn of political affairs has 
greatly raised the reputation of lord Gren- 
ville and his party. It now appears that 
he prophesied as truly of the peace as Mr. 
Fox did of the war. The curse of Cassan* 
dra lay upon both; and it seems as if the 
English, like the Jews of old, always were 
to have prophets, and never to believe 
them. The peace, however, short as its 
duration has been, has been highly bene- 
ficiaK The English are no longer a divi- 
ded people. They are ready and almost 
eager for the cotntnencement of hostilities, 
because they are persuaaed that war is 
unavoidable. The tremendous power of 
France seeirts rather to provoke than alarm 
them : volunteers are arming every where 5 

F a 
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>and though every man shakes his hetfdl 
when he hears the taxes talked of^ it is 
.evident that they are ready to part with 
Jialf they have> if the national exigencies 
%call for it. 

Still the circumstances which occurred 
upon Despard's ^ecution may give the 
Xnglish government matter for serious 
reflection. There is no longer a party in 
the country who are desirous of a revolu- 
tion, and as eager as they were able to dis- 
seminate the perilous .principles of Jaco- 
l)inism. Bonaparte has extinguished that 
spirit ; he has destroyed all their partiality 
for the French government^ and Mr. Ad* 
.dington has conciliated them to their own. 
Never was there a time when the English 
were so decidedly Anti-Gallican, those 
^ery persons being the most so who for- 
merly regarded France with the warmest 
liopes. Whence then can have arisen 
4his disposition in the populace^ unless it 
be from the weight of taxation whicfijaf^ 
iects them in the price of every jtt'ticle of 
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Kfe^-^fram a growing suspicion that their 
interest and the interest of their rulers 
are not the same^ and a disposition to try 
any change for the chance there is that 
it may be for the better ? 

Two causes^ and only two, will rouse a^ 
peasantry to rd^ellion f intolerable oppres- 
sion, or religious zeal either for the right- 
faith or the wrong; no other motive id- 
powerful enough. A manufacturing poo^ 
lis more easily instigated to revolt. They* 
have no local attachments ; the persons ta 
whom they lodk up for support they regai-d 
more witlienvy than 'respect,- asmen wha 
grow rich by their labour; they ^know 
enough of iR^hat is passing in the political 
world to think themselves politicians; 
they feel the whole burthen of taxation, 
which is not the case with '■. the peasant^ 
because he raises a great part of hi:8 own 
food : they are aware of their own num^ 
bers;«and the moral feelings which in the 
pesbant.are only blunted, are in these 
tntn debauched. A manufacturing popu* 
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Jace is always ripe for rioting,-*tbc direc- 
tion which thi» fury may take is acciden- 
tal ; in 1780 it was against the Catholics^ 
in 1790 against the Dissenters. Govern- 
ments who found their prosperity upua 
n^anufactures sleep upon gunpowder. 

Do i then think that England is in 
danger of revolution ? If the manufactur- 
ing system continues to be extended^ hi- 
creasing as it necessarily docs increase the 
number, the misery^ and the depravity of 
the poor, I believe that revolution inevi* 
tably nmst come^ and in its most fearful 
shape. But there are causes which delay 
the cv}i, and some which may by an easy 
posHibiiity avert it^ if government should 
aid them. 

The spread of Methodism in its various 
shapes tei)ds immediately to make its con* 
verts quiet and orderly subjects, though 
its ultimate consequences cannot bedoubt- 
ed« The army may as yet be depended 
upon, the volunteers are fully equal to any 
service which may be required o£fthem> 
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and the English people, by which deno- 
mination I mean, as distinguishing them 
from the populace, that middle class from 
whom an estimate of the national charac- 
ter is to be formed, have that wonderful 
activity and courage, that unless the su* 
periority of numbers against them were 
more than tenfold, they would put out an 
insurrection, as they piU put a fire. They 
are a wonderful people. There is no oc- 
casion to cry out Aqui del Reyl {Here for 
the king!) in England. Should one man 
draw his knife upon another in the streets, 
the passers-by do not shrug up their shouU 
ders and say, <^ It is Meir business," and 
pass on, letting murder be committed and 
the murderer escape. Every man in En- 
gland feels that it is his business both to 
prevent a crime, and to deliver up a cri- 
minal to justice. y 

The people then are the security of En- 
gland against the populace; but the ten- 
dency of the present system is to lessen the. 
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middle class and to increase the lower 
ones ', and there is also some danger that 
the people may become dissatisfied with 
their rulers. There is no oeconomy in the 
administration of public affairs ; prodigal 
governments most be needy, and needy 
ones must be oppressive. The sum paid 
in taxation is beyond what any other peo- 
ple ever paid to the state ; the expenditure 
of the state is almost incredible — for the 
last years of the war it exceeded a million 
of English money per week. The peciila- 
tion is in proportion to the expendit^ire. 
They are now inquiring into these abuses j 
many have been pointed ont in the depart- 
ment of the admiralty, and no person en- 
tertains a doubt but that they exist in every 
other department in an equal degree. It 
is almost as dangerous to touch these 
abuses as to let them continue ; — ^but the 
alarm has br^.n given, and upon this 
ground any member of parliament, how^ 
ever little his influence and however dc- 
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spised Ills talents^ would^ even if he stood 
alone^ prove afar more formidable opponent 
to any ministry, than ever Fox has' been 
with all the great families of the country, 
and all his own mighty powers. Any 
member who should boldly and pertina-* 
ciously cry out that the public money was 
peculated, bring forward his proofs, and 
perseveringly insist upon investigation,^ - 
would not long be without supporters^ 
The people would take up the cause : they 
can bear to have their money squandered, 
and can even be made to- take a pride in 
the magnitude of the expenditure^ as some- 
thing magnificent, but they would not 
bear to have it pilfered j-^-and should they 
be convinced that it is pilfered, which., 
these examinations if they be carried on< 
must needs convince them 'Of — should 
they be provoked so far as^ to insist upon 
having all the ways and- windings of cor- 
ruption laid vopen,. and. all the^ accounts 
well examined before the bills are paid^ I" 
Icnow not what lure would be strong i 
FA 
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enough to draw them from the scfent, and 
their goveriit^rs would bav^ reason to ap* 
prehend the fate of Actaeon. 

The causes which may prevent revolu- 
tion chiefly arise from France. France ex- 
pects to ruin England by its finances, for- 
getful with what result that recipe for 
ruining an enemy has lately been tried by 
England u|X)n herself. The French do 
not know this wonderful people. It was 
supposed that the existence of the English 
^ovenimcnt depended upon the bank, and 
thai the bank would be ruined by an inva- 
sk)h: the thing was tried; men were 
landed in WaleSj away ran the Londoners 
to the bank to exchange their bills for 
cash, and the stock of cash was presently 
exhausted* What ^as the consequence ? 
Why, when the Londoners found there 
was no cash to be had, they began td 
consider whether they ^ould not do with- 
out it, mut^ually agreed to be contented 
with paper— and with paper they have been 
contented ever since.^ The bank is infi:^ 



POLITICAL SPECULJLTIONS. lOF 

nitcly obliged to France for the experiment, 
and no^persons suffer by it except the poor 
ftailors^ who, when they receive their pay, 
put these bills in their tobacco-boxes and 
•poil them with a wet quid. 

It is certain that the English government 
must adopt a strict system oFcBconomy,. 
thereby effectually preventing revolution by 
Inform, or that sooner or later a nationals 
bankruptcy must ensue — and to this France 
.lK>pes tO' drive them- But what would be 
the effect of national bankruptcy ?<^-«not a 
revolution. The English have- no fits of 
ifisanity :. if they saw the evil to be in* 
eyitable, they would immediately begin to 
ealculate and to compound^ and see how 
it might be brought about with the least 
mischief.. Thousands would be ruined; 
but they who w^uld be benefited by the 
reduction of the taxe» would be tens ofr 
tfaoysandi ; so that the majority would be 
aatisfied at the tirne^ and govemmenr be»> 
gin its accounts afresh^ strong enough to 
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lake credit^ if the people were not disposed 
to give it. JPor this fact is apparent from 
all ]t|i8t6ry ,-^hit.the tendency of all politi* 
cat changes is ultimately to strengthen the 
executive power. Fonns may be altered— 
, they who ple^.&r p^ may win and 

lose as ratpidly as other gamesters^ and 
perhaps at more desperate stakes^ but the 
uniform result is, that the government be- 
comes stronger. The National Conven- 
tion carried decrees into effect which Louis' 
XIV. would not have dared to atteitipt— 
and Bonaparte has all the strength of that 
convention rendered permanent by military 
power. Whatever be the external form, 
the effect is the same^ the people submit 
implicitly to the directions of a single 
man^ till he has riveted the yoke upon 
their necks ; or cheerfully obey the more 
rigid tyranny^ of laws, because they con- 
ceive them to be of their own making. — 
A government therefore with the forms of 
freedom, which could p^rso^de tfie people 
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that It had no other object than their good; ' 
would be the strongest in the world ; The 
Spartans called themselves free^ and boast- 
ed of their obedience to institutions which | 
changed the very natjire of man. 

In the language on^odem^politics- a mi- 
nistry has been considered as synonymous 
with government, arid government as sy- 
nonymous with nation* England made 
this error with regard to France, and 
France is now making it with regard to 
England. Admit that th« pressure of tax- 
ation should occasion a national bank- 
ruptcy^ and *that this^ in its consequence 
shooM biing about a revolution— England 
would be miserable at home; but would 
she be less formidable abroad ? She would 
not have a ship nor a sailor the less; and if 
any circumstances were to awaken a mili- 
tary spirit in the land of the Plantagenets^ 
France, flighty as she is, might tremble 
for her conquests. I do not believe that 
the fall of the fonds would produce any 
violent change in the government; and 
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whether It did or not, the enemies of Ebw 
gland would do well to remember, that il 
would finally strengtheti the natiot)^ 

Boas^arte^ whether ttt war or at pesce>. 
will endeavour to ruim the cotflmeree of 
England » As for what he can do by war,, 
the English laugh at him. The old sa^ying: 
of the cat and the adulterer holds equally^ 
true of the smuggler ; said a large portion, 
of the world i» out of reach of hts armies^ 
but not out of reach of tbeiu merchant- 
ships. He will take tbe^ s<2rer method of 
establishing manufaGtories at h^me:— •they 
smile at this too. Manufactories are nor 
to be created by edicts ; and if they were/. 
if he covrld succeed in this, he would do- 
precitely the best p^sible thing, which- 
eould be done for Engiai^id in the best pos^ 
sible way : — first check andithen destroy a^ 
aystem, which there is now nothing to^^ 
check, which cannot be suddenly destroy* 
cd without great evil, and wbiqh, if it con- 
tinues to increase, will more efiectualiy 
tend to ruia England than ail the might 
4 
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and all the machmalions of its enemies^ 
were f hey ten times more formidable tban 
they are. 

That system certainly threatens the in* 
ternal trauqiiillity^ and undermined the 
strength of the country. It communicaHeif 
just knowledge enough to the populace ta 
make them dangerous^ and it poisons 
their morals.. The temper of what is called 
the mob^ that is^ of this class of people^ 
has been manifested at the deatll of De«^ 
spard^ and there is no reason to supppse 
that it is not tlie same in all other greai 
towns as in London. It will be well for 
England when her cities shall decrease^ 
and her villages multiply and grow ; whes^ 
there shall 4>e fewer streets and more cot* 
tages. The tendency of the present sy- 
stem is to convert the peasantry into poorf 
her policy should be to reverse this^ and ta* 
convert the poor into peasantry^ to in- 
crease them^ and ib enligkten them f for 
their numbers are the strength^ and tbfiir 
knowledge is the security of states* 
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Ireland M the vulnerable part of the 
British empire : and iill that empire be re- 
stored to the triie faith^ it will always be 
Tulnerable there. Another conspiracy has 
just been farmed tbere-^ the plan was to 
seize the seat of government, and if the 
insurgents had not stopped to perpetrate a 
nseless-nmrder upon the way, they would 
in all likelihood h^ive succeeded ; the mails^ 
would that night have scattered^ their pro** 
damatio'ns over the whole island, and 
nine^tenths of thfe population would have 
been instantly in rebellion. Tbeexem^ 
plary-attachment of the Irish= to the reli- 
gion of' their fathers is beyond all praise^ 
afnd almost beyond all example. Nothing- 
but the complete re-establishmpent of that> 
religion can ever conciliate thera to the 
English government, or reclaim them from 
Aeir present savage state, and the false 
hierarchy is too well aware of the conse^ 
quences ever to consent to this. Dagon 
knows what would happen if the Ark of 
Truth were to be s^t up so near. 
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Account of Swedenborgianism. 

I POUND my way one Sunday to the New 
Jerusalem^ or Swedenboi^ian cbapeL It 
il5 siugularfy handsome^ and its^gairery 
"fitted up like boxes at a theatre. Few or 
none of the congregation belonged to the 
lower classes', they seemed' to be chiefly 
respectable tradesmen. The service was 
decorodffi^ and the singing remarkably 
good : biit 1 have never in any other here- 
tical meeting heard heresy so loudly in-^ 
sisted upon. Christ in his divine, t)r in 
his glorified humane was repeatedly ad- 
dressed as the only God ; and the preacher 
laboured to show that the profane were 
those who worshipped three Godsj and 
that their prayers, instead of a sweet- 
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smelling savour ascending to the throne of 
God, were an obscene stink which offend- 
ed his nostrils. 

There is iittle remarkable in the civil, or, 
as his disciples would call it, the humaa 
and terresirial part of Emanuel Sweden- 
borg's history. He was born in 1689, at 
Stockholm, and was son of the bishop of 
OstTogotbia. Charles XII. favoured him 5 
•Queen Ulrica ennobled him, dignifying 
his name by elongation, as if in the pa- 
triarchal fashion, from Swedberg to Swe- 
denborg. It is certain that he was a man 
of science, having been assessor of the 
Metallic College, and having published a 
Regnum Minei'ale in three volumes folio 5 
but he abandoned the mineral kingdom for 
a spiritual world of his own, the most ex- 
traordinary that ever a crazy imagin^tioci 
created *. 

* The aathorsi^enas to have looked for no other 
ficcouut of Swedciibor^ than vhat his ignorant he- 
lievers could furnish. At the age of twenty he pub- 
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His celestial history is more out of the 
common. I am copying from the books 
of his believers \Chen I tell you— that his 
interiors were opened by the Lord ; that he 
conversed with thedead^ and with the very 
worst devils without danger; that bespoke 
the angelic language^ and respired the an^ 

lishcd a cullcction of La tin poems ancler the title 
of Ludus Hellconius, sive Carmina Miscellanea quit 
tar its In has cecinity &c. Charles XII. valued him 
for his scientiiic knowledg^;^ and profited hy it. lie 
took him with him to the siege of Fredcrickshnll ; 
the roads were impassable for artillery, and Swe* 
denborg rofuJe a ca;ial, cutting thi^ugh mountains 
and raising valleys, by which his battering pieces 
were conveyed. He was a great favourite widi 
Charles, and deservedly so ; for it is said that no 
person, except Linnaeus, ever did so much in to 
short a time. In all the North of Europe he was 
held in the highest estunation, till, in the year 1743 » 
be abandoned science to print his wHking dreams, 
and become the founder of a new church. 

Swcdenborg died at London in 1772, and after 
lying in state was buried at the Swedish churdi 
near RadcUflfe Highway .^^-Xiu 
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gels' atmosphere ; that for twenty-six years 
he was in the spirit, and at the same time 
in the body; that he could let his S4)irit 
into the body or out of the body at plea- 
sure ; that he had been in all the planetSj 
and in^all the heavens^ and had even de- 
scended into hell ; that the twelve apostles 
^sed to visit him; that a conspiracy of 
spirits was formed agsunst him y and that 
be was seized with a deadly^disease in conr 
vequence of a pestilential smoke which is* 
sued from Sodom and Egypt in the spiri* 
tual world. 

Enough of this. Let me try if it be 
possible to make his mythology iifitelli^ 
gible^ and to draw out a map of his extra* 
mimdane discoveries. 

Omnia quce in ccoliSy sunt in terriSy ter^ 
restrimodo; omnia quce in ierrtr, sunt in 
ccelis, ccelesii modi). All" things which 
,are in heaven are upon earth, after an 
.earthly manner ; all things which are upon 
earth arcinheaveu> after a heavenly maui- 



SWEDBNBOROIANISM* 1 1 f 

rxev^^ So says TrUmegtstos, and who 
will dispute the authority of the thrice- 
greatest Hermes ? — ^The Scriptures there- 
fore cannot be understood without the 
science of correspondences ; a knowledge 
which the patriarchs possessed inti|itively. 
in the golden age^ which was . preserved 
only scientifically in the silver age^ became, 
merely speculative in the copper age^ and 
in our iron generation has been wholly lost. 
The Egyptian hieroglyphics are to be ex-» 
plained by this key^ which opens also all 
the mysteries of the ritual law. Job was. 
the last writer who possessed it^ till it was 
revealed to the Swedish teachen 

There is nothing new in this, you tell 
me ; it is the old notion of a double .mean- ' 
ingj the external and the internal^ the li- 
teral and the allegorical^ the letter and the 
spirit Notso^ my good Father.! *^Cor- 

* What if Earth 
' Be but the shadow of Heaven, and things therein 
-Each to otker like, more thaa on Earth is thought? 

Milton.-^Tr* 
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respondence is the appearance of the in-*- 
ternal in the external, and its representa- 
tion therein ; there is a correspondence be- 
tween all things in heaven and all things 
in man ; without correspondence with the 
spiritual wortd nothing whatever couldexist 
or siibsist." You are growing impatient ! 
—I roust give you a specimen of common 
language interpreted by this science. Two 
legs stand for the will of God | by a small 
piece of the ear w^ are to understand the 
will of truth ; the son of a she-ass denotes 
rational truth ; and an ass^ without any 
mention of his pedigree, signifies the scien-* 
tific principle— certainly no iH-chosen em- 
blem of such principles and such science 
as this. This is stark nonsense, you say I 
My good father Antonio ; ** No distinct 
idea can be had of correspondence without 
a pirevlous knowledge concerning heaven as 
the Great Man,*' or Maximus Homo, as we 
ronst call him, in the Master's own words. 
In sober setiovis explanation, Sweden- 
borg seemft to have thought upon one text 
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and dredmt upon it^ till he mistook his 
dreamd and his delirium for revelation, 
*^ Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness. — So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God created 
be him." His system is a wild comment 
upon this passage, as monstrous as any of 
the Rabbinical reveries. Accordingly he 
lays it down as an axiom, that the whole 
of divine oixler was imaged in man at the 
creation, insomuch that be was divine 
order itself in^a human form, and so 
Heaven in Epitome. Upon this he has 
built up a creed of the strangest antbro** 
pomorphtsm, teaching that the divinity of 
the deity constitutes hcaveti> flind that 
heaven itself i» in a humart form. Deity 
and heaven thus identified being the Maa> 
hnns Homo, the Grand brBi^itre Man. 

It has been one of the many fancies of 
nypotbettcal philosophers, that all bodies 
are aggregates of living^ atoms. Admit 
this notion^ and it expfeinsr-all the myst^- 
rtou*ioi>emtfew bJF life 'w?tK iperftci -feci-* 
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lity ; the little inhabitants of the secretoiy 
organs take each what they Hke best^ and 
thus manufacture all the animal materials. 
This is analogous to the celestial system 
of Swedenborg, but with this difference, 
that each constituent part and particle 
of his Maximvs Homo resembles the whole 
in form, every society in this body corpo- 
rate, and every individual of ea^ society 
being in the human shape divine. 

Heaven is^ to be considered under the 
threefold distinction of general, special, 
and particular — ^for Swedenborg had learnt 
to classify in his earthly studies. Goie- 
rally it is divided into two kingdoms, celes- 
tial and spiritual ; but I am sorry to add 
that, though I have studied the anatomy 
of the Grand Man with some attention, I 
cannot discover where or how these regions 
are separated. The specific division into 
three heavens is more intelligible ; the first 
is in the extremities, the second or middle 
in .the trunk, the third and highest in die 
head. The particular, division is into the 
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^ciettcB of angels, who form the ^onstU 
tuent monads of this divine aggregate. 

Every part, however, of the Maximus 
Homo is not Heaven ; at least the inhabi- 
tants of every part are neither possessed of 
celestial goodness, nor -in that state oTce* 
lestial enjoyment which seems essential to 
our ideas of paradise. For instance^ the ' 
parishioners of the kidneys, the uretcrtj, 
and the bladder, consist of such persons as 
in their mortal state took a cruel delight in 
bringing others to justice j these people 
speak with a harsh chattering voice, like 
magpies whose tongues have been slit. 
They who have despised virtue and religion 
are in the gall-bladder, a bitter destination 
no doubt ! They also who dwell about the 
sphincter vesicce, amuse themselves by tor- 
mentuig the evil sjpirits.. Whether they 
are pur^d of this malignant disposition b}( 
the secretions and excretions which 'are 
going on in their vicinity, this new Ema- 
nuel sayeth not. A, purgatory indeed there ^ 
is, and a truly curious one ! They^who are 

^VOL. Ill e 
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Still uiscleati in thaugbts and afleotions arc^ 
stationed in the colon ; not as component, 
parts of the Grand Man — of that honcrur 
they are not yet worthy ; they are there a». 
his alimenty tobe concocted and digested^, 
and after the gross ,f»ces have been cast« 
out^ filtered through lacteals and arteries , 
into chyle and bloody till they are taken up , 
into tlje system and embqdied. They who, 
are defiled with earthly dregs are in the. 
small-guts ; the most impure of all in the, 
neck of the bladder and m th^ rectum^ 
both which have below them a most dread*-, 
ful and filthy bell, ready to receive their. 
contents^ 

E recolher o mais sobejo e impuro 

Da imtnundicia de tada a obra lan^ada*. . 

Tbis Oucavoj, or Maximus Homo, seems 
Ip be the body of Deity ; and the Diving 
Life or Spirit, like the gifted spirit of 

* And to receive the superfluous and impure un* 
cleannesses which are cabt out' from the whole 
work.-'-Tu. 
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S^edeuborg blmielf, can be in of out, se- 
parate fromi'or identified with it, at plea- 
sure. Accordingly, though the angels are 
ia birn, and actually are he, yet they visi- 
bly behold him, as the sun of their world. 
Now the Lord in persop being the sun, 
the light and beat which proceed from 
him miist necessarily pai'take of divinity ;« 
accordingly light in Heaven is divine truth, 
and heat is divine love : a thin and trans- 
parent vapour, which surrounds the angels 
like an atmosphere, enables them to sus- 
tain this influx of Deity. An atmosphere 
of this kind, which is called the Sphere of 
Life, exbaks from every man, spirit and 
angel ; it is the emanation of the vital af- 
fections and thoughts.. In Heaven, of 
course, it is volatile essence of love, and 
each angel is sensibly affected when he gets 
within the sphere of another. We on 
earth feci the same influence, though un- 
conscious of tlie cause, for this hypothesis 
physically accounts for the. sympathies of 
dislike and of affection.— The Deity isals^ 
02 
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the cekstial ' moon, and this san and 
moon are seen at the sanoe time^ one be** 
fore the right eye, and the other before the 
left. Let an angel turn his face which 
way he will, this sun is always before hira, 
and he always fronts the east ; yet at the 
same time he can see the other quarters by 
9n inward kind of vision, like that of 
thought. A precious oUa podrida this of 
allegorical riddles and- downright non- 
sense ! 

The oeconomy of the angels is more ra- 
tionally imagined, and is better suited to 
our worldly habits, or suited to better 
worldly habits than Elysium, or Valhalla, 
or the Sorgon, the Paradise of Moham- 
med, or the ever-blessed state of Nireupan 
to which the Yogue approximates when he 
has looked at nothing for seven years but 
the tip of bis own nose. You are not lo 
conceive of angels as of disembobied spi- 
rits ; they are material beings, though of a 
finer matter. They wear garments white, 
or flame-coloured, or shining, with which 
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Ihcy are supplied by the Deity ; only the 
angels of the third Heaven, being in the 
state of innocence made perfect, are naked. 
They dwell in houses, which are arranged 
in streets and squares, like our cities on 
earth ; but every thing there is on a nobler 
scale, and of more magnificence. Swe- 
denborg frequently walked through these 
cities, and visited the inhabitants ; he saw 
palaces there, the coofs of which glittered 
as if with, pure gold, and the floors as if 
with precious stones : • the gardens are on 
the south side, where trees with leaves like 
silver produce fruits resembling gold, and 
the flowers are so arranged as by their co^ 
lours id represent rainbows*— There is no 
space in Heaven, or, more accurately 
speaking, no- such thiag as distance ; 
where angels wish to be, there they are | 
locomotion is accomplished by the mere 
act of volition } . and, what is better still, 
if one angel earnestly desires the company 
of another, t^e wish attracts him, and h^ 
ianmedi^tely appears. 
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There is a room in the southern quarter 
of the spiritual world the walls of which 
shine like gold ; and in this room is a ta- 
ble, and on this table lies the Bible, set 
with jewels. Whenever this book is open* 
ed alight of inexpressible brilliancy flows 
from it, and the jewels send fortli rays 
which arch it oVer with a rainbow. When 
an angel of the-third Heaven comes and 
opens it, the ground of this rmnbow ap- 
pears Gtimson ; to one from the second 
Heaven it is blue ; to one of the first or 
lowest Heaven the light is variegated and 
veined like marble. But if one approaches 
who has ever falsified the word, the bright- 
ness disappears, and the book itself seems 
covered with blood, and warns him to de^^ 
part, lest he suffer for his presumption. 
• There is public worship in Heaven, 
which Swedenborg attemled, and heard 
sermons : they have books both written 
and printed ; he was able to read them, 
but could seldom, he says, pick out an/ 
meaning ; from which I conclude that he 
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has successfully copied their style. Writ- 
ing flows from the thoughts of the angels, 
or with their thoughts, appearing so coin- 
stantaneously as if thought cast itself upon 
the paper ; but as this writing is not per- . 
manent, it seems that pen and ink might 
usefully be introduced among them. The 
language of Heaven is like the writing, 
connate with thought, bemg indeed no* 
thing morer than thinking audibly. Its 
construction is curiously explained ) the 
Vowels express the affections; the conso- 
nants the particular ideas derived from the 
affections, and the words the whole sense 
of the matter. The angelic alphabet re- 
sembles the Chinese, for every letter sig- 
nifies a complete thing, — ^which is the rea- 
son why the hundred and nineteenth psalm 
iS alphabetically divided ; — and every let- 
ter, and every flexure and curvature of 
every letter, contains ^ome secret of wis- 
dom. Different dialects of this language 
are spoken in the celestial and spiritual 
kingdoms 5 the celisstiaU chiefly using the 
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vowels U and O, the spirituals preferring 
E and I ; the speech of the former resemi- 
bles a smooth flowing water^ that of the 
latter the souad.of anmning stream broken 
on its way. But the most enviable power 
connected with expression which the an- 
gels possess^ is, that they represent their 
ideas in a thin^ undulating circumfluent 
fluid or ether, so that they can make, 
thought visible. 

In like manner as oun human form goes 
on with, us to our heavenly state, so also 
will our human affections. The ruling 
passion, whatever it be, not only lasts till 
death, but continues after death. Woe 
therefore to those whose whole aspirations 
are after things that are earthly, for they 
cannot enter the kingdom of Heaven.! 
This truth is neither the less true, nor the 
less important, because it is found in the 
pages of a madman. Marriage also is not 
dissolved by death :r— when one of the wed- 
ded couple dies, the spirit of the deceased 
cohabits with'thespirit of the living spouse^ 
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tHI that also be released v they then meet 
again^ and reunite with a tenderer and 
more perfect union. On no subject does 
Swedenborg dilate with more pleasure than 
upon this. The sphere of conjugal love, 
he tells us^ is that which flows from the 
Creator into all things ; from the Creator 
> it is received by the female, and transferred 
through her to the male^ It makes man 
more and more man ; it is a progressive 
union of minds, for ever rejuvenescent, 
continuing to old age and to eternity 5 it is 
' the foundation and germ of all spiritual 
and all celestial love ; it iiJ in Heaven, and 
it is Heaven, yea even the inmost Heaven, 
^he Heavep of Heavens* It dvvelk in the 
supreme region of the Mind, in the coiv- 
clave of the Will, amidst the perception&of 
Wisdom, in the marriage chamber of the 
Understanding. Its opigin' i s from the di- / 
vine nuptials of Goodness andfrX'Uth,C9n<- 
sequently from the Lord himself- . After 
this it is ridiculous cnQ^gh to see biiQ trac« 
the progress of this sphere or essence .of 
Ob ' 
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love into the soul of man, flience into the 
mind, thence mto the mterior affections^ 
fvom Whence it finds jts way through the 
breast into the genital region. 

Do not, however, suppose that there are 
any births in Heaven. AH spifits both in 
Heaven and Hell were bom on earth ; 
from which, it seems, a puzzling argument 
against the system itself m'ight ht brought : 
Ex nihilo nihil Jit — Of nothing nothing is 
made ; where then was the Grand Man 
before all the parts of which he is com- 
posed were in existence ? — ^Heaven is sup- 
plied with children by those who die in in- 
fancy ; happy are they, for they are given 
to virgins whose maternal feelings find in 
them an object> and under their tuition 
they grow up in the gardens of Paradise. 
They advance \o the full bloom of youth^ 
not beyond it ; the old, who arrive in . 
Heaven with all the marks of age^ grow 
younger till they also arrive at the same 
perfection : to grow old in Heaven is to 
increase in beauty. 
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' There are many mansions in Heaven, 
And infinite degrees of happiness, yet is 
there -no envy nor discontent; every one is 
happy to the utmost measure, of his capa- 
• city ; the joys of a higher state would be-.' 
no joys to him : his cup is fxAL But the 
longer he has been in Heaven, the happier 
he becomes, his capacity of enjoyment in- 
creasing as he is progressive in virtue and 
goodness, that Is, in divine love. 

As all Heaven is one Grand Man, or Di- 
vinity, so is all Hell one Grand DeviJ^ and 
the wicked are literally to become members 
of Satan* The road from one to the other 
is through the Maximtis Homo^s Port £s- 
quilinej it opens immediately into the 
mouth of Hell, and. the two-and-tbirty 
white millers who sit in the gateway, re« 
ceive all they have to grind through that 
channel *. Hell-fire is no torment to the 

* Bas portas para dentro logo entrando, 
De grande fabrica ham nioinho tinha, 
O qual mocndo estava, c.prieparando . . 
Tudo o que havia de ir para'a coainbo ; 



132 LETTER LXU* 

damned : it imparts no other sensation ta 
them than an irascible heat; for in truth 
the fire of Hell is nothing more than their 
evil passions^ which appear to good spirits 

jyioidO) e brandodentro assi maiid^d4>. 

O mantimento, que de fora vinha. 
Com esta proporjao conveniente 
Se repartia^ e hia a toda a gente. 

Keste moinho junto os dous porteiros, 
Estando juntamente era seu officio, 

Duros c rijos trinta e dous moleiros, 
De grande for^a, e util exercicio ; 

Daqui tirados fora outros primeiros 
Foram por. gralo fraqueza sua, e vicio;. 

£ OS que agora moiam com destreza 

Todos branco vestiam por limpeza.. 

* Tinha cada hum dcUes sua morada 

Em dous lan^os de peuedo, que Iiavia ; . 
Entre elles huma Dona exprimentada, 

Espcrta andava, e pronipta^ noite e dia r 
E della era approvada ou reprovada 

A farinha de quanto se moia, 
Provando se era saborosa, e ^va, 
Porque era ella gentif raestra de salva. • 

Da Qrca^ao e Cotnpoti^ao do Homen. 
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in. flame and smoke. This is the only light 
they have, proceeding from themselves^ 
and resembling that which is given out by 
red-hot coals'. The Hell of Swedenborj 
i& what earth would be if all virtue wei 
destroyed, if the salt of the earth wer« 
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Immediately upon entering the gates there was a 
milt of great fabric, which was grinding and prepa- 
ring all that was to go to the kitchen ; sending orr, 
thus ground and softened, the provisions' which c^mt 

from without, to he distribute^ in convenient proport- 
t ions, to all the people* Near the two porters in this 

jnill, and equalb/ employed in their business, wera 
two-and-thirty sturdy millers, of great strength and 
tiseful exercise. Others, who hud held this place before 
them, had'been turned out for their weakness; and 
these, wlio now ground skilfully, were all clothed ih 
white for cleanliness, Each of these had his dwelling 
in tioo pieces of wall, and between, them was an exper 
rienced dame, who was awake and ready night and 
day ;. all the corn which was ground was approved or 
rejected by hir, she trying if it was white andsavoury, 
for she was d gentle housekeeper, — Author's note. 

The reader need not be apprised that the situa- 
tion of these Millers is in the Mouth gate of the town 
of Mansoulj ac«ording to Bunyan^s allegory.— l*ii. 
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'taken a#rv5 and Its <rorrupiions left to pu- 
trefy. Ther^ are cities inhabited onfy by the 
profligate, wh^€ they are abandoned to their 
own vices, and to the inevitable miseries 
%hich those vices produce. They have 
-even their plsrces of public amusement; 
he saw the dragons holding their abo- 
minable diversions in an amphitheatre. 
Deserts, fields laid waste, and houses and 
towns in ruins which have been destroyed 
hy fire, fill up the picture. 

Of all the heretic^s who have sprung 
Yrom the spawn of Luther, Swedenborg is 
the only one who admits a purgatory. — 
You. will not expect a rational one^^a 
this intermediate world, as tlie good are 
fiurified from their imperfections, so are 
the wicked 'divested of what little goodness 
they may possess, and thus the one are 
fitted for Heaven and the other for Hell. 
The^state of maturity for Heaven is known 
by the appearance of the regenerate, which 
is not altogether consistent with our earthly 
ideas of beauty, for the cuticle appears 
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like a fine lace- work of brrighl Mue. Here 
the wicked fallow thtit accustomed vices, 
till, after tl^ have beeot repeatedly 'warned 
in vain, tbeir cities are shaken with earth- 
quakes, the foundations yawn under them, 
they sink into the gulf, and there grope 
their way into their respective HellS, 

Hypdcrites who still preserved an exte- 
rior of piety were permitted to remain in 
the intermediate world,' and make to 
themselves fixed habitations. This con- 
stitutes one of the wildest and absurdest 
parts of all this strange mythology ; for 
Swedenborg teaches that these residents, 
by the abuse of correspondences and help 
of phantasies, built Heavens for them- 
selves, which became at last so many and 
so extensive, that they intercepted the "^pi- 
ritual light and heat, that is, divine love, 
in their way from Heaven to Earth. At 
length thi3 eclipse became total ; there was 
110 faith in the Christian church, because 
there was no charity, and the Last Judg- 
meniivas then executed ; which consisted 
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1X1 destroying these imaginary Heavensy 
like the to wee o£ Babel^ stripping the hy* 
pocrites of their cloak^ and easting them 
into. Hell. This consummation took place 
in the year of our Lord 1757 ; and there is 
no other Last Judgment to come, except 
what every individual will experience for 
himself singly^ after deaths 

Nothing now remains but to apply the 
science of corfcspondences to this scheme 
of the Maximus Homo and the Grand Sa* 
tan. Spirits act upon men in those parts 
which correspond to their own anatomical 
situation : thus impukes and affections 
of good come from the agency of good 
angels operating by influx on their cor- 
responding region, whether head or. foot, 
heart, pancreas, or spleen ; they,, for in^ 
stance, who inhabit the brain watch over 
U6 when we sleep. On the contrary, dis- 
eases are the work of the devils j hypocri- 
tical devils occasion belly-ache ; and spirits 
who are ripening for Hell and take delight 
in putridity, get into our insides and ma^ 
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mifacture for us indigestion^, hypochon- 
driasis and dyspepsy ; so ihat in all cases 
exorcism must be more applicable thatx 
medicine. 

One word more : — they who have loved 
infants with most tenderness are in the 
province of the neck of the uterus and of 
the ovaries. By some unaccountable over- 
sight the inference has been overlooked. 
There is therefore a Grand Woman alsol 
It is not good for maa tabe alone^.not even 
for the Grand Man. I have found a wife 
for him ! The discovery, for it \s a disco* 
very^ is at least equal in importance to any 
in the eight quarto volumes of the Aroana 
Cqslestia,. and entitles me to he ranked 
with Swedenborg himself; if, indeed^ as 
I modestly beg leave to hint, the honour 
of having^ perfected -his discoveries and 
finished his system, be not fairly ray 
due *.. 

* Their Creed and Paternoster may be added a^. 
curiosities^. 
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"• I believe that JehovaK Gk)d, the Creator of. Hea- 
ven and Earth, is Ooe inXssence and in Person^ in 
whom is a Divine Trinity, consisting of Father, Son, 
aiid Holy Spirit ; and that the Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ is that God. 

I believe that Jehovah God himself came down 
from Heaven as Divine Truth, which is the Word, 
4uid took uponliim Human Nature, for the purpose 
«of removing. Hell from Man^of isestoring ihe Hea- 
vens ix) Order, And of preparing the way for a New 
.Church upon Earth ; and that herein consists the 
true Nature of Redemption, which was effected 
solely by the Omnipotence of the Lord*s DivnTE 

HUMAKITY. 

• ' I beiievc in the Sanctity of the 'Word, and thai; it 
^cpntaineth a threefold Sense, nmnely, £lelesti^ 
spiritual, and Natural, which are united by Corre- 
spondences; and that in each sense it is Divine 
Truth, accommodated respectively to the Angels of 
the Three Heavens, and also to Men on Earth. 

I believe thatevU Actions ought not t6 be done, 
Ibecause tbey are of the Devi], and from the Devil. 

* i believe that good Actions ought to be done, lie- 
cause they are of God and from God ; and that 
tbey should be done b; Man,' as of himself; never* 
thelejBS under this Acknowledgment and Belief, that 
they are from the Lord, operating if> him and by 
him. 
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I believe, that immediately on die Death of the 
material Body (which will never be reassuined,) 
Man rises again as to his spiritual or substantia) 
Body, wherein he existeth in a perfect Human 
Form ; arid thus that. Death is only a Continuation 
nf Life. 

- I believe' that tl>e Last Judgment is accompltsfied 
m the Spiritual World, and that tlje former Heaven 
and the former Earth, or the Okl^hurch, are pascH 
ed fiYfuy, and that all Thingf are become New. 

I believe that now is the Second Advent of the 
Lord, which is a coming, not in Per8on,-but in tlM 
Power and Glory of the spiritual Sense of his holy 
Word, which is Himself. And I believe that the 
Holy City, Nejv Jerusalem, is now descending from 
God out of Heaven, prepared as a Bride adorned 
for her Husband. 

Their Pates-noster is of more curious com« 
plexion. 

Father q£ us, who in the Heavens; let be sancti- 
fied the Name of Thee. Let come the Kingdom of 
Thee. Let be done the Will of Thee, as in Heaven, 
and upon the Earth. The Bread of us the daily 
give to us this Day. And remit to us the Debts of us, 
as and we remit to the Debtors of us. And not bring 
us into Temptation, but keep us from the Evil. B^ 
cause of Thee is the Kingdom aiid the Power and 
the Glory into the Ages, Amen. 



This, they say^ is perhaps too literal to be UBod 
in public worship at yeL It will, however, serve ta 
give the Snglish reader an idea of the idiom of that 
language which the Lord.made use of, when he was 
pleased to teach us how to, pray. And it may alsp^ 
by the arrangement of the words themselves, in 
some measure point out the order of inBux from the 
Fountain of all Life ; for the first word in this di-^ 
vine prayer, viz. Father, is the Universal that flow« 
into and fills all the succeeding parts, just as the 
•ottl flows into, and fills every> pact of the human, 
body derived, from i^ ^ 
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Jews in England^ 

1 WENT yesterday evening to the Syna- 
gogue. Never did I see a place of wor- 
ship in which there was so little appear- 
ance- of devotion. The women were in a 
gallery by themselves, the men sate below, 
keeping their hats on, as they would have 
done in the street. During the service 
they took from behind their altar, if that 
word may *be thus applied without profa- 
nation, certain silver— utensils they cannot 
be called, as they appeared to be of no pos- 
sible use, — silver ornaments rather, hung 
With snfall rattle hells, and these they 
jingled as they carried them round the 
room, then replaced them in the receptacle, 
l^is was thC'Oftly -ceremony. It is impos- 
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sible to describe the strange and uncouth 
tone in which the priest sung out a por- 
tion of the Pentateuch froni^ a long roll. 
The language was so intolerably harsh, 
and the manner in which it was chaunted 
so abominably discordant, that they suited 
each other to a miracle ; and* the larynx of 
the Rabbi seemed to have been made ex- 
pressly to give both their full effect. 

In former times the toleration of the 
Jews gave occasion to the* same disturb- 
ances here as in the rest of Europe, They 
cheated the people, and the people in re- 
turn took advantage of every tumult to 
plunder them. The famous King John, 
who offered to turn Mohammedan if the 
Miramamolin would assist him against 
his rebellious subjects, extorted a large sum^ 
from a Jew of Bristol by a new and inge- 
nious kind of torture : be condemned him 
to have a tooth drawn every day till he 
consented to lend the money; and the Jew 
parted with six grinders before he submits 
ted. After the schism, as the Heretics 



began first to persecute the Catholics^ and 
then, one another, the misbelievers were 
forgotten. Cromwell even favoured them ; 
in one respect he differed from all his con* 
temporary fanatics, for he willingly allowed 
to other sects the toleration which he 
claimed for his own. Under his protec- 
tion Manasses Ben Israel printed three 
editions of the Bible in Hebrew, This^ 
Ilabbi is generally supposed ta have been 
a Spaniard, but the Portugueze claim him, 
and I think we shall not be disposed to 
contend with them for the honour, — espe- 
cially as niost persons would decide in their 
favour, without examination. 

During the Jast reign an attempt was 
- ipade to naturalize them, in a body j and, 
the measure would have been effected had 
it not been for the indignant outcry of the . 
people, who very properly regarded it as an ^ 
act of defiance, or at least of opposition, . 
to the express language of prophecy. But 
this feeling has abated, and were th«. 
attempt to be rene\ved it would meet with. 
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little opposilion. In Catholic countries 
our pictures and crucifixes perpetually set 
before the Christiana's eyes the sufferings 
of his Redeemer, and there is no possi- 
bility of his forgetting the history of his 
religion. 'Even the niost trifling ceremony 
is of use. At one of the public schools . 
here, the boys on Easter Sunday rush out 
tff the chapel after prayers, singing 

He is risen, he is risen, 
AlKthe Jews must go to^prisen. 

This custom is certainly very old, (hougli 
I cannot learn that it was ever usual to 
imprison this wretched people upon this 
festival. Some of these boys cut the straps 
df a Jew's box one day, and all his ginger- 
bread nuts fell into the street. Complaint 
was made to the master j and when he 
questioned the citlprits what they could 
say in their defence, one of them stepped 
forward and said, '* Why, sir, did not they 
crucify oiir Lord !'' Without admitting the 
j^ea in exciise, it may be remarked that 
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if the boy bad not remembered lus Easter 
di ymesy he would have been as ipdifl^rent 
to the crime of the Jews as the iiest of his 
cowtrymen. 

Some years ago one of the best Uving 
dramatists wi»te a ccxaedy for the pur* 
pose of representing the Jewish charact^ 
in a fitvourable light* The {day was Ver^f 
successful^ and the Jews were so wA 
pleased that tb^y presented the author 
with a handsome gratuity** A farce was 
•toought forward at another tim^ called Iho 
JewBqf ; and the fraternity knowing that 
it was impossible to repnssent this class 
fiivourably, assembled in great numbers, 
and actually danwed the piece* * This sin* 
gle fact is sufficient to prove that th^ libertyv 
which they enjoy is unbounded. It Is not 
perely the open exercise of their religion, 
which is p^mitted them, they are even 
suffered to write and publish against Chris- 
tianity. If the permission of blasphemy 

• This was pnbficlj asserted at flie timt^ but us* 



were no sin^ there ^uld be^He evil i» 
i^tis Uoenoe, so little ate Aiey able to Riake 
pfoseiy tes. '?lie only apostate whom ifaejr 
have made ivithin the memory of^ma* i» 
Hie rery person wh» oceo^^aed tjie instiir- 
reetioa against the Catlk>lio» in ¥T90^ and 
l¥ho aAerw«rds lo^ his senses, r^nottnce<t 
Ids ta,khy and) though ^ nobtd Ihmilyy 
JHed in a publie priscm, a lamcmlai^kL^ 
glaalQ&of dfyine vaigetuice. 

In 'Rome- these misbeUovers are obliged 
to hear a s^mon oneea we^i here » 
sermon ttttTacyts^tbem as a noTeltji On»^ 
of the Methodist itinerants, somie few 
years ago, fancg^ing that, like fit. "¥tcen^ 
f^efrer, h^ had 'ft special gift forcAsTeftiiig^ 
this stiff-necked genefttion, undeqrtook t^ 
^oirfnte their errom, and Mritffd them W 
'iftiend 1mpreacfaihg#Rie place appointecl 
iras the great Methodist Chapel in Tot- 
teifhlKn^oUiii; RoM ; and they assemble(|^ 
inisucfa tJTOwds as* to filHhe chapel aiid4he 
tourt In ;which H is buijt, Chia^ of th« 
-windoTvs was tatjua out, and tbct oni}f»r^ 
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taktiig Ut stand in Ihe opening «diirdB0eii - 
tlie 'congr«gmtMi bolb withm add with6i# 
nt the same time* There can be no relMoir 

, to rappose that they teamt with homrts 
BMre woessible 4o€onWction than ttsoal r 
hist^ had i^ been tho ease, the fwstbod 
"vfaieh thb fraatic toofcivatt little lic^ ^ 
hesuecessiui; for he began hf telliifg" 
ihen Aat he wa& not jet tuveatjr jcavfroUjr^ 
tiiat he had no hunuui IcuAing whatef«f ^^ 
aad £batferalLhewas abouttosaj^tothem' 

. ha ibniflted to4lle inraediate impidserof tlie^ 
1m4^ The vest of his d^scourae. iNoi iA 
diaraclar vith. the beginahigy «id the 

^Jhswa ntmmed, the greater jHimtar ridiim]u« 
iflghitfotly^ themcNrethou^t^Iremem.- 
heiiag theti? aWkiam agiainsthtm who pre*- 
aames <tawiqpei(k in the name of ihe Loid, 
what the Lord Jg^i^nofccniimaQded htifi 
to wpeak. . Yet from» the readiness with 
which they a8sembled*to l)j^ him^it does 

. Mt appear iiri|)06sible5 that if some ttue 
aktkHuiAi inspired with th^ zeal of our 
St, Viccttite^ were to ^Ikct^ttlem togelSer,- 
. H 2 ' - 
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their curiosity might be made ase of toithe 
triumpjii of the faith, and the salvation of 
souls* 

The English church has no zeal for souls. 
At the beginning of the Jast century the 
daughter , of a rich Jew^ bj «ame Jacob 
Maudes de Breta, was at her own instance 
publicly baptized. The £ither ran into the 
ohttrch like a madman^, charged the offi* 
ciatiBg clergyman to desist, and, when he 
perceived that this was in vain^ cursed his 
child with the bitterest imprecations^^and 
prayed to bis God that the church might 
&I1 ii]^ and crush all who were concerned 
III the ceremony. After this he. utterly 
di^wned her : — the law had made no pro- 
vision for such cases, and the parish were 
o]i>liged to. support hisr ; which, to their 
^honour, they did in a manner suitable to 
h^r former situation in life. At their peti« 
tion, however, a bill was enacted compel- 
ling the Jew$ to provide decently for their 
cpnverted children. ^Thus much was done 
upon the emergency of the case^ and no*' 
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Ibing more. Not the slightest effort is 
made for their conversion, nor theslight- 
est impediment opposed to the pnUic ce- 
lebration of cerehionics^ which the Gospel 
has expressly abrogated. The Jews have 
nothing to complain of, except that they 
pay tithes to the clergy, and that they are 
liable to the trouble of parish offices— the 
law even allowing them to be made church- 
wardens. Any perijon may be excused 
from serving this officfe if he chooses to pay 
a fine amounting to* about ten pieces of 
eight : it is not long smc6 a parish in Lon- 
don nominated a J^w fot the sake of get- 
ting this money ; he, however," was deter- 
mined to disappoint them by taking the 
situation ;— the profanation was theirs, not 
bis; — ^and accordingly the church affiiirs 
for the year were Actually managed bjr this 
son of the Synagogue. 

It may well be supposed that when Bo- 
naparte was in Syria his movements were 
anxiously watched by the Jews. There was 
a great stir amoug them, and it is proba- 
h3 
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ble that if he had invited them bj procla* 
mation, and promised to giye thera Pales* 
tiae^ armies would have been raised to take 
and keep possession of that Holy Land^ 
to whicii they look^ indiridualTy and 
colkctively^ as their destined gatherings 
place. Individually, I say, because it is 
taught by many Rabbis, that tBe children 
of Israel, wherever buried, can rise again 
at the coming of the Messiah, nowhere 
except in the Promised Land ; and they, 
therefwe, who are interred in any other 
part of the world, will have to make their 
-way there through the caverns of the earth ; 
« long and painful journey, the difficulty 
and fatigue of which are equivalent to pur* 
gatory. ' I know not whether this is be* 
lieved by the English l^bbis ; but that tie 
English Jews attach as devout a reverence 
to the very soil of Jerusalem as we do to 
-the Holy Sepulchre itself, is certain » One 
of the wealthiest among them, in late 
iimes, made a pilgrimage there; and 
brought back with him boxes fall of the 
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fftrih to line bis grave* Unhappy people I 
n^bose arrotas the more inveterate because 
k is mingled Trith the noblest tdAinga^ and 
vhose obstinate hope and heroic perseve* 
lance ve must condemn while we admire. 
: No particular dress is enjoined them bj 
law^ nor indeed is any such mark of di* 
sfbietion necessary : tbey are sufficiently 
distinguished by a c«ist of complexion and 
ftatures^ which, with leave of our neighs 
]bi[iarl^^ I will caH A fV>itQgue2e look.— ^ 
96me ^i tht lowest brder let their beardt 
grow, and wear a sort of black t«nic with a 
gtrdle; the chief ostensible tradeofthtselasn 
& in 6\d dothed, but they deal also in stefclt 
gMd^, and ndt unHiequently in lc:oinitlg. 
A raco of Hel^rew lads who infest yott in 
the streets witli .oi'anges and red slippenr^ 
or tempt school-boys to dip in ft bag for 

• This is not the only initance in ^hich tbs aa- 
tfaor discofcrt a disposition to sneef at the Portu- 
{Cucze, with the same kind of illiberalitj m which 
tlie English too frequently itidulge tbemscl?e8 against 
the Scotch.''— Tr. 

H 4 



1S2 Z.ETXSB; i;xm.. 

gingerbread mitS) aie the great dginis in 
uttering base silver; when it is worn.W 
bare to circulate any longer they buy it up 
at a low price, whtten the brass again; 
and again send it abroad. You meet Jew 
pedtars every whese, ttavolling with boxes 
of haberdashery at their backs^ cuckoa 
docks, sealing wax^ quills, weather glass* 
es5 green spectacles, clumsy figures ia 
plaister of Paris, which you see over the 
chimney of an alehouse parlour ki tha 
country, or miserable prints of the kin^ 
ftnd queen, the four seasons, the cardinal 
iirtues>the last naval victory, the prodigdL 
fon^ and such ' Uke subjects, eveih the 
Nativity and the Crucifixion; butwheor 
they meet with a likely chapmim, they 
prodttde others of the most obscene and 
inischievous kind. Any thing ior money ,.h 
in cojfitempt of their own law as well as 
oif the law of the country : — ^the pork-. 
Ijiutchers are commonly Jews. AH these 
Ipw classes have a shibboleth of their own^ 
93 remftrkahle a& their physiognomy; ami 
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hk some parts of the city they are sonqme-* 
roas, that when I strayed into tbeif pre* 
eihcts one day, and saw so many Hebrew 
uiscriptions in the shop windows, and so 
many long beards 'in the streets, I b^an 
to fancy that I had disco voed the tea 
tribes. 

Some few of the wealthiest merchants 
are of this persuasion ; you meet 'with 
none among, the middle order of tradesmen^ 
excepl sometimes a silversmith, or watcli- 
nlaker; ordinary profits do not content 
them. Heno^ they aregreat stock-jobb^^ 
and the business of stock-broking is rtry 
much in their bands. One of these Jeitr 
brokers was in a coffee-house during the 
timeof the mutiny in the fleet, when tidings 
arrived that the sailors had seized admi- 
ral Colpoys, and had actually hanged him. 
The news (which afterwards proved to be 
false) thunderstruck all present. If it were 
true, and so it was believed to be, all hopes 
^of accommodation were at an end; the 
mutineers could only be supprest by force^ 
H 5 



end vimt farce wcmld be able to s«ppi«fl». 
them I While they were siknt in such 
iciections^ the Jew was calculating his 
own bs» from the eftct it would produce 
npoa the fdndn, and he broke the silence- 
hjf esdalming, in Hd»rew-£ngli9fa> Jify 
Gott! de stpies! articulated with a decp^ 
sigh, and accompanied with a shrug of 
diouldersy and an elevation of eyebrows* 
m ttBphatie as the exelamatioBr^ 

England has beenr calkd the hell o£ 
iuiaei^ the purgatory of servants^ and the 
yaiudise of women : it may be added that 
ip is the heayen of the Jews, — alas^- theyr 
ftai« n^ othisr heayea to cSEpect I 



m 



LETTER LXm 



infidelity. — tts Grozcth in England^ and 
little Extent. -^Pythagoream. — Tho 
mas Try on. -* Ritson . — P<igans . — A 
Cock sacriJiced.^--^Thoma$ Taylor. 

1* ROM Jew to Infidel-i— an easy transition, 
after the example of Acosta and Spinosa. 

When the barriers of religion had been 
broken down: by the schism, a -v^ay was 
opened for every kind of impiety. Infide- 
lity was suspected to cxiA at the court of 
the acctfi'gedi JElizabeth; it was avowed at 
Tier successor's by lord Herbert of Cher- 
bury ; a man unfortunate' in this deadly 
error, but otherwise for his genius and va- 
lour and hig'h feelings of honour. Worthy 
to have lived in a happier age and country, j 
Hi^ brother was a religious poetj famoiil 



in his. day ; had they been Spaniards, the 
tMie would have been a hero, the other » 
aaini; — ^but the good seed fell among^ 
tiu^ms^ and the thorns' sprung up with it 
and choked it. During the great RebeW 
lion, a small party of the leaders were 
' Deists ; fiinalickm was thea^he epidemie ; 
they made noattempt to spread their prin*- 
jpipleS) and were s^ficpt away at the Resto- 
iratioq, which, after- it.had destroyed febeU 
lion and fanaticism, struck at the root or 
liberty and morals. An ogen .profligacy 
of manners had shewn . itself imder the 
xeign of the first Jam^ ; it disappeared^ 
during the subsequent str.ugg}e&> when aU 
the stronger passioids and feelings were cal- 
led into>.action : but when once the couiv* 
try felt itself settled in peace, this spirit 
revived, and^ the court of Charles exhibit*^ 
ed a shameless, indeoency, of which £a-- 
rope had seen no-e»mple since the days, 
of the Roman emperors.. Yet^ perhaps^ 
the most shocking blasphemy of tbia-^ 
]Ua«{ihem<»ia age is the cwonizatioac o£ 



•Ktfig *Chaxles''tli» Mart^; foFsudf tk^ 
siyle bim, in m«cker}c as it migbt sectaivof 
'Martyrdom, if we <^ not know the^inv- 
fmdence g£ adnlationv His^office, for his 
i^iival is r^ularly cdebrated^ ^api^iiei to 
rdii&'beretksal kifig tboge tests of Sciriptuiae 
-which most pointedly aikicleto4he su£^ 
ings. and death of Christ. A poet of* that 
'reign even dared to call him Christ the 
Second i'—It is not true that the prayers tb 
the most Holy Virgin were ever addressed 
in the churches to Elizabeth, as Ribada- 
neyra has said r bat this impiety^ noi le^ 
shocking^ and not less absurd, is con^ 
rtued to this day, — and the breviary whiek 
contains it, in the vulgar tongue, is in 
every person's hands. 

From the time of the Hevolution, in 
1688, the Deists became bolder, and ven*- 
tured to attack Christianity from the pressi. 
. They did it, ind^, covertly and with de^ 
oency. The infidelity of thesewriters bears • 
itoresemblance to the irreligious proffligacy 
9S Charles' €9i»tieFB> in vrihiom- disbelief 



^ng 4e<flbet of a ykiiomf^hfttbti. Itptih^ 
cetAA ia ihcae irom aft erring reasoft; 
*tiieir Ibos^ft w Ae sttppmsed aasMir aa the 
iMidencjr was dJBCQYeredy miid tiie authofs^ 
^tfHncAmn imm8beelj.se that thej didliille^ 
taiuoIm£ Caadorcei jka» ideifttioii^d : acMie 
•of thett as the gmi^phiioMipbers of £{|g-- 
JafaJ ; but tbe ('reach ate rMicnlonsly ig-^ 
•iHomnidf JSflglisli UUratorey and the truth 
.k ibai ikey hiHro no reputaliDn, aolxtdj 
ever thinking either of them or thi^r 
•vrorhSi J^linghrohe alone is remeoiber^ 
4ai .bi»poHtieal lite^ so mischievaoB to kis 
.ewa country and to Eirrope ; his literapj 
Jbam ba» died a natural deaths — he yf^ 
^ually ^orthlesft a& a writer and a man. 

Voltaire infected this island as he did the 
wtadn^iacnt^ — of ail authors the most mis- 
^ievous and the most detestable. IliB 
j^edeeessers bad disbelieved ChristianiljCi 
Jiat he hated* Christ; theirivritings "Wqm 
jaddnss^ to-sliidioiu men ; he vrrote ior 
4he crowd) for women^ and bo js, addre$$rr 
jfl^hin^f ta t(Afir¥il0stas|^d< basest psvkj 



was^ contcplmg their moinik tlHit k^ 
SBigbt dggtmj their fiotk Yet not^iiit^ 
4itu!uhng the cireBl^tiQii of his wont woikB 
^M^ktj paper aiidmw(N:n types bjrtaK 
mUii^ anetionenft sukI at oouotigr faim i 
iRitmlhstaiidliig the dtheisai with vhidh 
the Scotch* univenities have impawned siaoe 
the days of Hume ; and notwiihstandhig: 
Ae uoioa betweai^ infidelity and sedttioa 
'during; the kte war,, which ruined the de» 
-mocraftc party,, it is remarltahle how trfN^ 
fling' an efiect has been produced.. An at» 
tempt was made some tweufy years agoti^ 
^eslftbHsh' a deistical place of worship ; it 
•fen to the ground for want of support*.-^ 
TheTheophilanthropists nefer extended ti^ 
'JEngland . A few clerks oAd prentices wifl 
•itill repeat the jests* of Paine, and the UmH 
phemies of Voltaire; and a few surg^oKa 
and physieiaiYs will continue in tlieir mk6- 
table pliysics or metaphysics tasubst^Ms 
Halurein the place <^ God ; butthic^isalK 
Bren these, as they grow clder> eonferm t6 
toitteof the ttany^ modes of worship ihtlte 



cbulitfy 9 either from conviction, or for ihw 
^tefest) or because wiiateyer they may think 
•of the importance of religion to themv 
-fl^yes, they fed that it i$ indispensable for 
their fiunilies. Judaism can be dangerous 
RDwheve tinless where a^lai^ proporticm of 
'&e people are ceneeakd Jews r but that- 
infidelity, unrestrained as it is in this land 
of arror,,should be able to produce so little 
^il,, is indeed honounible to the instincts 
4dt mir ' nature, and to the truth of a relif 
.|pk>niW^ich,mutilated.Bnd corrupted as it 
,i|^ can still maintain its superiority*, 
:. Whtere every man is allowed to have a 
.£iith of his- own, you will not wonder i£ 
(the most ludicrous opinions should some^ 
times be started, if any opinions in so im» 
.pottant a matter may be called ludicrous 
^ without impiety.. The strangest which I 
Jufve yet heard is that of an extraordinary 
man who had passed great part of his life in 
jSpain.: It was his opinion that there is pp 
God now, but that there would be one b?f 
and by; for the organization of the uni*- 



varse^ wben ii becmne perfect, would pro* 

duoe a universal Mind or common Sensor 

riom. A sail^i, wbo piiblished the Hisr 

tory of Ills Voyages^ e&piesses his abhor- 

rei»:e of a watery grave, because it would 

be out of rieach of the 8un> which dse, h« 

tbougbt, would revivify him in the sbap^ 

of some plant or animal, such, perhaps as 

be might have had a sympathetic affection 

&t ivhiile he lived. Pythagoreans in diet 

have been rather more common than in 

ftith . A certain ThomasTryon attem]p(ed 

to form a sect of such about a century agp^j 

the disciple who wrote his epitaph says 

that ho almost worked his body up into 

90ui. But, ' though abnost every folljr 

seems to strikie root in England as in a con«. 

ipeoial soil, this never could be naturalized^ 

The pulse diet of Shadrach, Meshech and 

Ab«dnego, would hardly become populai 

in a country where Beef-Heater is a title of 

honour,, where the soldiers march to battle 

with a song about roast-beef in thei^ 

ilptfiutlis^,: instead of a prayer, and wJiere 



tbe whole nation personify themsdrfes fty 
*he name of Jolin the Bull*. Thii TVfba 
published a few books in his lifetime: hift 
iect, if he ever formed any, died with him 
*— and he is so nearly forgottto,. that. When 
1 heard him spoken of lately, w new book 
upon the sam^ principle being the topic of 
conversation, the rest of Ike cdmpanyr 
4t^ as ignorant of Ms ^i^enc^ ste itiy^ 
selfe The new hook whfcb fed to this b 
file work of Ritson,one of the most learned 
£nglldi ailtiqaarians, but of so anfaappy t^ 
.t6mp3r, that it is gen«»tlly believed he 4§ 
demnged. We should think him pos^^ 
fiiessed, firoin the Evidence of this essay^ 
every page and almost every line of whicte 
teems with blaspliemy ;— it is fuU of openr 
»rtd avowed hatred of Religion and of !Nta> 
inre, and decrarations that if there be » 
Cr(!)d,^liemust be a filing whatldights in? 

* Juan elToro. It is^ needless- to oommeot upoW 
this passage ; there may, however, be some readers 
who do sot know that Beef esiter is a cormption o^ 
itt^ffHkr^ Biiffei k a e<ip«-bo«rd-— or sUe-boartl^ 
dliplajred* Beau-faU-^Tm. 
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in^ligiiitjr. God kave oiercjr iipm ihh 
poor wretched jsi&a, wlio seemi to find a 
liea^ier puni^hoaept 19 tbe widbediiess dT 
)ii8 own faeaft, thaa eacthly km could ia* . 
fliat u|K>a him ! 

. Tk^ prisiciple of abstaining from aniiml 
^od is Aot ia itself either culpable or i;u 
dicttlous^ if deceatlj^ dbcui^sed. We know 
thai in many cases wbere iadnlgenee i$ not 
sinful, abstinence is meiit(H'ioas» Xb^re U 
therdbre nothing irreligious in'tbeopinioii^ 
aii4 certainly it is favourable in sdme of ita 
consatjueases'to morality^ But ultimateljr 
-it resolves itself into tbe political question^ 
Wbeth^ the greater population can be 
maintained upon animal or vegetable diet i 
It is to be wished the pythagoreans in 
England were numa-ou^ and philosophical 
enough to carry on a series of experiment* 
^poa this sulgect, and upon the pbisical 
effects of their system. 

We who acknowledge fasting to be a 
duty at stated times, and an act of deYO« 
tioii.^at<ijlbei:9» and who have tlH; example 
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of the more rigid monastic orders, sbaTI 
tbink these people less absurd than their 
' own eoiintrjman think them, and perhaps 
less than they really are, as the principles 
of religion hare nothing to do with' theif 
speculations. But what will you say when 
I tell you, that there are also Pagans in* the 
country, actual worshipers of Jupiter and 
i <^v» Juno, who beNeve in Orphans instiead of 
Christ, Homer and Hesiod instead of the 
prophets, Plato arid Plotinus instead of the 
apostles I There is a story of an English* 
ujL9jk at Rome who pulled off his hat to a 
«tatue of Jupiter, saying, " I beg, sir, if 
ever you g-et into power dgain, you wiH 
remember that I paid my respects toyott 
in your adversity.'* Those wliom I no^ 
speak of are more serious in their feith. I 
iiave heard of one who sacrificed a cock to 
Esculapius, at midnight, and upon a high 
place, in the midst of a large city. 
- The great apostle of the Heathen gods is 
one Thomais Taylor. He openly avows \is 
heUef,, saying, ia a page prefixed to one of 
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Ms works, which he didicatcs to the SAcred 
Majesty of Trulii,— ^^ Mr.Thomas Taylor, 
the Platonic philosopher, and the modern 
Pldlion, consonant to that philosophy, 
{HTofesses polytheism ." For many years he 
1ms been labouring indefatigably (o propa- 
gate this faith by the most unexceptionable 
means, that of translating the Heathen 
p}iilo8ophers, and elucidating their most 
mysterious parts. His doctrines have 
made little or no progress, not because 
ttey are too nmisensical, for in these cases 
the more nonsense the better, but because 
.thej are. too obscure, and require too much 
attention to be understood, if, indeed, they 
be not altogether unintelligible. His fame, 
however, has reached the Continent. Early 
in the French Revolution the Marquis Ya* 
kdi came over to visit him : he called at 
liis house, dressed in white like an aspi* 
rant ; fell at his feet to worship the divine 
vestorer of the Platonic philosophy ; rose 
up to put a bank note of twenty pounds in 
his hand as an offering, and insiirted upon 
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Ibeiog permitted to live in the Louse wifli 
him, that he might enjoy evfery poss&fle 
op^rtumtj of profiting by his Jessons, In 
rain did the philosopher lepresfDt the waaf 
4[>f room in his house, h£ method of liTing, 
the incoavenience to hkoflelf and io hk 
pu^« Nothing would satisfy themar* 
^uis,^f there was bo o4her noom^ hei 
would hstte a bed put up in the slodtyr 
whei3e they were eonversiug ;— away ha 
weal to orda* it, and was immediately do^ 
taesticatod.— *Afier some Utde time it was 
disooFered 'Uiat he was disptosed to woishifr 
tie mfe instead of the husband^ and here 
ended the Plaibnism. They pavtod, how«^ 
evef , in frienddiip. Valedi had kftjFVasee 
to escape from a youug wife, beeaufie,. fad 
mid, she had no soul 4 be went back td 
ttdce a part in the &e volution. Taylor siawi 
him in.thediligenoe as he was setting off;.. 
he was in complete iiegimentGils, wi&i» 
fince eadked hat,-*aad his last woi^ 
wiene, '^ Icamehere Diogefiee, and I letumt 
Ahrynrafar/^ His fete ifas lib^ HuBi o£ 
many wiser and belter men ; he perished 
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by the guillotine^ being ohe of the twenty* 
two who suffered with Brissot. 

Transmigration forms a part of this Py- 
thagorean Platonisfs ciped^ . He says of 
Julian the Apostate, ^^ The greatness of 
his soul is so visible ill his writings, that 
we may safdy believe what he asserted of 
bvBmlii that he had fonneriy If^m Atec* 
ander Oie Great''. 
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Eagerness of the English to be at wcnrtmth 
Spain, 

It is amusing enough to hear these people 
talk of the pride of the Spaniards, when 
they themsdyes are as proud as the Porta* 
gueze. The Dons, as they call us, are, in 
their conception, very haughty, jealous 
to excess, and terribly revengeful, but 
honourable and right rich ; therefore thejr 
like io deal with us in time of peace, and 
the slightest rumour of war makes every 
sailor in the service think he is infallibly 
about to make his fortune. So whenever 
the government b^in by going to war 
with France, it is calculated upon that war 
with Spain will follow. They reserve it as 
a sweetener for the nation ; when the peo« 
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pleb^inio be weary of their burthens, 
and to suspect that no good can come of a 
contest carried on without vigour, without 
system, and in fact without object or means, 
a declaration against Spain puts them in 
good humour, the seamen come from their 
hiding-places, and pirates swarm out from 
every sea-port. 

There is certainly nothing like national 
enmity between England and Spain, each 
nation is too honourable not to do justice 
to the character of the other. They speak 
of our weakness with a contemptuous pride, 
which sometimes excites a Spaniard's 
shame, but more frequently his indignation ; 
but in their soberand settled judgment they 
avow that it is the interest of England to 
see us strengthened rather than humiliated, 
and that their wishes accord with their true 
^policy. They say, and say truly, that 
Spain and Portugal, united and in health, 
would form an excellent counterpoise to 
the power of France ; that. our peninsula 
seems made by Nature to bea powerfi^l 
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empire, and that it would be to the advan- 
tage of Europe that it should again become 
so. Yet upon the slightest pretext for 
quarrelling With* us all this* would be for- 
gotten ; • the* prospect of plunder would 
intoxicate the people, the govefriment 
would do any thing to gratify the sailors, 
and the buccaneering would begin again. 
They forget that in proportion as fhey 
weaken Spain they derange still more the 
balance of power : they forget that by cut- 
ting off the coinmunication between the (wo 
countriies, they compel us to use our own 
manufactures instead of theirs, thus teach- 
ing us to become independent of them, 
knd doing for lis what we ought to do for 
ourselves ; and they forget also that war 
forces us to become again a military nation, 
and disciplines a navy, which only wants 
discipline'to' contend once more for the so- 
vereignty of the seas. 

After all, if a balance were struck, Eng- 
land would find little reason for triumph. 
Our gunboats have injured the commerce 
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^tEngUskd ffiorethu the navy 'bi En^lsi^L 
tm hmt tiie tXBde of Spain. /A g^k»aii 
inihe ocmne of ^ seven years' war is\tt 
a poor €ompeii6atk>n forQttiralt^ 
. yeaxs hlodcaded, and the straights liaid 
vxth. armed vesscb^ like a defile, i? hioh 
' came out like greyhounds upon erdty mer* 
chant dip, and insulted and endangeied 
their three»decker$. 

But never wcare a people^o easily duped. 
They believe one and all that tiieir last 
vmr with us was exceediugiy glcxrioils, 
because^ by the ^owftrditse of soine oif our 
Cf^taias and the insubordination of dth^, 
our fleet suffered that unfortunate defeat 
off €ape St. Vincent. They do not vemem* 
ber how we beat their fiunous Ndlon from 
Tem^riffe, where he left a limb behind him 
as a relick to show that he had heen thcare. 
They forget their disgraceful repulse at 
Ferrol, and their still mote disgracrfnl 
attempt upon Cadis, when, in spite of the 
governor's admirable lettier^ which stated 
i2 
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the situation (^ the toim, and in tpitet^f 
the destructive oonaequences 0( victory to 
themselves, if they had been victtHriovs, 
their troops were aetnally embarked in the 
boats for the parpose of >inflictiiig tl^e 
ciirse of war apon a peopk tiien su&ring 
'"pestilence and famine. England oeght 
. to regard it as the happiest event of the war 
that the commander recalled his order»in 
time, either for shame or hunumity, or 
more truly under the impulse of a merciful 
Providence ; for had the disease onoefotmd 
way^ into that fleet, powerful as it was, all 
discipline would have been at an end ; no 
port could have refused admittance to sttch 
an armament, and. the pestilence would 
have been spread from one exttemity .of 
the Mediterranean to the other, wd to 
England herself at last. 

They wonder that no expedition was 
sent against oiir Am^ican possessions ; 
not in' the least doubling that Mexico and 
P^ni would have fallen into their 
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as4f "we had' myt sent bacK tlieii^ Drake aad * 
tk^ir Btetlegh .^.iili slimne, and as if the * 
age of their Raleghs aad Drakes was not * 
^er! After the overthrow of Dumouriez. 
aiid his. party in France, Miranda came^ 
over to England^ hoping to be employed ' 
in fiiniie such wise prefect against his native ^ 
c&tkMty^;^ 'A^quaoksof every kind) pcili- 
tieal aS'Wett as physical, flouidsh in this 
islAtfd, iiig surprising that bts taks were' 
not listened to'as well as those of the' 
French emigrant; for the ignorance of- 
thiS'imtion witfi respect to. the history smd. 
pieseat. state of our colonies is profound. 
They do not know that after having de- 
stroyed the bloody and execrable idolatry 
of the 'American Indians, we impartod to 
then our arts> our language and our reli<^ 
gi<»r; and that the spiritual conquests of 
our mtssismarics were. not less rapid, nor 
less extiaordinary,. than thevictpries of 
Cortes and Ptzarro* In . the sixteenth 
€Oiilttn|f,.tlieiaaguage>iiistory and customs 

I a 
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of Moxica and Pem vftxe ehicidaiad ibi 
bpdks priatad in the country, <uid. now, in , 
tbe; njoQtemth, nothing issneafrom thor 
p;^ in Jamaica and the other f^ngliidl- 
Iiihu^,:exceptafewnijser^blenewspaperfif; ; 
efery nnmberof wluqhcontain$ AornQthingo 
dii^afieful tQ the fkigjish character aadT; 
to hnn^to na;tui^» I > ha?e soen some o£) 
these prtecioiM publications. Thpjral;K>und) 
^fotbnoticesr.whiohi shoyf : with . whftt . -pror^ . 
pfiety .these islaadeaes. cry o out against tkie.f 
dn^elty lof the. Spanisk qanqu^p^s.) BcwPr . 
pcgr^ oriOioonokO) or . Quiiasbee, (for:th«Be > 
heretics nerec baptise their slaves I) is ad« . 
Tecti8eda3ainm#away; heis tobe^bnpwn^ 
by the bmod iof > a hot iron upon his breast i 
or fenshfi^ the scars of the whip,, and 
])erhapa 4be.iBark of his fttters ;-— and it is . 
sometinttsiadd^ thatheiis suppdsod totfae 
bavfaoured by his > wife^r^barbDmsd bjr. hssu 
w^ I TUa phrase, alon^ is : sufficient > f<^. 
national infamy. 
It amuses me to hear, thjsse pecq^^le.talk. 
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\ 

of tlieir West Indian possessions. Eng- 
land has as great an idea of her own im*- 
l^itance and .power, as a on^-eyed man 
has of the magnitude of his nose^ when 
the candle is on his blind side. 



i4 
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Excursion to Greenwich.'^Watermen.^^ 
Patent Shot Tower. '-^Albion Mills.?^ 
Essex Marshes. 

jThe English say that their palaces are 
like hospitals, and their hospitals like pa- 
laces ; and the exterior of St. James's and„ 
of Greenwich justifies the saying. I have 
seen this magnificent asylum for old sea-^ 
men, which is so justly the boast of the 
nation*. 

As it was my wish to see the whole 
course of the river through the metropolis,. 
I breakfasted at the west end of the town 
with W. who had promised to accompany 
me, and we took boat at Westminster 
bridge. From no part of the river are so. 
many fine objects to be seen as from this. 
On one side arc the groves and palaos of, 
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tfae Primate at Lambetli ; on the othor, the.^ 
riesidence of the Speaker, whipfa is now re- 
pairing intx>ll^iatQ style; the abbey ; and 
Westminster Hall,, the great court of jus-, 
tiee, livhose prodigious size and greater 
ntiquityur^ider it aa^object not less vene- 
lable^and ic^pres^ive than the minster. 
The boats which ply. upon the Thames 
are admirably consjtmcted^ ^^gj l^ght, 
and sharp, they almost Hy through the 
Traten They.arenimabered and registered; 
the watermen wear a badge, and haVe a. 
particukr costui&e— any deviation from 
the ordinary English dr^ is an improve^ 
meiii ; — the fares, like those of tlie hackney 
ooachmen, are r^ulated by law, and it is 
the cheapest as well as the pleasantest 
modeof conr^ance.' On Sundays they are 
forbidden to ply ♦ — one of the stupid and 
superstitiousinter<tictions this of Calvinism . 

* A certain number of watermen are permitted to • 
pi J on Sunda^rs ; they pay an annual ackaowled|fment - 
on that account fo the Watermea*s Company ! RelU« 
gioBi and profit are thus combined I — Tr. 
I 5 
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•— jforSundiiy iiS'Ae vfty day on vUcb tbef 
would*' fi&d^ the most employ. Tiiey skr 
idly upon the be&cb before the alebottseiir 
doof by tbe water-side^ cursing tbe regvi^^ 
tiou wMeh keeps them idte; and the un-r 
lucky person whose way- Ika a^ong the 
liver must toil through dust and heat, ar 
double distance perhaps^ because forsooth' 
no numner (^ work is to be done upon ihift 
sabbsEth day. 

^ The banks of the iriver are not made 
ornamental o the city ; a few streets C(»iie^ 
down to it at right angles^ but ncme are 
built pare%l with the water. The first; 
remarkable object bdow the bridge is a- 
tower constructed £EHr> making shot' by ai 
new process : the^fcistory of its invention* 
is cmriotts.. About Q^«.i3nd-twenty jtwts 
ago a Mr, Watts was engaged in this trade : 
hfs wife dreamt that she saw him making 
shot in anew manner, and related her dre^m 
to him : he th<night it worth some atten^ 
tion, made the experiment, and obtained 
a patent for the invention^ whieht he af- 



terwurds sold, for tea tbpuijaiid pquods. 
\ raoge of buildijiga called the Ad^pbi, 
^i9]ir axe. t^e, h^^qmest ia Loadoabe- 
ofoa&tlj^y ar^.faoedwijtb.a CQio^^itiou. 
bavii^ the.app€;mHCc o^ stoQe,*--^iii€^' ' 
set Hpuse^ a xBag^ificeqt, put^K; build^, 
of vbich tbe wQK^.gqc^ on so s\o[wljy that, 
cilae half the edifice, noil ia th^^ natural} 
QQUrse of', deqa; bccOfOQ a ruia hdlom th^ 
c^r is fiaish^y-T-aiid the gaid<|is.of the. 
Utrnjie^ one of tha lawrcoU^g«s.pr iansof 
court as th£gr ane calledi, gi?^ some intcatvit 
to this part of the rivfcf : the tik^mi v^^ 
e^ery whcafe choafced vnihJba^rgffgol^lnch^ 
ai^rc^tiQiinihei; arejbtdeii i^th ciM^hrcqal* 
^ A£liejBW!^!oftSt^ asceiids. i|iOi|^,the., 
iiKet isi 'Blackfiriar8rr*]the seqond of tinQ 
thr^ bci4ges> close^by ^hiph. tbci coiamQ% 
sefweA di^chaxgc^ tbomselv^^ ao^ blacky, 
tbe w$^t^ round alKiut» There is a stiCQi|g> 
ecbo under this badge* Oa the South* 
^fBAdid^ are the ruiAa of a large. buiUiai^ 
oaEedibe Albion lilills^ which was.eiectedt 
fox tha purpose of securing to the laetio^ 
16 
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polls a certain supply of 'flour. A great 
capital was vested in this useful undertak- 
ing ; but perhaps in no country arer cla- 
mours so easily raised by the interested,- 
and so greedily believed by the ignorant, 
as in England. The very axioms of OHii. - 
merckl policy arc hot understood by the* 
people, and it required all the firmnesfrand' 
{dltbe influence of Mr. I'itt, during the* 
searcity^ to sate the country froni the in* - 
evitable mi^ries^fydbtchi a maximum Would 
have occasidned^ . 'Bhe mitters .themselves^ 
besf ai^areof '"^hal roguery might i^e^pracM^ 
tised in their own trade^ spread abroad re--^ 
ports that the flour was adulterated with- 
M sorts of base myctULres. The Albion 
Mills took fire ; whether* 6y aeiidtiht ©r 
not is'd^Kibtful : but the mob, who on aill' 
such- oceasion& bestir themselves io ^tiii-' 
guish a fi¥e with that feady and disin-' 
terfsted activiify which ^ characterizes tlic* 
Sdglish, stood by' now as willing specta»* 
tors of the conflagration; and befure the) 
ei^inias had cea«0d to^ play upon th$ smobe^ 



mg TViihSy ballads of rejoicing w'ere (ir iht^ : 
and sung upon the spdt. The fire broke 
out during tlie night, af strong breeze "was- 
Udwing from the east, and the pafchedj 
corn fell in a blatk dho'^er above a leagti^^ 
distant : eVen fragments of Tvood still burn-^ 
ing, fell above Westminster-bridge. There' 
11^ a floating mill nport the river thns'cOh*^ 
sitracted ': a gun boat is moored head' and* 
stern, vrith a house built on it,, and a' 
-whed on each side >vhich -vforks with the 
tide. - • 

The passage of the third biidg$ is con- 
sidered as an acbievemfint of some-little 
risque :; our boat shot through it like an' 
arrow. CHose to the bridge are the great 
witer^worksby which the city is supplied. 
When it is considered that all the filth of 
this- prodigious metropolis is emptied inta 
the riv^r', it is-pfrfectly astonishing that' 
anj people should consent- to drink it*: 
Oae week's expenses of the late war would 
have built an aqueduct from the Surry hiUSy 
and an hundred fountains to havedistrktr 
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bated its riores. The Thames "vraterfefK 
meats and purifies itse^jLf: in its state offer* 
meatation it is inflammable. SU Paul's 

^ aad the Monumimt are the main objects in 
thisreadi. Below tbe bridges is the Tower 
of London, and a forest of shipping: here 
indeed we saw how truly this city may be 
GaHed the modem Tyre. Wharfs and 

. WBiehouses extend in this direction, fiur 
beyond any part of the eastarn city which 
I had explored. New docks upon a great 
scale are nearly completed in a marshy' 
called the Isle of Dc^, so named, it is 
said^ because the body of a man who bad* 
been murdered, and buried there, was dis- 
coveted by the fidelity of a dog*» 

At length we came in sight of green 
fidds and trees. Themarshes of Essex, from 
whence London is so often covered with 
fi[>g6, were on one aide ; the Kentbh hilh^ 
not far distant, on the other; the famoos' 
observatory of Greenwich, fiaom whence the ' 

* The king's boands were ke^t there when Uiei^ 
vat a royal palace at Greenwich^*-!^. 
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English calculate their longitude ; and tiie 
liospital^ a truly noble building, >Yorthy of 
the nation which has erected it, and of the 
purpose to which it is consecrated. The pa- 
lace of the Tudors stood hare. — Charles II. 
began to rebuild it, and William appro* 
priated it to its present use. About SOOO 
disabled, seamen are supported here, and. 
hoys are educated for the navy. We saw 
the refectory and the church : but, as in a 
Relicario, the place excited too much' 
feeling to obtain much attention : we were 
in the asylum of those sailors, whose skill 
and courage are unrivalled, a race of men 
without fear, and as g^n^ous as they are 
brave. What volumes might be compiled 
from the tales which these old chroniclers 
couid tell ! There is not a shore in the ha* 
bitable world but has been visited by some 
or other of these m^n, nor a hardship inci- 
dent to human mature which some of them 
have not sustained. 

We walked into tlie park, and up the 
hill^ where the rabble of London assembler 
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on Easter Monday, and roll down its green 
side^ men and women promiscuously. 
From hence we had a noble prospect of 
the river, the distant shipping, and the- 
pestilential marshes of the opposite coast. 
A. story is. told of an old native of these 
marshes, who carried on a thriving trade- 
in wives. He chose them from the hill- 
country, and within a fevv years married" 
and buried eight, all of whom he brought^ 
home upon one horse^ 
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Spanish Gmviti/ the Jest oftheE'n^Ush 
-^Sunday evening, described, — Society/ ^ 
for the Suppression of Vice. — Want of 
Holiday s^^^Bull-baiting. — Boxing^^ - 

v/ne of tlie great philesophers bere bas 
advanced a theory that the nervous and' 
electric fluids are the same^ both being" 
condensed light. If this be true,! sun-shine 
is the food of, the braiii ; and it is thifS eJ&-* 
plained why the southern nations are so- 
.much more spiritual than the English, 
and why they in thei^ turn rankiighcfr in- 
the scale of intellect than their nortftent" 
neighbours. 

Spanish gravity is the jest of this people. 
Whenever they introduce a Spaniard upon 
the stage, it is to ridicule him for his pridf} ' 
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his jealousy, and his mustachios. Ac- 
cording to their noticMis, all our vomen 
'who are not locked up in convents, axe 
locked up at home ; guarded by duennas 
as vigilant as dragons, and husbands, 
every one of wh<NAisas £exce as the Grand 
Turk. They believe, aiso,.that a Spaniard 
thinks it beneath his dignity ever to laugb, 
except when he is reading Doa.Quixotte; 
thegu indeed, his muscles are permitted <to 
fdaSft. 

I;aia;iriitiBg upop Suj»4ay weping, at 
tltehouj^ "wJ^^n in. our citi^ . thejp^ple^ a^^ 
a^thpfthcateB or. the bull-fight; when in, 
every i|(reetan4 jviUage>ihe yo;«mg are danc-i. 
ivig. with their ca^tapets, and at every^ 
4oor y^p..!^ the viola^ What isthc^ 
sceniedn Eoj^and at thj^ time,? All piiblic. 
ainu^nj^nts , ass |u:<>Iubitect by, the 48^3i|{>^^ 
G^£;alyinisat^ oxid for private ones,-rha|f 
the people seriously believe that wer^ thc^y , 
to touch a card on a Sunday, they fshould 
i^lf^nediately fiac^ ^^ devil :U.n4^r the table» 
w^is^sas^lQhaye actually app^red upon 
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such an« occasion to an old ^ady at &lii« 
The Savoyard^ whogops al^ut with his 
barrel-or^n^ dares not grindf#ven apsahn- 
UmP upon the sabbath. The old woiQfMiv 
who, sells apples at thQ corner of the street. 
Jias beea .sent to iNdspn for picQ&n^tiQn of ^ 
tha-LojidVdays- by the Society, for the. 
Sappression of Viee ; the pastrycook^ in-. 
dteAy i^ permitted to^ keep, his >h9P7;wii^ . 
dev. half' open^ becaiiise some, of * the 8<h* . 
ciety themselves are fond of iced creaoi^t 
Ynoder^^oesjacroMrdto %.T^)npa^Je|^a« 
4j»nially W if they weie^goingto a funeral ; ^ 
thegr^at^ number. are wpjai^eii j^-^inqpro. 
fi^.theii: hu8baA<Jts at the ale-housc^^ and 
you will • find thani besotting . themselves 
ih^e, because all .amusements, are prohi*. 
bitcd as well as all labpw^ aud jthey cannpt ^ 
Ivs.down lik^do^, ai^dsle^p. Ascend a. 
step higher, m society ,-Tthe chil(dren are 
yawning, and the parent^ agree that, the 
clock mi;i$t be top slow, that they may. 
accelerate, sup^r, and bed-time; In the^ 
hj^i)t m^fi^ i^dee4i there is lit^ or no- 
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distinction of' days, except that tliere is 
neither th^tre nor opera for them, and 
some among fKem scruple at cards. At- 
tempts have evdh been made to shut up 
the public ovens on this day, and' convert 
the sabbath into a fast for the poor. And ' 
these are the people who ridicule Spanish 
gravHy, and think they have reformed re- 
I%ion, because they have divested it of all' 
that is cheerful, all that is beautifiil, and 
all that is inviting. 

Our peasantry have a never-failiTig 
source of amusement in the dance aridtfie^ 
viola. Here the poor never dance; in-^ 
deed, illegal dancing is a punishable crime, * 
and if they do not dance illegally Ihey can- 
not dance at all. This requires some ex-' 
planation. Partly from custom, still'more 
ffoin the nature of the dimate, there is ncr 
d'ancing her6 in the open air ; the houses 
of the poor are too small for this diversion ; 
they must therefore meet at some public 
house where there is a room large enough . 
Tbe rich (16 this alsb ; but dancing at a> 
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ipemhdnn a-Jiead, and dancing at ty(^ 
t^eales^ are yerj different tbings-*-tbe oae 
is called a ball, (he other a sixpeiifij hop. 
The rich may take C9xe of their own mp- 

' ffals«^the police must look after the poor. 

( These public danciQgrrooms are escellent 
preparatory schools for the brothel, and 
the magistrates Very properly endeavour to 
suppijesstlieni, — or should endeavour,— for 
Ahe recent institution of a i^ociety for^rtbe 
sup{>i1es&ton of vice, seems to imply tit^t 

• tb^ laws are not executed without such as* 

. sktance* Here I must remark, that if there 
Id&one thing by which the English are,pe-» 
<;uliarly distinguished from all other piao- 

' l^le.ia ^i€ world, it is by tlieir passion f[)r 
exercising authority and enacting la^iirs. 

. When half b score or a dozen men com- 
. bine for any conunoa purpose, whe^rto 

; establish an insurance«office| to cut a ca- 
n^l, pr^evfn to set spies i)pon applcfwonien 
on a Spnday, they embody the^is^lves i^to 

: a. company, choose oiit a reprctsentative 

. ^^ommiU^ee 9J^ a president, wd issue thpir 
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^ ieiK>l&tioii8 vith all the forintf of f a Ifgi^yi* 
tlve bbdjr. It Will be well if the fttateldoes 

'Hot one day feel the inconvenience of tki« 

-tttte for legislation. 

Music is as little the amusementof the 
people as dancing. ' Nevar was a nation so 
nnmusical. Berhaps the want of leisure 
may be the cause. They reproadi the 
Cxtholio religion with the number of its 
holidays, n^Vei^ considering howthe want 
of holi(!biys breaks down hnd br«ftati4^ the 
hibouring class, and that tvhOTcthey occur 

'■ seldom they are uniformly al^used. Chrkt- 
miis, Easter, iand Whitsuntide, the only 
seasons o^ festival in England^ are always 
deviated by the artifiears and the peaaaall'y 
to riot and intoxication. 

T&u may well conceive of what charac- 
ter Jme popular amusements needs must bp, 
in a country where ^here is nothing to sof- 
ten tile manners or ameliorate the ccmditibn 
of the poor. The pracrice of bull-baiting 
is not merely perimitted, it is even eiyoyed 
fey the municipal law in «eme places. At* 
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tempts Tiave twice been* made in' ihe legis- 
lature to suppress this' barbarous cfisfom: 
they were baffled and ridiculed, and itome 
of the most distinguished |[members were 
absurd enough, and hard-hearted* enough 

' to assert, that if such sports were abolish- 

' ed, there would be an end of the national 
courage. Would to Heaven that this 

"were true! that English courage had ho 
better foundation than brutal ferociotis 
cruelty ! We should no longer be insulted 
in, our ports, and our ships might defy 

\ Iheir buccaneering cruisers. Do not sup- 
pose that this bull-baiting has any the 

' smallest resemblance \jo our bull-feasts.-i- 
Eveh these I should agree with the Conde 
de Norana, and with the Church, in con- 
demning as wicked and inhuman; but 
there is a splendour in the costume, i, gai- 
ety in the spectacle, a skill and a couriag€ 
'displayed in the action, which aflbird ^oie 
^ apology for our countrymen, whereas this 
English sport is eren more cowaidly than 
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-the bull-fights of the Portugaese ». The 
men are etposed to no danger whatever ; 
they fasten the animal to a ring, and the 
amusement is to see him'^toss the dogs, and 
the dogs lacerate his nostrils, till they are 
. weary of torturing hira, and then he is led 
to the-slaughter-house to bebutchered after ' 
their clumsy and cruel method. The bear 
and the badger are baited with the sam$ 
barbarity ; and if the rabble can get no- 
thing else, they will divert themselves by 
•worrying cats to death. 

But the great delight of the English is 
, in boxing, or pugilism, as it is more sci- 
, entifically denominated. This practice 
might easily be suppressed ; it is against 
the laws ; the magistrates may interfere if 
they please ; and its frequency therefore, 
under such circumstances, is an irrefraga- 
ble proof of national barbarity. Cudgel- 
* * 

* The bonis of the bull are tipt in Portugal, to 

ipreserve the horse. In Spaio, where no such pr^ 
eaution is taken, it is not unusual to see the horse't 
entrails trailing along the ground.*^— Ti^. 
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playing, ^mfter-staff^ brdad-sWoid^ all of 
whicli., brutal ^ swdk ghdkdamal exhibit 
tfons are, might bave gtren to tbe soldiers 
a serviceable dexterity, hayeyielcfed to this 
iHtof^ brutal sport, if that may be called 
<port which sooafetime^pioyes fatal. Whea 
amatch id mad^ betweea two praze>-figbt^9 
thetidmgs are immediajtety commiifticated 
to the puUic in the newspapers; and pa« 
f agraphs occasionally appear, saying the 
rivals afe in training, what exerdsd tbey 
take, and what diet, for some of them feed 
upon raw beef as a preparative.— '-MeaiN 
time, the amateurs and the gamblers choost 
their party^ and the state of tbe betts ap- 
pears also in the public newspapers from 
time- to time: not unfrequently the whole 
is a concerted scheme, that a few rogues 
may cheat a great many fools. — When the 
combat at length takes place, as regular a 
report is prepared for the newspapers as if 
it were a national victory — the particulars 
are recorded with a minuteness at once ri- 
diculous and disgraceful ; for every move- 
VOL. in. K 
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iQent has its tiechnical or slilitg name, and 
the tmpreocdented science of the successful 
combatant becomes the theme of general 
admiration. 

Yet, notwithstanding all the attention 
Vfhick these people be$tow upon this savage 
art, for which they have public schools, 
they are outdone by savages. When one 
of the English squadrons of discovery was 
at Toi^taboo, severalof the natives boxed 
with the sailors, for love, as the phrase is, 
and in every 'instance ^the savage was vic- 
torious. 
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The Abbi BarrutL-^ourney &f tt^o 
Englishmen to A'oignon to join a So^ 
tiety-of PropheU, — Extracts from 
their prophetical Books. 

I HAD prepared Ibr you an account of a 
pseudo-prophet who excUed much atten* 
tion in London here at the beginning of 
the last war, when, almost by accident^ I 
was made acquaint with some singular 
circumstances which are in some manner 
connected with him, and which therefore 
should previously be told. These circum- 
stances are as authaitic as they are extra- 
ordinary, and supply a curious fact for 
the history of the. French Revolution. 
We were talking one Evening of the 

Kg 
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Abb6 Barruers proofs of a conspiracy 
against the goyernments, religion, and 
morality of Christendom. A friend of J/s 
said, there was aiivut ae nmch truth in it 
as in one of Madame Scudery's romances; 
thecharacters introdueed were real persons, 
to whom false motives and manners were 
i^Bputed ;> a Mttla of wliat was ascribed t<f 
them had really occufred^ but the whole 
plot, coloadfig, and costHJM of the book, 
were fictitious.. It wab a work, said be, 
'written to serve the purposes of a party, 
witb die same spirit and the same intimt 
as Aose which in old times led to such 
absurd and monstitnis calumnies against 
the JeVps ; and had its intent succeeded^ 
there would have been a political Sii BaT«» 
thdomew's day in England. True it was* 
that a society had existed, whose object w«s^ 
to change or to influence the govenxmentB^ 
of EuEope; itwaswelloi^^anizedandwiddj 
extended, but entiiuskum, not in:fiddity, 
was the means which they employ«i. 
In proof of this, he stated the sum of 
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what I shall relate more at leogth fronitfate 
book to which he referred as his authority, 
and which I obtained from him tiie next . 
morning. Its title is this, — A rtvealisd 
Knowledge of some Things thatmUlspeci^ 
ilyhefuyUledin the World, tummmnicf^d 
toaNumberofChrtsiianshrought iogeifur 
dt Avignon J by the Power of the Spirit of 
God from oU Nations ; new published bs/ 
hit Dimne Commandyfor the Ctood^of all 
Men, by John Wright his Servant y>andom 
of the Brethren. London, printed in the 
Year of Christ 17M. It is one of those 
imiiunerablepaniphkts^ which, being pub- 
lished by inferior bookselters, and cireu* 
lating among sectarians and fanatics, ne* 
ver rise into the hands of those who are 
called the jmblic, and escape the notice of 
dil the literary journals. They who peruse 
tbem do it with a sseal which may truly be 
caHed consuming ; they axe worn-out like 
a schoolboy's grammar ; the form in which 
they are sent abroad, without covers to pro- 
k3 
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tect them, hufitens their destruction, and 
in aiew y^rs they disappear for eren 

John Wright^ the author of this narra- 
tive, was a working carpaiter of Leeds, in 
•Yorkshire; a man of strong devotional 
feelings, who seems, like the first Quakers, 
to havehungered rfnd thirsted after religious 
truth in a land where there was noae to 
im^ftirt it. Some travelling Swedenborgian 
preachers having heated his imagination, 
he was desirous of removing to London, 
to find out the New Jerusalem Churcb* 
It was no easy thing for a labouring man 
with a' hirge family to remove to such a 
distance 2 however, by working over hours, 
he saved money enough to efkci it. The 
New JerusalemChurch did not satisfy him ; 
every thing was too definite and fckrmal, 
too bodily and gross for a mind of his com* 
plexion« But it so happened thai at this 
place of worship he entered into talk with 
a converted Jew, who, when he learnt his 
state of mind, and that he expected the 
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restoration of the Jews would shortly be 
accomplished^ said to Itim, I will tell yon 
of a man who is just like youi^f ; — his 
name is William Bryan^ and he lires ia 
such a place. 

Bryan was a journeyman copperplate^ 
printer. J.'s friend saw him once at the 
house of one of the Brotherists } he says 
that before he saw him he had heard of 
h is'rescmblance to the pictures of our Lord, 
but that it was so/striking as truly to asto- 
nish him. These features, his fnircletfr 
and gentle eye, the beauty of his com- 
plexion, which would hare been remturkafale 
even in a girl, and the voice, in^ wIHeh 
words flowed from him with su<* una^ 
fected and natural eloquence as to lemiml 
the hearer of the old meiaphorieal descrip- 
tions of' oratory, unked to« produce such 
an effect upons his. believers as you may 
conceive, considering that they were cre- 
dulous, and he hiimself undoubtedly sin- 
cere. Wright had now founJa man aftfer 
his own heart. They were both Quietists, 
K 4 
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vthom fi»r if ant i^ a-gnide their own good 
feelings led astjcay, and their ei^perienGesy 
he says, opeiated mih each otherj as face 
answers feice in a glass* 

Bryan told him of a society of prophets 
at Avignpn, assembled there from all parts 
of the world. This was in the autumii 
of 1788^ In the January of the ensuing 
year Wright mistook strong inclination 
fof iaspir^tion^ and thought the Spirit di- 
jrepted him to join than. The same spirit 
very n$sturally sent him to communicate 
this to Bryan, wham be found possessed 
with the same impression. Neither of them 
had money to leaye with thdr families, or 
to support tbeiinselyes upon the journey, 
and neither of them understood a word of 
JFrencb . Both were determined togo*-Bryan 
that night, Wright the following morn« 
ing— :such being their implicit obedience 
io the impulse within them, that the one 
would not wait, nor the other hasten. 
Before his departure Bryan called upon a 
friend, who said to him, "William, I have 
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had it in my mind to ask if LhbvL wert no^ 
sometimes in want of money ?" He ac- 
knowledged that it ^as this want which- 
now brought him there ; and the friend 
gave him four guineast If this same, 
friend was tlie person who first told him of 
the society at Avignon, as may reasonably 
be suspected, the whole collusion will be 
clear. One guinea he left with his wife, 
who was at that time in child-bed, gave 
half a guinea to Wright to carry him to 
Dover, and §et off, 

Bryan's wife, not being in a state of be- 
lief, was, greatly offended with Wright, 
thinking that if it had not been for him her 
husband would not have left hex* His own 
wife was in a happier tei^per of mind, and 
encouraged him to go.^ She had a son by 
a form^ husband who wassome little sup« 
port to her, and who acquiesced in the 
necessity of this journey. He seems in« 
deed to have communicated something of 
his own fervour to all about him. A young 
man with whom be was intimate bought 
k5 
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him severalthings for his journey, andgave 
him a guinea ; this samte person befriended 
his family during his absence. At three 
in the morning he rose to depart : his son« 
in-law prepared breakfast, and they made 
the watchman who had called him partake 
of it, for it was severely cold. ** I then,'* 
says Wright, " turned to my children, who 
were all fast asleep, and kissed them, 
and interceded with the great and raercifiif 
God, relating to him tiieir situation, in 
which, for his sake, they were goiug to 
be left without any outward dependence t — 
4nd at that time some of them were lying 
on a bed of shavings that I used to bring 
from my shop ; at the same time imploring 
^im that he would be pleased to bless them, 
and if one friend failed, another might be 
raised up, as I did not know whether! 
ever. should see them anymore; for al- 
though our first journey was to Avignon, 
we did' not know it would end there.'* 

He then went to Bryan's wife, whom 
his owu was nursing in child-bed. The 
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poon woman's resentiiient h^d now given 
iray, tbe^uiet self*deyotion of her hus- 
band and his friend had almost persuaded 
her to believe also ; she burst into tears 
when, she saw him^ and saluted him, as 
he says, in t^e fear and lore of God, in 
which she bade him reraeml^r hei^ to her 
husband. Wright then wemttothecoaph. 
Soon after they left London it began to 
vaui and snow, and he was on the out- 
side. He was of a sickly habit, always 
liable to take cold, and had at this time a 
bad cough. A doubt came upon him, 
that if the Lord had sent him he would 
certainly have caused it to be fine weather. 
Besides this, he began <o fear that Bryan 
would already have crost the channel, 
in which case, when he got to Dover, he 
should have no money to pay his passage. 
-Was it not better therefore to turn back ? 
But the testimony of God*s power in his 

heart, he says, was greater than all these 
tlioughts. 

The wind had been contrary, and detained: 

k6 
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Bryan. They crossed oyer to Calaj^^t took 
some food at au inn there^ and got their 
money changed, inquired the numesof 
bread, wine, and sleeping, in the iangm^ 
of the country, and which way they yafe/te 
to go^ and then set off on thdjr journny. 
They travelled on foot to Paris. Wright's 
feet were sorely blistered ; but there was no 
stopping, for hb ^^ mind was bo!und inifae 
spirit to travel on^" They carried thw 
burthen by turns when both were able, bint 
it generally fell upon Bryan as the stronger 
man. Change of climate, however, aided 
probably by the faith which was in him, 
removed Wright's cough. Their funds 
just lasted to Parii^; here Bryan had a^ 
acquaintance, to whose house they went. 
This man had received a letter to say who 
were coming, and that they were bad men> 
Wright in particular, whom it advised him 
to send back. As you may suppose, he 
was soon fully satisfied ^ith jtbem — ^he 
entertained them three days, and then dis** 
missed them, giving them five huts d^ors 
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to bear tbemon. Tbe whole journal of 
fheir way is interesting : it relates instmices 
t»f that suteiding of overwrought feelings 
which bodily exhaustion produces, iui4 
which enthusiasts call desertion ; of jijatu^ 
lal thoughts and fears recurring, ren]^mh 
brances of home, and depression whici. 
sometimes occasioned sel&suspicion and 
half repentance i-— with these symptoms 
the Church is well acquainted, as commoa 
to the deluded, and to those who are in 
truth under the influence of divine mspU 
ration, and they prove the sincerity of 
this narrative. 

At length they came in sight of Avi« 
gnon. ' They washed some linen in the 
river, sat down under the bushes till it 
was dry, then put it on ; and, having thus 
made their appearance as decent as they 
could, proceeded to the^ house of the pro- 
phets, to which, as it appears, they had 
brought with them a sufficient direction. 
The door was opened by one of thebrethrsen^' 
arid by a person who could speak English, 
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and who had arrived there a day or tw» 
before from another part of the world; 
« After they had washed and shared, they 
were taken across the street to another 
house, and shown into a large room^ where 
there was a table spread^ nearly the whole 
length ; they were told that table was pro* 
vided by the Lord, and when they wanted 
any thing to eat or to drink they were ia 
go there,, and they would find a seirant 
ready to wait upon them. The brethren 
also provided them with clothes and what- 
ever else they needed, and with money to 
give to the poor, saying they had orders 
from the Lord to. do so. In a shojrt time 
their Paris friend arrived, and wasatlmitted 
a member of (he society before them^ that 
he might be their interpreter. I wish the 
form of initiation had brcn given. They 
met every evening to commemorate the 
death of. our Lord by eating bread and 
drinking wine. Very ofleri, says Wright, 
when T^e have been sitting together, the 
furniture in the room has been shaken aa* 



REVELATIONS AT AVIGNON. SOT 

though it were all coming to pieces ; and 
upon iiiquiriiig ivhat was the cause^ we 
were told that it announced the presence 
of angels ; and when these were not heard, 
the brethren were always afraid that some« 
thing was amis», and so inquired at the 
Word of the Lord. 

You will easily suppose that they had 
orders to keep the society secret till the 
appointed time. I much wish that the 
book had stated how their ansvyers from 
the Lord were received, but cm this it is 
silaoit. The drift and charter of the so- 
ciety arc, however, sufficiently manifested 
by the Extracts which Wright has pub- 
lished from their Journals, and of which I 
here subjoin enough to satisfy you : 

*' Yoa wUl soon «e the pride of the Mahometan 
IB the field t a^yeral sovereigns will unite to la/ it 
low. It i» then that the great light will appear* 
These pei^dioas enemies of the name of God will 
keep tbeDaielves op for a time in their obstinacy, 
and In the mean time will grow up be who shaH 
^troj them* Before the end of this year tbejr 
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will begin to sbovt^ieir fierceBe6s,and yoa will bear 
of extraordioary tbio^i and memorable feats. Yoa 
will bear tbat tbe world is filled with trouble 9nd 
dissension ; father, son, relations, friends, all will 
be in motion; and it is in this year (178;) that 
all will have its beginning. 

** Remember that the face of the world will be 
changed, and you shall see it restored to its first 
state. The thrones shall be overturned, the earth 
shall be farrowed and change its aspect. They 
vho shall be aliTe at tbat time will envy the fate of 
Hke dead. 

. *^ Tbe world will very soon be filled with trouble. 
(very where people will experience mis&rtunes. I 
tOttounce it to you before-hand. The -shepherd will 
forsake his flock ; tbe sheep will be dispersed. H« 
will oppress another land,^nd the nationa will rise 
up in arms. 

*< You wilt learn very soon that a part of the 
world is in coofasion $ that tie ebiefs of nations 
ure ari»ed one against another. Tbe ear^h will be 
^rerfloved witb blood« You will bear o( tbe death 
of seyeral sovereigns; they give themselvet up to 
luxury, ibey Uve in pleasures, but at last one of 
|hem will fall and make an unhappy end. 

<< All the erents of this century baye been foF€4 
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aeen, an4 no century hat been distioguisbed by m 
many pivdigiea^ but the ensuing will be filled wlh 
much greater still. 

" The fire^ is kindled, the moment if 6ome> tho 
Mahometan is going to fall. Asia and Africa aie 
staggering $ fear pursue? them» and they hft?e a 
glimpse of the /ate that awaits them. 

** The cross of Jesus Christ shaU be set up niid 
Iriimoph in those vast countries where it has been so 
long dispised. Tiien Palestine will become again 
the most fortunate country on the earth } it shall be 
the centre of that faith of which it was the cradte, 
and from thence faith will spread itself all over the 
.earth. All the people will embrace it* ThewiNPld 
will became again what it was in the beginning. 
The enlightened Jews will embrace the Catholic fkith. 
All people will acknowledge God, the only tnie God. 
They will be guided If^ one only Pastor, and go- 
verned by one sole Master. 

'* The second Zion has cojitributed the most to 
misgnide ihe spirits of men. She has introduced new 
Gentiles still more monstrous than those who have 
reigned upon the earth. She only wants the statues 
of the Gods to resemble the ancient times. Yea, 
they ha^e been replaced by these carnal divinities to 
which they render a sacrilegious adoration, and 



210 LETTEB LXTIII. 

iBTuh an incense to tbem which tfaej refuse to 
God. 

** The end of this ceafnrjr will be a series of ca- 
lamities for the people. Ytrj few men are strack 
with the rapid decline of the present age. AH the 
nations will be eoli|;hteoed to see their daag^rons er* 
rors. They will acknowledge how mach they have 
been deceired bj the masters who have instrobfed 
them, and they wiU be desolated at the tbooghis of 
having lost so precions a treasure, for having be« 
lieved such rascals. But at the marked time horn 
manj errors will they not abjure, when onr chtldraii 
etetj where, in the name of God, shall make tlieir 
ivpions and monstrous errors disappear !— And ttion. 
Crescent, who so much at this day applaudest thy. 
self, the lustre with which thou sbinest is soon to bo 
eclipsed ;«— thj unjust conquests have long enough . 
•pun out the time of th/ empire, and tbj power 
from one pole to another is far enough extended* 
Thou dost not suspect that thy roin is so near, « and 
thou dost not know him who is growing up to ope- 
rate it. 

** Here is the time in whioh God will break tHe 
laws made by the children of the earth. Here is the 
time wherein he will reprovi^ the science of men, and 
here is the time of bis justice. This is the time thai 
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we must believe air those who aonounce the new rei^^a 
•f the Lord, for his spirit is with them. 

*• The ages have not now long to linger for the 
acoompUshment of the promises of the fitemal.— 
The Eternal calls the times which walk in the sha- 
^W8 and da^s of darkness, without light and without 
jtreiigth, to come and change the &ce of the world, 
and commence his new reign. This is the time of the 
hew Heavens and the new Earth. 

« The Eternal has spoken » I shall simplify all 
things for the happiness of mj elect. The moment 
is at hand when the confusion of languages shall no 
taiore be an obstacle to the knowledge of the truth. ' 

** When the impious and his superb eagle in li^ 
fbrjr will dare lo declare war against the God of Hea- 
ven, every thing will give way immediately to his 
pride. He will dare to make victims for himseff 
among the saints whom Heaven has chosen ; he will 
dare to profane their asylums, to appropriate to iiim- 
self the gifts of the Eternal by the blackest of crimes, 
and by hiq success strengthening his pride he will be- 
lieve himself master of the wq^Id. Theit^then-— 
Heaven will stop him : a fbeble child will subdue his 
valour, and his &11 will testify that in the tight of 
the Eternal there is no other power but the power of 
his arm. 
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" Already the measure ifi filled { already the times 
arc accomplished, aii4 ttie reign of the Word is at ' 
band* Terror will precede to enli|^hten tbo blind 
who (o astra/y to hnmble the obstinate bjc:h-jnuided 
men, and to punish the impious." 

These aire no commoa piophecies. Wa^ 
nest fanaticism has had no share in manu- 
iftcturlng them. Vague as the language 
necessarily is, the^re is an end and aim in 
it not to be mistaken; and it is ^mQ$t 
startling to observe how much of what was 
designed has taken place, and how much 
may stiU be applied. to these immediate 
times* 

Among these communications ^' For the 
Benefit and Instruction of all Mankind/' . 
are others which are addressed to Wright 
and Bryan, and to those who, like them, 
were the unsuspecting tools of the society. 
I copyihem with ihfiix ciphers and forms. 
Questitnu 
February 9, 17S9. 

£[• W. We supplicate thee to give us thy orders 
about the two Englishmen B. and W. who arrived 
here on Thursday the 19 th instant. 
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Jniwer, 
thoU who walkett before them fo show them the 
way, Son of the Voice^ tell them that yerjr soon the in- 
struction will grow in their souls; thej will beljeve it 
and love it* Then, Son of the Vbioe, I shall let thee 
know what Heaven ordains abont their fate. 

Mmtch IS, I7a9. 
B72. 1.9. 
• W, W. Let me know the moment in which B. atnf 
W. shotttf be coMeeratcd. 

Jntwer, 
Son of the Voice, fidelity and happiness will in the 
first instance be the fruit of their union, the second 
will fill them with love and seal. The moment 
hastens that is to call them near to ns and to you. 

Some things seem to haye beea inserted 
in their journal in condescension to the 
Tweaker brethren, who required to beamus* 
ed. Such as the following instances ; — , 

In the month of June^ 1789^ we receired a let. 

^ter ih»m the Union at Eomt, which informed us that 

the weather was w Mid there as it is in England in 

the month of Jamuurj, and the Aichanc^el Raphael 
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atked the brBlhres aoA sisters if the eold made them 
meosj, and said. Have a little patience, and the wea* 
ther will be warm enoagh, 

<« The 17 th of June, ITSd, we received a letter 
from the Union at Rome, in which tbej informed us 
of a sister, the dang^hter of a Turk, whom Brother 
BHmmore baptized at Silesia, in the dominions of 
the kinir o^ Pmssia, between ten and fifteen years 
ai^o I after having lived some time in the enjoyment 
of the Christian faith, she was suddenly taken bj 
her father, and carried to Alexandria in B|7pt.*» 
which is in the dominions of the Turk, whese she Uv* 
, cd with her father in mach sorrow and trouble. Af- 
ter her father was dead she was ordered bj the Arch- 
angel Baphael to dress herself in a soldier's dress, 
and fly into a Christian country ; which she did, and 
got aboard a Spanish ship, and from this date has 
been between two and three months at sea." 

But though the society occasionally ac- 
commodated itself to the capacity of the 
weaker brethren, its oracles were more 
frequently deliv^ed to correct troublesome 

* Alexandria would naturaUy be thus distinguished 
at Avignon-— this, therefore> is gooci proof of tlie au- 
thenticity of the book. 
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eredulky, or repress more troublesome 
doubts. 

QueiUoa. 
April 12, 1789. 
H* W. The three knocks which I • 4*. 7. beanl in 
Che night, was it anj thing tttpernatiinl ? 

To 2. 1. 9. 
Ask no ipoK qnestionsy if thou hast none to make 
of more Importance* , 

Question^ 
April 14, 1789. 
H. W. If it please thee, 1 . 4. 7* would be glad to 
know if the offering whic|i he made on the mountain 

was aeceptable to the Lord his God ? 

/ 

Amveer* 
If Wisdom hath called thee, if Wisdom hath been 
thj guide, mj son^ why dost thou stop ? Leave to 
thy God the care of thj conduct ^ forget — forget thj. 
tdf in approaching to him, aud his light will en- 
lighten thy 80ul« and thy spirit riialt no more make 
the -law. BelieTe->-believe, my son, that dodlity it 
the way which leadMh 1o knowledge % that with lav« 
wdA simplicity fhott shalt have nothing In fe«r fiwm 
the snares of Hell, and that Beaven.cumol lead tboe 
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mtnjf for it ii EtArea whMi liath Miaiked U0 
tbee thjr route. ' 

luiy 8, 178g. 
BF. W. T . 4. 7. prajs to kirov if it is the will 
of HeaTen tlist be shooM catise his wife to com^ 
with Dache to be consecrated ? 

Answer, 
Heaven sees thj mottre, my s oo, and approves 
thj aeal; but in order that it may ta&e place 
««««t«««««««« jQ not think of it| thy hope is 
▼axn. 

Apitl 16, 178^. 
]. 2. 3. prayl the H. W* to let bfm know if tb« 
Eternal has accepted of bis incense ? 

jdntwcT* 
Raphael is the spirit which thy heart followed, 
mj son, n^eQ thon earnest into tbese^ ooantries to 
seek for sdenoe and rest: but the spirit which oon* 
liuet tbjT idea is Mt the spirit of Raphael. Mis* 
im^ son that>asC caUed> the &ther.;Of ^ lies, iluboiit 
iby s^tait to mjr ▼oice*' Beiieve.r-belieTe» nij son, 
MAt^ God foififfw tbee^^anl tM thj inoenfei if 
naesptidi aid Iby ivtm will cover tii«c iritfa i^to> ■. 



EEVELATlOfrfl AT AtlGNON. SIT 

Angnit II, 1789. ^ 

for the B. 12 April, I75t3. Of r. 2. 3. 
C. 24 March. 
April K / 
^ If the ardour which animates thee glrei at Jai t to 
tbj heart over thy spirit the Tictory and the empire \ 
if thj desire renoonces to discoTery before the time, 
the secret of the m^rsteries which simple reason is 
not able to conceive, nothing can, my son, conrejr 
an obstacle to that happiness which awaits thee* 

Wallc withoat fear, and chay from th j soul the de« 
tei?ing spirit who wants to lead thee astraj. Be- 
lieve — believe, my son, every thing that I reveal to 
onr elect in the name of the Eternal, and the Eterqal 
will make thee the forerunning instrument of hit 
%\QTy 10 the places where his clemeocjr wants to. par- 
don those of thy nation whom the enemj sedncet by 
his prestiges. 

Question. 
August 21, 1789. 
* 1. 4. 7* prays the H. W. to inform him if it it 
-tke will of Heaven &r kim alio to vetura with 
1 . 2. 3. 



• 1. 4. 7. and I. 2. 3. seem to mean the kw# QogHslb- 
jfcien. H. W. is evidently ff^iy H^ord. 
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An»wer. 
Yet. Sod called, thou cinst jet hearken to what 
I liafe to laj unto thee. Thy fate is ia thj hands* 
It will be g^reat if thon makest haste to oifer to thj 
God who chooseth thee the vain efforts of a useless 
knowledge, when it isonlj necessarj to obey. For- 
get — forget thj knowledge: it fatigues thj spirits, 
it hurts thj hrart, and retards from thjr soul the in- 
fluence of Heaven. Renounce; in fine, to search 
into the sublime mjsteries of thj God. Be- 
lieve—believe, and the Eternal will bless tbj re- 
turn, and thjr simplicity will confound the knowledge, 
the pride, and the prepossession of the senseless 
man, who believeth in his own wisdom much more 
than in the wisdom of his God. 

The subject is so curious that I think 
jou will be pleased to see the character of 
this mysterious society further exemplified 
by a few of the sentences, moral maxims, 
and spiritual instructions, which they de- 
livered as from Heaven. The first is suf- 
ficiently remarkable : — 

•* Woe to him who dares to cover a lie with the 
satred name of the Etenwl 1 
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*^ One raj of lij^ht it not the entire light. 

'* A wiie man it liieot when he on^ht to be to. 
** It is to the simple of heart that the Eternal 
vill grant the wisdom of the Spirit. 

** The night was before the day, the daj is be- 
fore the night. 

« When God commands, he whoconsaltcth idoos 
not obejT. 

*« He who walketh alone easily goes astray. 

*^ To doubt, Is that belieying ? and to tremble, 
Is that to hope ? 

** He who thinks himself wise lies to himself, 
deceives himself, goeth astray, and knoweth no- 
thing. 

** Shall man tremble when God supports him ? 

** The repentance or the wise is in his works, 
that of the fool in his tears. 

** The child of man thinks of man, the child of 
God thinks of God; he must forget every thing 
else. 

^* Fear leads our spirit astray; by laying a 
weight upon our days it OTertums wisdom, it intimi- 
dates nature^ and the painful seeds of uneasiness and 
anguish take part in our hearts. 

'< Heaven explahis itself sufiScicfltly when it iu- 
spires» 

L S 
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Awwer. 
Yes. Sod calledy thou csnst jet hearken to ivbat 
I have to sa^ nnto thee. Thy fate is ia thj hands. 
It will be g^reat if thou makest haste to oifer to thj 
God who chooseth thee the vain efforts of a useless 
knowledge, when it isonljr necessarj to obey. For- 
get — forget thy knowledge: it fatigues thy spirits, 
it hurts thy heart, and retards from thy soul the in- 
flueoce of Beaven. Renounce, in fine, to search 
into the sublime mysteries of thy God. Be- 
lieve — believe, and the Eternal will bless thy re- 
turn, and thy simplicity will coafouud the knowledge, 
the pride, and the prepossession of the senseless 
man, who believeth in his own wisdom much more 
than in the wisdom of his God. 

The subject is so curious that I think 
jou will be pleased to see the character of 
this mysterious society further exemplified 
by a few of the sentences, moral maxims, 
and spiritual instructions, which they de- 
livered as from Heaven. The first is suf- 
ficiently remarkable : — 

<« Woe to him who dares to cover a lie with the 
satred name of the Eternal ! 
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(^ One raj of lij^ht h not the entire light. 

" A wise man h; tiieot when he ouf ht to be to. 
** It 18 to the simple of heart that the Eternal 
wfll grant the wisdom of the Spirit. 

<* The night was before the da^r, the daj is be- 
fore the night. 

<< When God commands, be wboconsultcth does 
not obey. 

** He who wallceth alone easily goes astray. 

<' To doubt, Is that belieWng ? and to tremble, 
Is that to hope ? 

<* He who thinks himself wise lies to himself, 
deeeires himself, goeth astray, and knoweth no- 
thing. 

" Shall man tremble when God supports him ? 

** The repentance or the wise is in his works, 
that of the fool io his tears. 

«« The child of man thinks of man, the child of 
God thinks of God; he must forget every thing 
else. 

^* Fear leads our spirit astray; by laying a 
weight upon our days it oyertums wisdom, it intimi- 
dates nature^ and the painful seeds of uneasiness and 
anguish take part in our hearts. 

** HeaTen explahis itself sufllclcfltly when it in- 
spires. 

If 



'< Wilt tlum nef«r hear aij word 'with Ibe eari 
of fbj soul*, and wilt thou never overtuni the idol 
•f niistnut that it m thj heart) 

" The Lord has placed the kej of his .treasnre 
under the ctfp of bitterness. 

*< The ark of God conveys death to tboM -mho 
make nse of false keys. 

" Who is that man, saith the Lord, that will not 
abandon bis heart to me ^ben 1 have promised to 
fttidelt} 

*< I am One, and all that is in me is Otie. 

** Remember, and remember well, that the Word 
Is bot Ooe for him who desires to eomprehend s and 
there would be no more mysteries for man but ^r the 
vanity of his heart, and the foUj of his nudersiand* 
ing. 

** Is it in the tumult of the world that the roke 
of the Most Hi^h can ewter into the heart ?, 

*< Do w>t attadh 'any importdnoe to your opinioiii : 
Of what avail to your fate are your very weak ideas ? 

** Foq^t aU, O onr friends, except Heaven and 
yonrselves, to obey mly ^hat Heaven prescribes 4o 
you/' 

This narrative, and tbcse extracts, re-' 
quire no comment. Thej prove incontest« 
' ably the existence.of a society of political 
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Jesuits;* they prove ako^ that however 
little may haVo been the religion of these 
men themselves, they were convinced how 
indispensably necessary it was for man- 
]irind; and that, instead of plotting to 
l^reak up the system of social order by de- 
stroying faith and morals, faith was the 
engine which they emplqyed to prepare 
society for some^ imaginary amelioration, 
forgetting that nothing which is founded 
i^pon delusion can be permanent. 

The two Englishmen remained at Avi- 
gnon six months, and were then iniMhned 
by the Spirit that they might return. The 
bretiiren supplied them with money, so 
tliat they went back with mor^ comfort 
than they came, and had a handsome sum 
left when they landed in England, where 
they both returned to their former employ- 
ments, expecting the accomplishment of 
the mighty changes which had been fore- 
told. The Revolution brake out. — They 
who had raised the storm could not di- 
rect it : they became its victims— and 
1-8 
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knavery reaped what fanaticism had sown, 
as they who lag in the assault enter the 
breach over the bodies of the brave who 
have won the passage for them. What 
became of the Avignon society Heaven 
O' knows.* The honest dupes wliora Ihey had 
sent abroad 5 fully prepared to welcome any 
^ novelty as the commencement of the Mil- 

. . lenniura, werie left to their own direction. 
A king of the Hebrews appeared in Eng- 
land, and Wright and Bryan were, as you 
may suppose, among the first to acknow- 
- ledg^him. They imagined that the ap- 
pointed time was come, and published 

*r ^ ' these secrets of the society which they had 
been ordered to keep concealed. Of th« 
' King of the Hebrews in my next. 



LETTER LXIX. 

' ' Account of Richard Brothers. 

JVl Y former letters must have shown you 
that these English, whom we are accustom- 
^ to consider as an unbelieving people, are 
in reality miserably prone to superstition ; 
yet you will perhaps be surprised a%the 
new instance which I am about. to relate. 

There started up in London, about the 
beginning of the late war, a new pseudo- 
prophet, whose name was Richard Bro- 
thers, afad who called himself King of the^ 
Hebrews, and Nephew of God. He taught, 
that all existing souls had been created at 
the same tiiAe with Adam, and his system 
was, that they had all lived with him.in Pa- 
radise, and all fallen with him in conse- 
quence of their joint transgression ; for all 
l4 



SIM LETTEB LXIX. 

things i¥hich they saw and knew were in 
God, and indeed were God, and they de- 
siied to know something besides God^ in - 
which desire they were indalged, fiitaUy 
for themselves, for the only thing which is 
not God is EyiK Eyil was thns intro* 
dnced, and they for their pnulshment cast 
into hell, that is to say, upon this present 
earth ; and in this hdl th^ have remained 
from that time till now, transmigrating^ 
from one human body to another. But 
Uie term of their punishment is now draw* 
ing towards its close: the consnmmati<m 
of all things is at hand, and every one will 
then recover the recollection of all the 
scenes and changes through which he has 
passed. This knowledge has already been 
^vouchsafed in part to Brothers himsdf, 
and it is thus that be explained the extra* 
drdinary relationship to the Almighty*^ 
which he laid claim to, asserting that in 
the days of our Lord, he was the son of 
James, the brother of Christ; You know 
the. heretics, in their hatred to virginity 



md to Mary tke most pure, Biaintain. ihsi 
whea Christ's J)r^reii are meationed ia 
the Gospels^ the word is to be understood 
in its literal and carnal sense; consequent- 
ly he was then the Nephew of the ^con4 
Fersott in the Trinity. 

Htunan fimcy, it has been said^ cannot 
imagine a^mpnster whose constituent parts 
are not ^U akeady in existence; it is nearly 
as impossiUe for a new heresy to be now 
devised, so proline has human error been. 
This metempsychosis not only beaf s ft g^. 
uera]. resemblance to that doctrine as held 
by the Orientals and by Py thagoras, but 
has been held in this peculiar hereti<^ 
form by the old heretic Barules, and by 
the Flagellants of the fourteenth and fif-. 
teenth centuries.. 

Brothers had been a lieutaiant in the 
navy^. and, was known to be insane ; but 
'when a madman calls himself inspired, 
from that momeiit the disorder become, 
infectious. The society at Ayignon had 
unintentiQually trained up apostks for tills, 
1.6 
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man. Wrii»ht and Bryan had now Cmt 
tome years been looking for the kingdom 
of Christy and teaching all withiii the 
circle of their influence to expect the same 
promised day. Ofwhat had been announc- 
ed to them^ much had been too truly ac* 
complished. The world was indeed filled 
with troubles and dissension, the fire was 
kindled^ the thrones of Europe vfete 
shaken, and one of its kings had been 
brought to an unhappy end, according 
to the prediction. The laws made by the 
children of the earth were broken, the 
reign of terror was begun, and the times 
disastrous to the full measure of their pro- 
phecies. They had been instructed to look 
for a miraculous deliverer and Lord of the 
earth, and here was one who laid claim to 
the character. There were, however, 
some difficulties. At Avignon they had 
been in£)rmed, that he who was to be the 
Leader of the Faithful, and !b overthrow 
the kingdoms of the world, was at that 
time twelve years old^ and living at Rome; 
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eren his name had been revealed *. Nei- 
ther in this, nor in age^ nor country, did 
Brothers answer the prophecy. One bf 
these men therefore decided in bis own 
mind that he was an impostor ; he went to 
see him J .with a full belief that whether he 
was so or not would be revealed to him 
during the interview, and he took a knife 
with him, With which, if his suspicions had 
been confirmed, he was resolved to deliver 
him such a message from the Lord as 
Ehud carried to the king of Eglon. 
Luckily for both parties. Brothers, who 
little knew the dangerous trial be waj» un- 
dergoing, supported his part so well, tha.t 
the desperate fanatic was converted. 

The new King of the Hebrews bad not 
perhaps a single Jew among bis believers. 

* At the ninth year, the children shaH be solemn- 
]/ offered to the Mother bf God at Genatzaof ; at 
that time 70a wiU alreadjr have made the barbariani 
ff^elthe blows that you are to give them. Yes ; at 
that age» so verj tender, united to you two and to 
others, Charles will take up for the first time bis arms ; 
the glory of his name shall spread every where. 

l6 
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These pec^Ie, vrlio have in qM timen s«i& 
fered well nigh as severely for their credu* 
lity in false Messiahs as for their rcjeetim 
of the true one, are less disposed to lead 
ear to sttch delusions now than in atfp 
form^ tiioae, and here than in any other 
country « Here they have no amdioration of 
their condition to wish for; the free exer<^is6 
of their rdigion is permitted^ what they 
gyun they enjoy in security, and are pro«^ 
t^eted by the state without tlie trouble of 
sdtf^efendik The flesh pots of England 
ar^ not les^delicioufi thaa those of Ggypt, 
and a Und flowing with milk and honey 
not so attf active for the sons of the Syna^ 
gogue as one which abounds with old 
cii^ihes for the lower order, and loans and 
coi^tracts for their wealthier biethien. The^ 
l^nd of promise ofkxs nothing so tempting: 
to them as scrip and omnium. The King: 
of the Hebrews therefoc^ was not acknowf* 
ledged by any of his own people; h» 
scheme of pre-existence helped him out tff 
thi» diifllculty. He could tell if any per- 



sm bad bem a Jew ia any former 9$$ige of 
bek^f, and even of what tribe; that of 
Judah, asthemost fiiiroured, behestawed 
liberally apon his bi^kv^s^ aad th<»S0 
whom he hoped to comyeft. He inforipai 
Mf. Pitt by letter that he was a Jew^ some 
of the royal £iiiiily were in like maoneff S^ 
dared to be Jews^ and J.'s friend oeceired 
from Bryan the same flattering assurance* 
Besides th^ prophets from Avignoo^ 
Brothers sHceeeded in making two other 
useful and extraordinary disciples. The 
oae^ an engiav^r of first-rate idutt in his 
art, who published a masterly portrait 
of him, with these words undernerth^ 
Fully beli^mig this ta be the m4m mh^m 
GodhtUh appohiiedy I engrave his tikeneu* 
Thds was im be seen in all the pruit-shops* 
Mr. Halhed was the other of these con^ 
i^ts, a member of Ihe house of Gommom, 
and one ot the pvofiNiudeal oriental 6cb<H- 
lars then living. This gc»tleraan was i» 
Hi* early part of his life an unbeUener^aiiA 
ha^ attempted to inTalidate the trath« of 
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Yei. Sod called^ thou canst jet hearken to ivhat 
1 have to lajr nnto thee. Thy fate is ia tbj hands. 
It will be g^reat if thou makest haste to offer to thj 
God who chooseth thee the vain efforts of a useless 
knowledge, when it is on\y necessarj to obej. For- 
get — forget thy knowledge: it fatigues thy spirits, 
it hurts thj heart, and retards from thj soul the in- 
fluence of Heafen. Renounce, in fine, to search 
into the sublime masteries of thj God. Be- 
lieve — believe, and the Eternal will bless thjr re« 
turn, and thj simplicitj will confound the knowledge, 
the pride, and the prepossession of the senseless 
man, who believeth in his own wisdom much more 
than in the wisdom of his God. 

The subject is so curious that I think 
jou will be pleased to see the character of 
this mysterious society further exemplified 
by a few of the sentences, moral maxims^ 
and spiritual instructions, which they de- 
livered as from Heaven. The first is suf- 
ficiently remarkable : — 

'* Woe to him who dares to cover a lie with the 
satred name of the Eternal ! 
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** One ray of Kg^bt it not the entire light. 

'* A wife man Is liient when be onsbt to be to. 
** It is to the simi^le of heart that the Eternal 
vtll grant the wisdom of tbe Spirit. 

*' The night was before the daj, the daj is be* 
fore the night. 

** When God commands, he who eonsultcth do«s 
■ot obey, 

** He who waltceth alone easilj goes astrej. 

<' To doubt, Is that believing ? and to tremble. 
Is that to hope ? 

** He who thinks himself wise lies to himself, 
decfeires himself, goeth astraj, and knoweth no* 
thing. 

<* Shall man tremble when God supports him ? 

** The repentance or the wise is in his works, 
that of the fool in his tears. 

** The child of man thinks of man, the child of 
God thinks of God; he must forget every thug 
else* 

** Fear leads our spirit astray; by laying a 
weight upon onr days it overtmns wisdom, it intimi- 
dates nature^ and the painful seeds of uneasiness and 
anguish take part in our hearts. 

" Heaven explahis itself sufficftvtly whta it Ito- 
spires. 

1.2 
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«« Wilt tfcwi nwer hear Biy word -with Ibe ears 
of thy fonly. and wilt tiron Berer ovcrtiira the idol 
•f ttistnist that it in thj heart? 

** The Lord has placed the kej of hu .treasnre 
under the cifp of hlttemeif . 

** The ark of God conTcyt death to thoM liho 
make ase of felse keys, 

«< Who ii that man, saith the Lord, that will not 
abandon bU heart to me ^ben 1 hnve promised to 
fttideft? 

*' I am One, and all that is in me it One. 

'* Remember, and remember well, that the Word 
It but One for him who desires to eomprehend ; aimd 
there would be no more mysteries for man but Ibrthe 
vanity of bit heart, and the folly of his understand. 

ioff. 

<* Is it in the tumult of the world that the ^rolce 
of tbe Most Hi^h can eater into the heart ?, 

^* Dow>t atladh aay importataee to your ^pinloitt : 
Of what avail to your fate are your very weak ideas ? 

«' Forget -all, O otr friends, except Heaven and 
youftelvea, to obey «ily what Heaven prescribes ^o 
you.*' , 

This narrative, and tbese extracts, re-' 
quire no comment. They prove incontest- 
ably the existence.of a society of political 
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Jesmis-; they prove ako^ that however 
little may haVc been the religion of these 
men themselves, they were convinced how 
indispensably necessary it was for man- 
kind j[ and that, instead of plotting to 
l^eakup the system of social order by de- 
stroying faith and morals, faith was the 
engine which they employed to prepare 
society for some^ imaginary amelioration, 
forgetting that nothing which is founded 
ppon delusion cau be permanent. 

The two Englishmen remained at Avi- 
gnon six months, and were then infiftmed 
by the Spirit that they might return. The 
brethren supplied them with money, so 
that they went back with mor^ comfojt: 
than they came, and had a handsome sum 
left when they landed in England, where 
they both returned to their former emploj- 
ments, expecting the accomplishment of 
the mighty changes which had been fore- 
told. The Revolution brake out. — They 
who had raised the storm could not di- 
rect it : they became iU victims— and 
l3 
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Afuwer. 
Yei. Son called^ thou canst jet hearken to ivhat 
1 have to lay nnto thee. Thy fate is in tbj hands. 
It will be g^reat if thou makest haste to offer to thj 
God who chooseth thee the vain efforts of a useless 
knowledge, when it isonlj necessarj to obej. For- 
get — forget thy knowledge: it fatigues thy spirits, 
it hurts thj heart, and retards froin thj soul the in- 
flueoce of Heafen. Renounce, in fine, to search 
into the sublime masteries of thj God. Be- 
lieve — believe, and the Eternal will bless tbjr re* 
turn, and thj simplicity will coafound the knowledge, 
the pride, and the prepossession of the senseless 
man, who believeth in his own wisdom much more 
than in the wisdom of his God. 

The subject is so curious that I think 
joa will be pleased to see the character of 
this mysterious society further exemplified 
by a few of the sentences, moral maxims, 
and spiritual instructions, which they de- 
livered as from Heaven. The first is suf* 
ficiently remarkable : — 

*^ Woe to him who dares to cover a lie with the 
sacred name of the Eternal ! 
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<* One raj of Kgfht n not the entire light. 

" A wife man Is liient when be oof bt to be to. 
^ It is to the simple of heart that the Eternal 
vtll grant the wisdom of the Spirit. 

** The night was before the day, the daj is be* 
fore the night. 

** When God commands, he wboeonsultcth .does 
■otobey. 

** He who walketb alone easilj goes astnij. 

<' To doubt, Is that belieTing ? and to tremble. 
Is that to hope ? 

«* He who thinks himself wise lies to himself, 
decfeires himself, goeth astraj, and knoweth no* 
thing. 

<* Shall man tremble when God supports him ? 

** The repentance of^the wise is in his works, 
that of the fool in his tears. 

<* The child of man thinks of man, the child of 
God thinks of God; be must forget every thug 
else. 

** Fear leads our spirit astray; by laying a 
weight upon onr days it oTertmns wisdom, it intimi* 
dates nature^ and the painful seeds of uneasiness and 
anguish take part in our hearts. 

" Heaven explahis itself sufllcltvtly whta it In- 
spires. 
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Afuwer, 
Yei. Son called^ thou canst jet hearken to ivhat 
1 have to laj nnto thee. Thy fate is io tbjr hands. 
It will be g^reat if thoa makest haste to offer to thj 
God who chooseth thee the vain efforts of a useless 
knowledge, when it isoalj necessarj to obej. For- 
get — forget thy knowledge: it fatigues thy spirits, 
it hurts thj heart, and retards froin thjr soul the in- 
flueoce of Heafen. Renounce, in fine, to search 
into the sublime mjsteries of ihy God. Be- 
lieve — believe, and the Eternal will bless thjr re« 
turn, and thj simplicity will coafound the knowledge, 
the pride, and the prepossession of the senseless 
man, who believeth in his own wisdom much more 
than in the wisdom of his God. 

The subject is so curious that I think 
jou will be pleased to see tUe character of 
this mysterious society further exemplified 
by a few of the sentences, moral maxims, 
and spiritual instructions, which they de- 
livered as from Heaven. The first is suf- 
ficiently remarkable : — 

** Woe to him who dares to cover a lie with tht 
satred name of the Eternal ! 
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(t One raj of lig^bt h not the entire light. 

'* A wife man Is liient when he oof bt to be to. 
^ It is to the simple of heart that the Eternal 
vtll grant the wisdom of the Spirit. 

** The night was before the day, the daj is be* 
fore the night. 

** When God commands, he wboconsultcth ,do«s 
■ot obey. 

** He who walketh alone easilj goes astnij. 

<' To doubt, Is that belieWng ? and to tremble. 
Is that to hope ? 

** He who thinks himself wise liet to himself, 
decfeires himself, goetb astraj, and knowetb no« 
thing. 

** Shall man tremble when God supports him ? 

** The repentance of" the wise is in his works, 
that of the fool in his tears. 

«« The child of man thinks of man, the child of 
God thinks of God; be must forget eyery thkig 
else* 

" Fear leads our spirit astray; by laying a 
weight upon onr days it oTerttums wisdom, it intimi* 
dotes nature^ and the painful seeds of uneasiness and 
anguish take part in our hearts. 

" Heaven explahis itself safBcftvtly whta it te- 
spires. 
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'< Wilt thov never hear my word irtth the ears 
of thy soul,, and wilt thou never overturn the idol 
#f mistrust that is m thj heart? 

<< The Lord has placed the kej of his .treasmre 
under theciip of bitterness. 

<< The ark of God conveys death to tbo»e -who 
make ase of false keys. 

" Who is that man, saith the Lord, that will not 
aban^n bis heart to me when 1 have promised to 
^ideit? 

" I am One, and all that is in me is One. 

^< Remember, and remember well, that the Word 
Is but Ooe for him who desires to Comprehend $ and 
there would be no more mysteries for man but ^r the 
vanity of his heart, and the folly of his nuderstand- 
iog. 

'* Is it in the tumult of the world H»at the voice 
of the Most Hi^h can eiKer iato the heart ?^ 

** DouBt atta<ih any importaenee to your ^pinimis : 
Of what avail to your fate are your very weak ideas ? 

•' Forget ail, O o«r friends, except Heaven and 
yourselves, lo o^eyoniy wbat Heaven presorlbes -to 
you.*' 

This narrative, and tbcse extracts, re-' 
quire no comment. They prove incontest- 
ably the existence.of a society of political 
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Jesmts;^ they prove also^ that however 
little may haVe been the religion of these 
men themselves, they were convinced how 
indispensably necessary it was for man- 
kind i; and that, instead of plotting to 
l^reakup the system of social order by de- 
stroying faith and morals, faith was the 
engine which they employed to prepare 
society for some imaginary amelioration, 
forgetting that nothing which is founded 
ppon delusion can be permanent. 

The two £nglishmen remained at Avi- 
gnon six months, and were then infSftmed 
by the Spirit that they might return. The 
brethren supplied them with money, so 
ihoi they went back witk mor^ comfbjrt; 
than they came, and had. a handsome sum 
left when they landed in England, where 
they both returned to their former employ- 
ments, expecting the accomplishment of 
the mighty changes which had been fore- 
told. The Revolution bmke out. — They 
who had raised the storm could not di- 
rect it : they became it^ victims— and 
l3 
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madness should becoixie epidemic* Joanna 
Southcott lived in a house ivhich this man 
frequented) and where, notwithstanding 
this infamous life, his pretensions to SHpar«« 
natural gifts were ackpowledged, and he 
was accustomed to preach and pray.' The 
'servants all stood in fear of him. 8be 
says -he had no power over her, but she 
used to think the room was full of sjMrits 
when he was in prayer ; and be was so 
haunted that be never could sleep in a 
room by himself, fer he said his wife came 
^very night to trouble him : she was per- 
plexed about him, fully believing ihat 
^he wrought miracles, and wondering by 
what, spirit he wrought themt After ^be 
became a propbetess herself, she disco'ver- 
^ that this Sandersim was the false pro- 
phet in theilevelaticms, who ii» to be taken 
with the Beast, and cast ali<re with bim 
4nto a lake of burning brimstone. 

Four persons have written to Joanna 
fipon Ibe subject of her pretended naission^ 
^h cafiing bimself Christ! One Mr* 



Leach, a Methodist preacher, told her to- 
^ to the Lord in his name^ and tell the 
Lord that Ac 5o/rf her writings were inspired 
by the Devil. These circumstances show 
how commonly delusion, blasphemy, and 
madness are to be found in this country, 
and may lessen our wonder at the phrenzy 
of Joanna and her followers. Her owix 
career be^n humbly, with prophecies con- 
cerning the weather, such as the popular 
English almanacks contain, and thread 
concerning the fate of Europe and the 
successes of the French, \rhich were at 
that time the speculations of every news- 
paper, and of every ale-house politician^ 
Some of these guesses having chanced to 
be right, the women of the family in 
which she then worked at the upholstering 
business began to lend ear to her, and sh# 
ventured to submit her papers to the judg- 
ment of one Mr* Pomeroy, the cl^gymaa 
whose church she attended in Exeter. He 
listened to her with timid curiosity,, rather 
wanting courage thaoi eredulity ta becoiai 

TOL. III« M 
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her disciple; received from her certain 
scaled prophecies which were at some fu- 
ture time to be opened, when, as it would 
be seen that they had been accomplished, 
tliey would prove the truth of her inspira- 
tion ; and sanctioned, or seemed to sane- 
tion, her design of publishing her call to 
the world. But in this publication his 
own name appeared, and that in such a 
manner as plainly to imply, that if he had 
hot encouraged her to print, lie had not 
endeavoured to prevent lier from so doing. 
His eyes Mcre immediately opened to hi^ 
own imprudence, whatever they n^ay have 
been to the nature of her call, and he ob» 
tained her consent to insert an advertise- 
ment in the newspaper with her signature, 
stating that he had said it was the work 
f>f the Devil. But here the parties are at 
issue: as the advertisement was worded, it 
signifies that Mr.Pomeroy always said her 
calling was from the Devil ; on the otiier 
Land, Joanna and her witnesses protest ihtA 
what she had signed was merely an ackuow- 
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fedgracnt that Mr. Pomeroy had said, af- 
It her book was printed, the Devil had in- 
stigated her to print his name in it. Thia 
would not be worthy of mention, if it were 
not for the very extraordinary situation 
into which this gentleman has brought 
himself. Wishing to be clear of the con- 
nection in which he had so unluckily en- 
gaged, he burnt the sealed papers which 
had been intrusted to his careu From that 
time all t^ie Joannians, who are now no in- 
considerable number, regard him as the 
arch-apostate. He is the Jehoiakim who 
bilmt Jeremiah's roll of prophecies ; he is 
their Judas Iscariot, a second Lucifer, son 
of the Morning. They call upon him to 
produce these prophecies^ which she boldly 
asserts, and they implicitly believe, have 
all been fulfilled, and therefore would con- 
vince the world of the truth of 'her mis- 
sion. In vain does Mr. Pomeroy answer 
that he has burnt these unhappy papers :— • 
in an unhappy hour for himself did he 
bum them ! Day after day long letters are 

MS 
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dispatched to' him; sometimes from Joamia 
herself^ sometimes from her broth^^ some* 
times from one of her four-and-twenty 
cldei's, filled with exhortation, invective, 
texts of scripture, ;^nd denunciations of the 
Law in this world and theDevil in the next ; 
and these letters the prophetess prints^ for 
this very . sufficient reason-— that. all her 
believers purchase them. Mr. Pomeroy 
sometimes treats them with contempt, at 
other times he appeals to their compassion, 
and beseeches them, if they have any 
bowels of Christian charity, to have com- 
passion on him, and let him rest, and no 
longer add to the inconceivable and irre- 
parable injuries which they have already 
occasioned him* If be is silent, no matter, 
on they go, printing copies of all which 
they write, and when he is worried into 
replying; his. answers also serve to swell 
Joanna's books. In this manner is this 
poor man, because h^ has recovered his 
senses, persecuted by a crazy prophetess, 
^d her four-and-t^enty crazy elders, who 
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seem determiiied not to desist, till, one way 
or other, they have made him as ripe for 
Bedlam as they are themselves. 

The books which she sends intp the^ 
Hforld are written partly in prose, partly 
in rhyme, all the verse, and the greater part 
of the prose, being delivered in the charac- 
ter of the Almighty ! It is not possible to 
convey any adequate idea of this unparal- , 
leled and unimaginable nonsense by any 
other means than literal transcript *• Her 
hand-writing was illegibly bad, so that at 
last she found it convenient to receive or- 
ders to throw away the pen, and deliver 
her oracles orally ; and her words flow 
from her faster than her scribes can write 
them down. This may be well believed^ 
for they are mere words, and nothing else: 
a rhapsody of texts; vulgar dreams and 
vulgar interpretations, vulgar types and 
vulgar applications : — the vilest string of 
words in the vilest doggerel verse, which has 

* See note at the end of the letter. 
m3 ^ 
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no othc/ coanection than -what the vilest 
rhymes have suggested^ she vents, and her 
followers receive^ as the dictates of imme- 
diate inspiration. A herd, however, was 
ready to devour this garbage as the bread of 
life. Credulity and Vanity areTouI feeders* 
The clergy in her own neighbourhood 
were invited by her, by private letters, to 
examine her claims, but they treated her 
invitation with contempt : the bishop also 
did not choose to interfere ; — of what avail, 
indeed, would it have been to have exa- 
mined her^ when they had no power to 
silence her blasphemies ! She found be- 
lievers at a distance. Seven men came 
frofti different parts of th« country to exa- 
mine — ^that is — to believe in her ; these 
were her seven stars ; and when at another 
time seyen more arrived upon the same 
wise errand, she observed, in allusion to 
one of those vulgar sayings from which all 
her allusions are drawn, that her seven 
. stars were come to fourteen. Among 
these early believers were three clergymen, 
one of them a man of fiushion^ fortune^ 
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and noble family. It is not unlikdy that 
the woman at first suspected the state of 
her own mtellects : her letters apjpear to 
indicate this ; they express a humble sub*: 
mission to wiiser judgments thui her own.; 
and Could she have breathed the first 
thoughts of delusion into, the ear of some 
pious confessor^ it is more than probable 
that she would have soon, acknowledged 
her error at his feet^ and the phrensy which 
has now infected thousauds would .have 
been: cut off* on its first appearance* But 
when she foundihat persons into whoi>o 
society nothing: else could ever have ele- 
vated her, listened to her with reverence, 
believed all her ravings^ and supplied her 
with, means and money to spread them 
abroad,, it is not to. be wondered at if slie 
went on more boldly;' — the gainfulness of 
tiie trade soon silencing all doubts of the 
truth of her inspiration • 

Some of her foremost adherents were 

^ 

veterans in credulity : they have been ini- 
tiated in the mysteries of animal magnet- 
M 4^ 
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^ism, had received spiritual circamcisioii 
irdm BrbtBers, and were thus doabi j qua- 
lified for the part they >rere to act in tbii 
new drama of delusion. Toaccottimt)date 
them, Joanna confirmed the autbenticitj 
of this last fanatic's mission, and acknow* 
ledgcd him as King of the HeWews, — ^bttt 
•he dropt his whole mythology. Her 
heresy in its main part is not new* Th« 
opinion tliat redemption- extended to nieii 
t)nly and not to women, had been held by 
a Norman in the sixteenth century, Hs 
well as by the fair English heretic already 
mentioned. This man, in a book called 
• Virgo Fc;ie<fl, maintained that a female Re* 
deemer was necessary for the daughters of 
Eve, and announced an old woman of 
Venice of his acquaintance as the Saviour 
of her sex. "Bordonius, a century ago, 
•broached even a worse heresy. In a work 
upon miracles, prkif ed at Parma, he taught 
that women did rot participate in tlie 
'atonement, because they were of a different 
species from man, and were incapable -of 
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Vernal life. Joanna and her followers are 
too ignorant to be acquainted with thes^ 
her prototypes in "blasphemy, and the 
whole merit of originality in her system 
must ^be allowed her, as indeed she has 
exceeded her forerunners in the audacity of 
her pretensions . She boldly asserts that she 
is the Woman in the Revelations, who has 
fee Moon under her feet, and t>n her head a 
fcrowri of twelve stars : the twelve stars be* 
ing her twelve Apostles, Who with the se- 
cond dozen of believers make up her fotir- 
and-twenty elders. Inher visitation it was 
told her that the angels rejoiced at het 
birth, because she wa« born to ddiver 
both men and angels from the insults of 
the Devil. Let it be lawful for me to r«- 
peat these blasphemies, holding them up 
to mcarited abhorrence. The scheme of 
redemption, she says, ts completed in her, 
and without her would be imperfect ; by 
Voman came the fall of man, by woman 
must come hisredemption : woman phicked 
Ihe evil fruit, and woman must pluck th« 
*m5 
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good fruit ; if tbe Tree of Knowledge vrtor 
violated by Eve, the Tree of Life is reserv- 
ed for Joanna, Eve was a bone from 
Adam, she is a bone from Christ the se- 
' cond Adana. Slie is the Bride, the pro- 
mised seed who is to bruise the Serpent's 
head ; she it is who claims the promise 
made at the creation, that woman should 
be the helpmate of man, and by her the 
Creator fulfils that promise, and acquits 
himself of the charge of having given to 
man the woman in vain. The evening star 
was placed in the firmament to be her type. 
While she arrogates so much to herself^ 
she is proportionately liberal to her fol- 
lowers : they have been appointed to the 
four-and-twenty elderships : and to one of 
them, when hp died, a higher character 
was more blasphemously attributed: she 
assured his relatiohs that he was gone fo 
plead the promises before the Lord ; that 
to him was to be given the key of the bot- 
tomless pit, and that the time was at hand 
when he should be seen descending iaihe 



JOAWfNA SOUTHC6TT. 25^1 

air, --for they knew not the meiining of 
otir Saviour's words when he said, -"^ Ve 
ishall see the Son of Man coming in the 
clouds, in power and great glory !^' 

The immediate object of her call is to 
destroy the Devil : of this the Devil was 
aware, and that it might not be said he 
had had foul play, a regular dispute of 
sevaidays was agreed on between-him and 
Joanna^ in which she was to be alone, and 
he to bring with him as many of thp 
Powers of Darkness as he pleased : but he 
was not to appear visibly ; for, as he did 
not choose to make his appearance on .a 
former occasion, when some of W elders 
went to give him the meeting, but had dis- 
appointed them, he was not to be permit- 
ted to manifest himself bodily now. The 
conditions were, that if she held out with 
argument against him for seven, days, the 
Woman should bcfreed, and he fall ; but if 
she yielded, Satan's kingdom was to stand, 
and a second fall of the human race would 
be'the consequence. Accordingly, she w«nt 
M 6 
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alone into a solitary house for this confer- 
ence. Joanna was her own secretary upon 
this occasion^ and the process-verbal of the 
confepance has been printed, as literally 
^ifBl down ; for she was ordered to set 
dfown all bis blasphemies, and show io the 
world what the language of Hell is. It is 
by no means a polite language ; — ^indopd 
the proficiency which Satan displ^ in 
the vulgar tongue i^surprising. t 

Of all Joanna's books this is the most 
curious. Satan brought a friend wi^him^ 
and they made up a story for thdEelve* 
Vvhich has some ingenuity* " It is writt^^ 
said they, *^ Be still, and know that I am 
God ;" this still worship did not suit Satan; 
he was a lively cheerful spirit, full of 
^mirtb and gaiety, which the Lord could 
not bear, and therefore cast him out of 
Heaven » This, according to Apollyon^s. 
liecount of Heaven, could have been no 
gVeat evil. " Thou knowest,*' he says, ^' it 
16 trrittcn of Crod, he is a consuming fire,. 
aad who can dwell inevcFlasting burningsl 
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Our backs are not brass, nor our nnews 
iron, to'dwdl with God in Hearen.*' The 
Heaven therefore which men mistakingly 
desire, is in its nature the yerjr H^l; of 
which they are so much afraid ; and it 
is sufficient proof of the truth of all this^ 
that the Devil invites them to make theqi- 
'*J6$Vves happy and lead a gay life, agree- 
ajbl^yio his own cheerful disposition, where- 

^ .as religion enjoins 'sdf-denial, penitence^ 
' and all things which are contrary to our 
natuMl inclinations. Satan accolinted to 
Joanna for her inspiration by this solution': 
^n evil spirit had loved her from her youtb 
up, he found there was no other access to 
her heart than by means of religion^ ao^y 
being himself able to foresee future events, 

• imparted this knowledge to her in the cha- 
racter , of a good spirit. This spirit^, he 
said, was one which she had been well.ac« 
quaint^ with ; it was that of one Mr. 
FoUart, who had told her if she would nc^ 
have him for a husband he should die f<n: 
tier ss^e^ and accordingly he had died^ 
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But this deception had now been carried 
so far that Satan was angry, and threatened, 
unless she broke lier seals and destroyed, 
her writings, he would tear her in pieces. 
The conference terminated like most 
theological' disputes. Both parties greif^ 
warm. Apollyon interfered, and endea- 
voured to accommodate matters, but with- 
t>ut eflfect, and Joanna talked Satan out of 
all patience. She gave him, as he truly- 
complained, ten words for one, and al- 
lowed himi no time to speak. Al! meoj 
"he said, were tired of her tongue already, 
and now she had tired the i)evil. Thi* 
was not unreasonable ; but he proceeded 
to abuse the whole sex, which would have 
been ungracious in any one, and in him 
•was ungrateful. He said no man could 
tame a woman's tongue— -the sands of an 
hour-glass did not run faster — it was bet- 
ter to dispute with a thousand men than 
one woman. After this dispute she fasted 
forty days ; but this fast, which is regarded 
by her bdievers as $p miraculous^ was 
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merely a Catholic Lent, in "which she ab-* 
stained from fish as well as flesh. 

The Moon \Ybich is under her feet in the 
Revelations, typifies the Devil : for th« 
moon, it seems, having power to give light 
by night but not by day, is Satan's king* 
dom, and his dwelling-place ; he, I con- 
clude, being, the very person commonly 
called the Man in the Moon; acoryectiue 
©f my own, which, you must allow, i^ 
strongly confirmed by his horns. Once^i 
when the Lord made her the same promise 
as Herod had done to Herodias, she re« 
quested that Satan might be cut off from 
the face of the earth as John the Baptist 
had been. This petition she was instructed 
to write, and seal it with three seals, and 
carry it to the altar when she received the 
sacrament ! and a promise was returned 
that it should be granted. Her dreams are 
usually of the Devil. Once she saw him 
like a pig with his mouth tied; at another 
time skinned his £ice with her nails after 
a fierce battle i once she bit off his fingers^ 
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^nd thought the blood sweet, — and once 
she dreamt 9he had fairl j killed him . But 
neither has' the promise of his destruction 
been as yet fulfilled, nor the dream accom* 
piished. 

This phrensy would have been speedily 
cured in our country ; bread and water, aso** 
Htary cell, and a little wholesome discipline 
are specifics in such cases. Mark the difier- 
Mice in England. No bishop interferes; 
she therefore boldly asserts that she has the 
fiill consent of tlie bishops ia declare that 
her call is from God, because, having been- 
called upon to disprove it, they keep silent^ 
She who was used to earn her daily bread 
by daily labour, is now taken into the 
houses of her wealthy believers, regarded 
as the most blessed among women, car- 
ried from one part of England to another, 
and treated every where with reverence 
little less than idolatry. Meantime dic-^ 
tating books as fast as her scribes Qan write 
them down, she publishes them as fast as^ 
they are written, 4nd the Joannians buy 
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ttiem as fast as they are puUisUbd. Nor 
is this her only trade. The seals in the 
Beyelations furnished her vith a happy 
hint. She calls npon all persons " to sign 
their names for Christ^s glorious and peace* 
able kingdom to be established and to 
come upon earthy and his will to be done 
on earth as it is done in heaven, and for 
Satan's kingdom to be destroyed, which 
is the prater and desire of Joanna South- 
cott." They -who sign this are to be sealed. 
Now if this temporar sealing, which is 
mentioned by St. John in the Revelations, 
had been understood before this time, men 
.would have begun sealing themselves with- 
out the visitation of thespir it ; and if she had 
not understood it and explained it now, it 
would have been more fatal for herself and 
for all mankind than the fall of Eve was. 
-The mystery of scaling is this : whosoever 
signs his name receives a sealed letter con- 
•taining these words: The Sealed of the 
Lord\ the Electa Preciousy MatCs Redemp^ 
tion^ to inherit the Tree of Life^ to be made 
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Heirs of God^ and Joini-keirs with Jesus 
Christ. SigoGd Joanna Soiithcott. I know 
not what the price of this initiatioa is ; but 
she boasts of having sealed above eight 
thousand persons^ so that the trade is a 
thriving one. 

And these things arebelieved in England ! 
in England, where Catholic Christbns are 
so heartily despised for superstition ; in 
England) where the people think them- 
selves so highly enlightened^ — ^inthiscoun*- 
tryof reason and philosophy, and free in- 
quiry ! It is curions to observe how this 
. age in which we live is denominated by 
every writer just as its temper accords with 
his own views : with the Infidel, it is the 
Age of Reason^ with the Churchman, the 
Age of Infidelity ; with the Chemist, the 
Age of Philosophy ; with Rulers, the Age 
of Anarchy ; with the People, the Age of 
Oppression,— every one beholding the pro? 
spect through a coloured glass, and giving 
it sunshine or shade, frost or verdure, ac- 
oording to his own fyncy, none lookipg 
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round him, and seeing it fairly as it is. Yet 
surely if we consider the ignorance of the 
great majority of the English^ the want of 
anchorage for their faith, the want of able" 
directors for their souls, the rapidity with 
which novelties of any kind are circulated 
throughout the country, the eagerness with 
which the cretlulous listen to every new 
blasphemy, the contemptuous indifference 
of the clergy to any blasphemy, provided it 
does not immediately threaten themselves^ 
tlic unlimital toleration shown to Jews, 
Gentiles, and Heretics of every descrip- 
tion, — ^abovc all, if we remember that every 
person has the power of comparing these 
delusive books with the Bible, of which 
they are instructed to consider themselves 
competent expounders,— we must acknow- 
ledge that there never was any age or 
any country so favourable to the success 
of imposture, and the growth of super^ 
stition, as this very age and this very 
England. 

I have to add concerning^ Joanna, that 
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she prophesies how she and her befievera 
^re to be tried in theensuing year^ and that 
jihis aivfal trial will be only second to thai 
of our blessed Lord dt Pilate's bar ! What 
new juggle is in preparation I pretend not 
to divuie. Thus much is certain, that her 
believers are proof against conviction^ and 
you will agree with me in thinking no fur- 
ther trial necessary to prove that she and 
her abettors ought either to be punished at 
impostors, or silenced as lunatics *. 

* The Translator liai been enrious enough to in- 
(|ttire the eTent of this trial, wl^ch maj be related lA' 
few words. None bather belierers assembled i tbej 
provided an attomej to sire their proceedini^s some 
of the ceremonials of legality, examined witoesaes to 
prove the good character of the prophetess, signed a 
profesiion of belief in her, — and afterwards published 
an account of all this foilj under the title of The 
Trial of Joanna Southcott. Joanna had predicted that 
at this trial she was to be cast into a trance; — not 
thinking this convenient when the time appointed 
came, she had a revelation to saj, that if any of her 
jvdges vefvired it^ the Lord would still entrance her. 
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bat that it would certainlj be her dea(h : and that 
lflh>wiiig herself upon the merc^ of her own accom- 
plices, it will easil J be guessed thfit none among them 
llisisted upon the proof. One of the company inquired 
whether Satan knew he was cast by this trial ; as, in 
that case, it was to be presumed he would rage 
against her and her friends with the utmost of hit 
fury. This gentleman would hare been a good sab« 
ject for a night-mare. 

D. Manuel might well say that nothing but literal 
IrsMcript cottlft convey an idea of this woman's Tutga- 
iHj and nonsense ; witness the passages which he hat 
•elected.— Til. 



So, learned mcn« no more contend. 

Till you have seen all clear, ' 
The Woman clothed with the Sun 

A wonder to you here. 
So, in amase, you all may gaze. 

As Adam did at first, 
To see the bone to him unknown, 

The woman there was placed. 
The woe you see, she brought on he, 

And the first woe for man $ — 
Butliow shall Satan now get free. 

She casts her woe oa man. — 
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Though *twas not slie, I mast (cU ve, 

Did cast the woe on man ; 
The serpent was condemned hjr she, 

And there her woe must come. 

. X.t is speaking within tompass, to say that she has 
sent into the world above twentj thousand of luch 
verses as these, as the dictates of the Spirit ! 

What follows is in the words of one of her chosen 
disciples :— *^' On- Monday morning Joanna received a 
letter from Exeter, which informed 4ier she would 
have Mr. Joneses answer about Mr. Pomeroj in the 
crening ; and her fears for him flung her into a vio« 
lent agitation } evef7 serve in her shook, and she 
fell sick as though she would have fainted awaj. She 
could not keep in her bed, but laid herself on the 
floor in agonies, and said she knew not whether to 
jiity or condemn him s but at last got up in a rags 
against the Devil, and said her revenge would be 
tweet to see the Devil chained down, and shejshould 
like^ with a sharp sword, to cut him in pieces. She 
then got into bed, exclaiming against the clergy, and 
asked for a glass of wine i but she brought it ufk hao- 
mediately. Sooa after the bason was set upon the 
bed, the took it up and dashed it violently across the 
f^m, and broke it to pieces. After that )he had 
some kunb brought up for her dinnerj she tried to 
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s^rallow a moathful but could not, butspitit tntoano- 
Iber basDii, and said she could neither swallow the 
Srine nor the lamb, but found the furj of the Lord 
break in upon her, and she dashed the second baton 
on the floor. She then said she^felt herself happier 
and easier since she had broken both the basons « for 
so would the Lord, in bis ang^r, break the der^jr.'' 

This is from a book with the followini: curious title i 
MR. JOSEPH SOUTHCOTT, 

THE BROTHER OF 

JOANNA soutBcorr, 

WILL NOW COME FORWARO A.S INNAh's BRBTHREN OID, 

TBAt THET SHALL NOT DEAL WITH HIS SISTER 

AS THET WOVLO WITH A HARLOT, 

FOR SO THET ARE NOW DEAUN6 WITH HER. 

AS1> HE WILL PROVE TO THE WORLD WHERE THE 

ADVLTERT IS COMMITTED, BY MEN WHO ARX 

VNCIRCUMCISED IN HEART AND LIFE: 

AND NOW HE WILL EXPEND ALliT^lAT HX HAS ' 

IN THE WORLD, IP REQUIRED, IN TBB HONEST 

DEFENCE OF HER CHARACTER, TILL RE HAS SLAIN 

THE UNCIRCUMCISED FHIUfftnTES, 

AND ENTIRELT FREED HH SISTBR FROM «U 

RBFROACHIS OV TREHI A^tJXrTERT. ^ 



S6lr I.ETTBJt liXX. 

A few domtn of iafenal eloquence should be adde4 
fitom The Di^iie with the Powers of Dafknets. Sataa 
njs to her, ** ThoA infamous b — ch ! thoa bastbeeu 
iatteriag God thai be maj stand th j friend. Sncb low 
CBBDiag art I despise.*— 7%oii wbeening devil I stop 
thj d — mnM eternal tongue ; thou numest on so fast 
•11 the Defils m Hell cannot keep up with thee. — 
God bath done something to chose a b— ch of a wo- 
■na tibat will down-aigue the Deril, and scarce gire 
him room to speak«***-It maj truljr be said, in Jo- 
anna's own words, ** Jf ike woman is mot oAamed of 
hertelf, ike DeoU caaaoi ihame her J* 

If the language of Joanna herself is grorelling in 
the Tery mud and mire of baseness and Tolgaritj, one of 
her elders has soared into the sublime of frenaj. The 
passage is long, but deserves insertion, as, perhaps, 
there does not exist elsewhere so complete a sped- 
■len of a prophet rampant. The gentleman begins 
in some plain prose reHectioos upon the Fall, and 
goes cm addressing the Devil, tiH be has worked him- 
self up, and begins tbos to rave in rhjrthm. 

** —Then wbere's thy ground on earth ? receive > 
thj doom, the pit, there twist in flames, and there 
thj like deceive !— Then Cain receive thj doom 
fraM AbeKs blood. Then where is Pharaoh and his 
host ? Judge then, need Moses fear ! Where is tha 
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Lion fallen i and the pit has oped its mouth,^— ihe 
coveriBi:'! dropt$ — ^the Lamb has noa^^fat to fear- 
then roar no more to shake the earth and sea. 
Where now's the eagle and Tultar'd host — thy wingt 
aire pluck*d on earthy she stands defenceless, the fa- 
tal net beneath.-t-The Dove now has protection; she 
ranges earth and sea, and soars aloft unhurt, unfeared, 
to carrj peace to all. — The Ark is opened now, she 
brings the olive branch,— the floods are past, where 's 
sow the giant race ? — Who pressed on Lot ? 'Twas 
thee the proud oppressor ! Where art thou now?^- 
Where is thy pride and city ? Knowest thou the 
words, come out I come out I let Sodom feel its doom. 
Where now is Lot ? At Zoar safe ! Where is his 
wife? Ts she not salt all? — The writing's on the 
wall.— rThou lewdly revellest with the bowls of God. 
o— Thy kingdom's past away — Now see my Daniel 
fise — ^Who cast him in the den? — ^'Twas thee — 
Thou, rolledst the stone, thou sealedst his doom — 
the roaring Lion thee! Then let the stone return, 
the seal be broke, and go thou in his stead. Where 
is the image gold and Bel? Where is proud Babel's 
builder? Confusion is thy name: confusion is thy 
doom I Let Bel asunder burst ! . the pitch, and tar, 
and walls of wood expose thy make, deceit, and crafit, 
and pass ui ftnoes away. XbeGod of Daniel stands— 
Paniel,riieup I«-7^]Zdays are past«-tthe Nveptfa now 
VOL. HI. N . ' • 
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it bare — fevcn tiiiiei refined and |i«riie4«M|ii iimo- 
ceBcy €oine. — The tturMf wlivrt in ftre» display 
grcat Jadah'jiton. — Let Urin't LIglit and Tlinmiiiim 
fhioe inlnrightperfoctMm't^. The twelve men 
itaod upon the plM8--*^taB ftmrth denotes greet Jth 
dah'e sod. irho is the rifhtfol heir. The steaee de- 
note old Jacob's aens, their light nd fuati^f^tfeny 
shine as stars in Jesus' croim upon the WoMUm^ 
head. — ^The saa nureil'd shall nowarise^— The Moon 
from scartet shall eaMrge — ^Tfae stars firom d a r k n esa 
now appear to light the midnight honr — ^Then where 
art thoa. O Satan! Where are thj heads, and horns, 
and dragon's tail, wfaidi slew and hurt the liviagslaMf 
Where are thy ni;fs of fire-«*thy watery ieods^-^b^- 
h^d they are past nway-^The woman's fearsof thee 
are o*er— the wUderaess reoeivies her diild.** mhmt 
iron rod now feel. The pitlws oped its month^- 
thon now art cast* shut up and 8eale6^-4he saMi 
now jndge the oarth. The Onmipoteat k hefO in 
power and apirit in the word— The sword, whtin 
hone, and King of Kings has drawn the taming 
•word I R^goioe. ye mints, s^oice! The Beast add 
Bmgon. monntain. tree, no more -shall •hurt, devour, 
beclond. the Saint, the gold, and vine. Tb^ goM 
and geam appear— The 'Hdghtyeaiih(|«dfie now dl^ 
plays the hidden aon.of God. The wd and^smittcfn 
KKk gush &rtb. and^amlte mid May, and- make nllm. 



worn laTCft awl naw ^\awsi^. Tbe ^doitd: aod f lorj, 
Jooah** sign, diif lay the TirtHef of the word, thf 
lie^ht and 'darkaesi thev«. The Gospel brioffB the 
iigf^t, Mul mby and death — aad death «» aie^ obejr 
•r node. The »ax denotes the %vSsipmg tune to 
■hew the Sen of Maa^the tign viljhhi the Suo-*n 
TOe fowli BOW feast on thee I Thea wbeie^e <hj 
dbeaier reifB \ Beneath the lod of Moses see th|r 
USX fPOBs Ikaven's height. Son of the lloFmng, 
Laeifiery no anora oppress — be thou a fallen star f 
foeatdog and A^ag, where are ye ' The walls e/ 
JKioho art tbon^ fiUlflat! Joshua's ram'a horasi 
<ha seven aadiwelre, pass Jordan's fltieam..-^Wheiia 
Is the Lion, Bear, Croliath.hage, bat ia the neater 
ihee. David appears, a stripling yonth, now tears, 
and slays, and sHngs the stmie, aad soiltiBs 4iy ^n^ 
goa'a head. Now see great David's ireign— The 
iHiple*a diooes, nahewed hj man jki if^ose dajii^ 
ftoUe, the King of Peace amidst tbe sofren in oil 
fl«dle> and. ia a stPQe with seven ^yes appaam* 'X^f 
atately fabric now is laid, founded and lapped with 
floms af every hae. The ark of Moses now it hviU 
— ^The words, the laws, the sceptre, aU fiuite, and 
Aaroa's baddad rod-**He aanr is .ehosan.! .eat' Ihi 
Inead, fmp^usa 'the saorifiee* - Jahp ^t the hoaki 
which slreet and bitter is— 'He prophesies ; the tem- 
plajBalas,a|idataodsMiMPajl(iei4aHii* TiMftiettpIe 
n2 
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measures, and anoints, and Moseses tabernacle* The 
.wi^iesses, Matthew and John, as olive trees appear.*—. 
The broken stones of Moses now uplift, renewed in 
books arise from death~-^The Lord^s anointed reigns 
:-^The rods, or laws, of Ephraim ten, unite in one 
sad iiold bjr Judah's skirt — The Son of Man o'er Is- 
rael reigns--— The drjr bones now arise — Here, eifds 
thjr. earthl J reign-— The bond of union now is come — 
The marriaee rin^^ appears— The Bride is coine<-!- 
The Bridegroom now receives the marriage seal-* 
The Law and Gospel now unite— -The Moon and Sua 
appear-^Caleb and' Joshua pass the stream in triumph 
to restore. Where now, thou Canaanite, art thou? 
Where all thjr ntaddeued crew ? — 

«* HHtites, be gone! no more appear to hart or to 

aanojt 
Now Israel's sons in peace succeed, and Canaan*s Inii 

enjoj. - 

Behold, from fidom I appear with garments dipt im 

blood I 
Ky iOBs are fteed and saved, and wash'd amidst the 

purple flood. 
The law, or moon, imperfect was to save— 
But How the star pomts dead men to the gmve. 

«< Mercjbenigii appean— The Gospel Sm em- 
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braces all — ^The Spirit and the Bride inyite, and of« 
fer wine and milk — but not to mockers here. Infinitj 
of love and grace I Gentiles and Jews unite, no more 
from lo?e to part. Six dajs are past — Peter, and 
James, and John, behold mj glorjr in mj word. 

<< The Law and Prophets now are seen with Jctns* 

word to shine, 
But what hast thon, thou serpent here, to do with loTe 
benign ? 

« Tremble and flee, 'tis done. The seals are 
burst — the vials pour and end thy destinj. 

<** These are a small part of the thoughts of the 
judgments of God pronounced on Satan," conelttdet 
the writer, who is a gentleman of vast respcctabilitj. 

One of her books has the title, printed on the 
Jast page, because it was ordered that the book 
should contain neither more nor less tbaft foHj^ei^t 
pages. — Another has a seal in the middle of it, bear* 
ijDg the letters J. C. — the J., it it taM, being 
for Jesus and Joanna ! ! 
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I%e Coxcomb. — FashianMts.'^Fops. — 
Egi/ptian Fushions.^^ Dances. — VisiU 
ing. — Walkers . — The Fanci/:^^Agri» 
citUurists.'^y'he Fat Ox.—The Rdj/&t 
InsUiution. — Metaphysics. 

Whether the Coxcomb be an animal 
.coDJuied io Europe I know uoiy but in 
.every country in Christendom he is to 
fee found with the same generic character. 

Plea di ttnoi^oie ffratiVt 
, £ mastro assai profoado 

Nelle importanti ineziey 

Nei nulli del bel mondo ;, 
K ID qaella soavissima 

^rtetanto cloqaen(e» 

Che sa si \\x\kgo spazio 

Farlar leoza dir niente*. 
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CoA tratti di malizia, 

A spese allnu IvttiTo ; 

Sempra in bocca riinonafU 

Quel tuono decitivo, 
QaeU' iafolenza amabUei 

Che con egaal franchezaa 

€ea lu' occhiata rapida 

tiiUo loda, o iprezsa *^ 

There is however no country in Mrhich 
there are sa many varieties of the animal 
M in ijighmd, none wliere he flourishes 
so successfuny^ make^ such heroic endea- 
TOars for notoriety^ and ei\joys «o wide a 
spheieofit. 

The highest order is tihat of those who 
have invented for themselves the h^py 
title of Fashionables. These gentlemen 

* Full of affected graces, upd a. master mattdeaiAj 
profouDd of the important inanities^ the notbini^ ef 
tbe thie world i and of that iweeteit art io elo^uenty 
vliich cab talk so long and saj nothing; wifli traits 
of malice, murChfel atanatfaer^s expense: always in 
bis mouth that deeiaive teae, that amiable kisolenoe^ 
which with e^nal freedemat a glance pndset er oo«« 
demns by wbolewle.'— Tb% 

K- 4: 
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stand highest in the scale of folly, and 
lowest in that of intellect, of any in the 
country, inasmuch as the rivalry between 
them is which shall excel his competitors 
in frivolity.' There was a man in England 
half-a-century ago well known for this 
singular kind of insanity, that he believed 
bis soul had been annihilated within him, 
while he was yet living. What this poor ' 
maniac conceived to have been done by 
his soul, these gentlemen have success- 
fully accomplished for themselves with 
their intellect. Their souls might be 
lodged in a nutshell without incommoding 
the maggot who previously tenanted it ; 
and if the whole stock of their ideas were 
transferred to the maggot, they would not 
be sufficient to confuse his own* It is 
impossible to describe them, because no 
idea can be formed of infinite littleness : 
you might as reasonably attempt to dissect 
a bubble, or to bottle moonshine, as to 
investigate their characters: they prove 
satisfactorily the existence^of a vacuum ; 
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the sum total of their being is composed of 
Begatiye quantities.^ 

One dq^ree above or below these suretbe 
. feps who appear in a tangible shapes they 
who prescribe fashions to the tailor, that 
the tailor may prescribe them to the town ; 
who decide upon the length, of a neck- ' 
handkerchief, and regulate the number of 
buttons at the knees of their breeches. One 
person has attained the very summit of 
ambition by excelling all others in the. jet 
.varnish of his boots. * Infinite are the exer* 
tions which have been made toequal him, — 
the secret of projection could not be more 
eagerly desired than the receipt of his 
blacking; and there is. one competitor 
whose boots are allowed to approach very 
near to the same point of perfection;— *stiU 
they only approach it. This meritorious 
rival loses the race of fame by half a necky 
and in such contests it is aut CcBsar, aut 
nihil. . To have the best blacked boots in 
the world, is a worthy object of succei^ful 
emidaiion, — but to have only the second<- 
n5 
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.be^tf is to be Pompey in the Pharsalia of 
Fashion. 

D«f iftg one period €^ the French Revo-^ 
Ittf ion the Brutus head-dress was the mode^ 
.though Bruttt9 yfM 9i the same time cos- 
«idered bs the Judas Iscaciot of political 
fdigiofi, beihg indeed at this day to an, 
ort-bodox Anti'Jacobine vhat Omar is ta 
the Persians ; that is, something a great 
deal worse Ihan the DeriL '^ I suppose^ 
«ir," said a London hair<*dres8er to a gen-^ 
tjeman from the country^-*^^^ I suppose, 
sir, you would like to be dressed in the 
Brutus style.'' << What style is that? "was 
the question in reply. ^ All over firizsley^ 
Mr, like the Negers,*-They be Brutes you 
know." If Apollo be the model of tlie day^ 
these gentlemen wear stays ; If Hercules,, 
the tailor supplies *breast8 of buckram^ 
broad shoulders, and brawny arms. At 
{>tesent, as tfa« soldiers from Egypt have 
brought home wkh them broken limba 
and ophthalmia^ they carry an arm in a. 
fling, or walk the streets with a greeft 
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shade onaer the eyes. Every tldng now 
i&ttst be Egyptian : the ladies wear croco* 
dile ornaments, and you set upon a sphinx 
kk a room hung round with mummies, 
and with the long black lean<<armed long* 
nosed hierogly phical men, who are enough 
to make the children afraid to go to bed. 
The Tery shopboards m^st be metamor- 
phosed into the mode, and painted in 
Egyptian letters, which, as the Egyptians 
•had no letters, you will doubtless conceive 
must be curious. Th^ are simply the 
common characters, deprived of all beauty 
and all proportion by having all the strokes 
of equal thickness, so that those which 
should be ihbx look as if .they had the ele- 
phantiasis.. 

Men are tempted to make themselves 
notorious in England by the ease- with 
which they succeed* The Newspapers in 
the dearth of matter for fitting their daily 
columns, are glad to insert any thing, — 
when one lady comes to town, when an- 
other leaves it^ when a third expects her 
k6 
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accouchement; the. grand dinner ^f one 
gentleman, and the grand supper of an« 
other are announced before they take place ; 
the particulars are given after the action, 
a list of th^ company inserted, the partiei 
• i^ho danced together exhibited like the 
characters of a drama in an English bill<^ 
the play, and the public are informed 
what dances were called for, and by whom. 
There is something so peculiarly elegant 
and appropriate in the names of the fa- 
shionable dances, that it is proper to give 
you a specimen. Moll in the Wad is one ; 
—you must excuse me for not translating 
this^ for really I do not understand it* 
Drops of Brandy, another; and two 
which are at present in high vogue are. 
The Devil among the Taylors, and Go 
to the *Devil and shake yourself. At 
these balls the floors are chalked in colours 
in carpet patterns, a hint taken from the' 
lama beggars who write their ^petitions 
upon the flag-stones in flie street. This is 
so excellently done, that one should tliipk 
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if i¥ould be painfiil to trample on and de^ 
stroy any thing so beautiful, even though 
only made to be destroyed. These things 
indicate the same sort of want of feeling 
s& the ice-palaces of Russia, and the statue 
of snow made by Michel Angelo at Pietro 
de Medici's command. We arc surround- 
ed in this world with what i^ p^ishable, 
that we may be taught to set our hearts 
and hopes upon the immutable and ever- 
lasting; — ^it is ill done, then, to make pe- 
rishableness the food of pride. 

The system of visiting in high life is 
brought to perfection in this country. 
Were a lady to call in person upon all the 
numerous acquaintance whom she wishes 
sometimes to crowd together at her Grand 
Parties, her whole time would be too lit- 
tle to go from door to door. Tliis, there- 
fore, being confessedly impossible, the 
card-Currency of etiquette was issued, 
and the name dropt by a servant, allowed 
to have the same saving virtue of civility 
as the real presence. But the servants 
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hegaji to find ihis a hiu^d daty, and found 
out that they were working like postmrnpi 
without any necessity for so doing; so 
ll^y agreed at Lost to meet at certain pot- 
houses^ and exchange cards^ or leave them 
^here as at a post-office, where each intura 
calls to deposit all with which be is charg- 
ed, and to receive all which are designed 
for him. 

. I have spoken elsewhere of the Turf, 
aroadto&me always, and oftentiines ta 
ruin ; but for this so large a fortune is 
required) that the famous laxxsi always be 
few. A man, however, of moderate, or of 
no fortune, may acquire great glory by 
jriding a score of horses almost or quite ta 
death, for the sake of showing in how 
short a time he can go fifty leagues*. 
Dthers, with a nobler ambition, delight ia> 
displaying their own speed. I know not 
whether Christoval de Mesa would have; 
said of this sort of walking or of running,. 
as he did of the game of pelota ; 



Bi«I que mas ^ b vistiid se Ilcgsi» 

^ue ni entorpece, ni el ingenio embota^ 

antes da lig^reza y exercita, 
y pocoa que la jnegan tienen gota •. 

I knaw not whether he w<mld have said 
this of their exercise; but this I know, that 
«ome of the English Gentlemen would 
make the best rttnhing footmen in the 
world. 

Another school— to borrow ti term from 
the Philosophers — iff that of the Aniateurs 
of Boxing, who call themselres the Fancy. 
They attend the academies of the two 
'great professors Jackson ' and Mendoza^ 
the Aristotle and Plato of pugilism, — bring 
up youths of promise from the country to 
be trained, and match them accordinsr to 
(heir wind, science, and bottom. But I 
am writing to the uninitiated, — ^bottom 
means courage, that sort of it which will 
endure a great deal. Too much vivacity 

• /t t» ihat whick most apprvadi^s io Hritte^ 
which meiiher stupffles, nor degrade* the trndervUmd- 
ingi bvif on tiie contrary y exereUes it mutgiveeagi' 
Ut^j and few who play at it have the gout,— Tr, 
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is rather against a man ; if he indulges in 
any flourishes or needless gesticulations he 
wastes his wind^ and though he may be ad« 
mitted to be a pleasant Jighter^ this is con- 
sidered as a disadvantage. When the 
champion comes^off victor, after suffering 
much in the contest, he is said to be much 
punished. There is something to be at- 
tended to besides science, which is the 
body I it is expedient to swallow raw eggs 
for the wind, and to feed upon beef as 
nearly raw as possible : they who do this, 
and practise with weights in their hands, 
are said to cultiihie the muscles. Upon 
the brutality of this amusement I have al- 
ready said something, nor is it needful to 
comment upon what is so apparent ; — but 
it is just' that I should now state what may 
truly be said in its defence. It is alleged, 
that in consequence of this custom,, no 
people decide their quarrels with so littfe 
injury to each other as the English. The 
Dutch slice each other with their snicker- 
snees; we know how deadly the knife is 
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employed in our country ; — the American 
twists the hair of his enemy rouiid his 
thumb, und scoops out an eye with his 
finger; — ^hut in England a boxing match 
settles all disputes among the lower classes^ 
and when it is over they shake hands, and 
arc friends. Another equally beneficial 
cflfect is the security afforded to the weaker 
by the laws of honour, which forbid all 
undue advantages ; the man who should 
aim a blow below the waist, who should 
kick his antagonist, strike him when he is 
down, or attempt to injure him after lie 
had yielded, would be sure to experience 
the resentment of the mob, who, on such 
occasions, always assemble to see what 
ihey call Ihir play, which they enforce as 
rigidly as the Knights of the Round Table 
did the laws of chivalry. 

The next persons to be noticed arethosie 
who seek notoriety by more respectable 
means; but, fijUowing wise pursuits fool- 
ishly, live in a sort of intellectual limbo 
between the worlds of Wisdom and Folly • 
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The faskionable agriculturltts are of i^i» 
class: men'wko assume, as the creed of 
their philosophical belief, a foolish saying 
ofsomenot very wise author^ ^^ Thai he 
tvho makes two blades of grass grow where 
only one grew before, is the greatest bent* 
factor to hisspecies.*^ Wkh these parsons,, 
.the noblest employment of buauin intellect 
is ijo improve the size of turnips and cab<* 
bages^ and for this they lay aside all other 
studies^ ^' When my firiends come to see 
.me in the summer,'^ said one of these gen- 
tlemen, ^^ I like to hear them comphrin 
that they have not been able to sleep ia 
their beds for heat, because then I know 
things are growing out of doors.*' Quic* 
quid amat valde amaty may tmly be said 
of the Englishmlui; his pursuit always 
becomes his passion; and, if great foUiss 
rare irfientimes committed in consequence 
, of this ardour> it must not be forgotten that 
^itfeids also to great actions, and to im*^ 
portant public benefits* 
Of this ^^»si the breeders are the moi^t 
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remarkable, and least usefal. Their olycct 
is to improve the cattle of the coimtry^ 
forwhich purpose they negotiate witk iht 
trtmost anxiety the amours of tteir cows 
find sheep. * Such objects, exclusively pin> 
sued, tend little to hmpfove either theiuy* 
tdkct or the manners,:-- these people mil 
apply to a^vourite pig» or a Henfordshiie 
bull, the sam« eiHthets of pmm and ex^ 
clamations of delight, ^hich a sciilptor 
"Would bestow upon the Venus deMttdid, * 
^r the Apollo Belvidere; This passioii i$ 
carried to an incredible degree of folly t tll& 
great object of ambition is to make the 
r'Aiiimal as fat as possible, by which meana 
it is disused and miserable while it Uvea, 
ftad of no use to any but the tdlow«cliaiidU 
kr when dead. At this very time there is 
"ft man in London belonging to a fat oxj 
*who has received jnore money for having^ 
fattened this ox than -Newton ol^ified fat 
all his discoveries, -or Shakspeare fof all ^ 
his works. Crowds go to see the mott«> 
stcT^ which is a shapeless mass of living < 
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ht. A picture has been painted both of 
man and beast, a print engraved- from it in 
order that the one may be immortalized as 
the fattessit ox that ever was seen, and the 
other, as the man that fed him to that 
«ize ;^aQd two thousand persons haye sub- 
scribed for this at a guinea each. A fitt pig 
has been set up against him, which, I know 
not why, does not seem to take. The pig 
is acknowledged to,be a pig of great merit, 
^but he is in a nianner neglected, and hu 
DQADi. conoiplains of the want of taste in th^ 
, public. . . » 

To end the lis^t of fashions, what think 
you of philpsQphy in fashion } You musA 
4uiow that though the wise men of old 
•could find out no royal road to the v^tb^ 
,vafAic$f in England they have been mwt 
ingenious, and have made many short cuts 
to philosophy for the accommodation of 
ladies* and gentlemen. The arts. an4 
^scftemces are now taught in lectures to fa* 
.fhionable audiences of both sexes ; an^ 
there is a Royal Institution for this pur*^ 
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pose, where some of the most scientific 
men in the kingdom are thus unworthily 
employed. I went there one morning with 
J. and his wiiFe, — whom you arc not to 
suspect of going for any other purpose 
than to see the place. Part of the men 
were taking snuff to keep their eyes op^, 
others more honestly asleep, while the la- 
*dies were all upon the watch, and some 
score' of them had their tablet and pencils^ 
husily noting d6wn what they heard, as 
topics for the next conversation party. 
** Oh !" said J. when became out, in atone 
tdiich made it half groan half interjection, 
** the days of tapestry hangings and 
iKTOrked chair-bottoms were better days than 
these !— I will go and buy for Harriet the 
Whole Duty of Woman, containing the 
complete Art of Cookery.'* 
' But even oxygen and hydrc^en.are not 
subjects sufficiently elevated for all. Mind 
and matter, free will and necessity, are 
tlso feshionable topics of conversaticrf ; 
and you sbaU hear theorigin of ideas ex- 
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plained^ the nature of volition elttcidated, 
and the extent of space and the duration 
<if time discussed over a tea-table with ad- 
mirable volubilitj. Nay, it is well if one 
of these orators does not triumphantly 
ihow you that there is nothing but misery 
in the world, prove that you must either 
limit the power of God or the goodness^ 
and then modestly leave you to determioa' 
whidi. Another eiect this of the genoi' 
nl passion for distinction : the easiest way 
of obtatoing access into literary society^ 
and getting that kind of notoriety, is^ by 
professing to be a metaphysician, because 
df such meta^ysics a man nmy get at 
mxkcb in half an hour as in his whol^ 
life. 

At piesent the English philosophers ftnd 
politicians, both male and female, Mxe in a 
state of great alarm. It has been diseo- 
tered that the world is oifier«peopl€d, aAd 
Aai it always must be so, fi'opi sla enror 
itfihe constitution of nature; that the latr 
wMdiiasra ^^ JsifiieBse nmi multiply," tvaa 
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I , 

given without sufficient consideration ; in 
shorty that He who made the world does 
not know how to manage it properly, and 
therefore there are serious thoughts of re-* 
questing the English Parliament to tfikf 
tht business out of his hands« 
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Westminster Abbey on Fire. — Frequenci/ 
of Fires in England. — Means devised 
for preventing and for extinguishing 
them; but not in use. 

I WAS fortunate enough this morning to 
witness a rery grand and extraordinary 
sight. As D. and I were walking towards 
the west end of the town, we met an ac- 
quaintance who told us that Westminster 
Abbey was on fire. We lost no time in 
going to the spot; the roof was just smok- 
ing sufficiently to show us that the intel- 
ligence was true, but that the building was 
no longer in danger. 

The crowd which had collected was by 
no means so great as we had expected.— 
Soldiers were placed at the doors to keep 
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•out idle intruders, and admit such onlj as 
might properly be admitted.Thesight when 
we entered was truly striking. Engines were 
playing in tk€church,and the long leathern 
pipes which conveyed the water stretched 
along the pavement. The roof at the joint 
of the cross, immediately over the choir, 
had fallen in, and the huge timbers lay 
Jblack and smoking, in heaps, upon the 
pewy which they had crushed. A pulpit, 
of fine workmanship, stood close by un- 
^hurt. Smaller fragments, and sparks #f 
lire were from time to time falling down ; 
and the water which was still spouted up 
in streams, fell in showers, and hissed 
upon the hot ruins below. We soon per- 
ceived that no real injury was done to the 
church, though considerable damage was 
inflicted upon the funds of the chapter.;— 
The part which ivas thus consumed had 
not been finished like the rest of the build* 
ing I instead of masonry, it had been fr9m 
some .paltry motives of pjirsimonj made of 
wood, ^mdlinedonthe inside with painted 

VOL. III. ^ 
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canvas, in a miserable style. AH this 
patchwork was now destroyed, as it de« 
served to be ; and the light coming in from 
above, slanted on the fretted roof, the 
arches and pillars, which stood unhurt 
and perfectly secure. 

The Westminster boys were working an 
engine in the cloisters with hearty good 
will. D,, who had been educated at West- 
minster himself, said they were glad at the 
fire; indeed, he confessed that he did nol 
himself look without satisfaction upon the 
ruins of the pew, where he Imd formerly 
been compelled to sit so many hours in the 
cold. 

■ The pavement in that part of the abbey 
which is called Poets' Corher sunk consi- 
derably in consequence of the water, the 
earth in the graves probably sinking when 
wet: so much so that the stones must be 
taken up and laid anew. What an oppor- 
tunity of examining the skulls of so many 
celebrated mea I If im>&ssor Blumenback 
were but an Englishman, or if the dean 
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and chapter vere physiolpgists, th^ rdi<^ 
would now be collected and preserved. 

One of the graves >vould exhibit curious 
contents, if any such curiosity should be 
indulged. An old countess, vho died not 
long since after a vety singular Uf^, gsiyjR 
orders in her .will that she ,sho^Id be,bur|!^ 
in Poets' Corner, as near as possible to 
Shakspeare's monument, dressied in hjfr 
wedding spit, and with ^ spe^kiiiig.truiii- 
pet in her coffin. These orders her execu* 
tors were oblig^ to perfprm to the letter. 
Accordingly, a grave wa3 solicited and 
granted for a due coni^ideratipn in this 
Jfoly ground ; the old lady was equipped 
in her bridal array, packed up for the jour- 
ney, and ready to set-off, when it was dis- 
covered that the speaking trumpet had been 
forgotten. Wh^t was to be done ? This 
was in a remote part of the country ; there 
was, not such a thing to be p)jr<?hased with- 
in, a dozen leagues, and the will was not 
to lie trifled wifli. Luckily sonaie person 
^cre present recollected that a gentlenyin 
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In the neighbourhood-had aspeaking«tram-> 
pet, -which had been left him by a seia- 
captain as a memorial of an old Mend, and 
^hich for that reason he particularly va- 
lued. A messenger was immediately dis- 
patched to borrow this ; of course he wals 
careful not to say for what it was wanted^ 
as soon as it was "brought, it was put by her 
iide in the coffin, the coffin was soldered 
down, oflF posted the funeral for London, 
'and if the rightful owner does not look 
after his trumpet now, he will have no 
other-opportunity till he hears the old lady 
flourish upon it at the resurrection, for 
which purpose, it is to T>e presumed,' she 
chose to "have it at hand. 

This mischief, which'migTit have' been 
in its consequOTces so dejplorable, was oc- 
casioned by the carelessness of some 
plumbers, who were at work upon the 
rwf. Old Si. Paul's was destroyed jiist 
in this way : it is surprising how many 
accidents of this kind have happened irom 
the same cause, and provoking to think^ 



Aat sogreatandvenerahle&wark^of piety, 
and human genius, and bumaa.power^ 
sljLOuId have been so near destruction hj 
the stupid negligence of a common la- 
bourer I They burn in the hand for acci- 
dental homicide in this country * ; a little 
application of hot iron* for accidental 
church-burning 'would be a punishment io 
kind for a neglect of duty, so dangerous, 
that it ought i^ot to be unpunished. When 
carelessness endangers the Jife or \ielfare 
of another, it ought to be regarded as a. 
crime* 

A fixe is the only ordinary spectacfe in^ 
tbisgieat metropolis which I have not seen ; 
for this cannot be called such, though in 
its effect £lj)er than any conflagration.— 
Fires are so frequently happening,, that I 
may consider ipyself as unfortunate. The . 
traveller ^Yho is at London without seeiog 
a fire, and at Naples without witnessing an. 
eruption of Yesuvius, is out of luck. 

"^ Dbo- Manuel oonfoundg homicide and^ iiiaB<- 
•Hnfibter. — Tr. 

oS 



The danger of fire is one to which the 
Londoners are more exposed than any peo- 
ple in the world, except, perhaps, the in- * 
habitants 6f Constantinople. Their earth- * 
coal must be considered al^ one main cause ' 
— pieces of this are frequently exploded * 
into the room. The carelessness of ser- 
vants is another ; fpr nothing bnt candles ' 
are used to give light for domestic put-* 
poses, hiA accidents haipp^ti from d cknitUt' 
which could not irora si hiriip. The ^ccu« ' 
mulation of furniture in an Eiiglish hddsS. 
is so much fuel in readiness ; all the floor ji 
ate boarded, all the bedsiteads are of wood, 
all the b^ds have ctirtaiiis. 1 have heard 
of a giehileman who set the tail of his skiH^ 
on fire as he Was sftepping into b6d, thi 
flanies bapctght the curtains, and th^ housb 
was consumed. Tou may easily suppose 
this advtoture obtained for him the iiaM^ 
pf The Goirtet. 

Mean^ have been devised for pt^t^t* 
ing fires, for ejctingui^hiug them, aiid tdt 
escaping from them« JDavid Hartlejr, son 
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ta a great English philosopher of the same 
name, proposed to line every room "with 
plates of metal, and lord Stanhope in- 
vfnted a kind of mortar for the same pur- 
pose. Both methods have Been tried mth 
complete success ; but they will never be 
adopted unless a law be piMssed to compel 
the adoption* For housesin London, and 
indeed in all large towns, are built for sale, 
and die builder will not incur the expcasis 
of making the&a fire proc^, becausej if thej 
aie burnt) he is not the person who is to be 
burnt in them. And if be who builds. Sag: 
himself in. the country, were disposed ta 
MwX himsdyf of these inventions, should. 
Ihe have h^rd of them« the difficulty ot 
iostmcting labourers in the use of any 
thing which they have not been used to^ 
is such, thMr rather than attempt it^ h« 
•idbmits to the same hazard as bis neigh* 
bours. 

You would Mippose, however, that there 
cmdd be im objection io the use of anj: 
o 4 
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means for extinguishing fires. Balls for 
this purpose were invented by Mr. Godfrey, 
son io the inventor of a famous quack- 
medicine ; but the son V fire-balls did not 
succeed so well as^ the father's cordial. — 
Succeed, indeed, they did in effecting- 
what was intended ; for, when one . of 
them was thrown into a room which 
had been fllled with combustibles and set 
on fire for the purpose of experiment » it 
exploded, and instantly quenched it. 
- But there was an objection to the use ot 
these balls which Mr. Godfrey had Hot * 
f6reseen. . It is a trade in England to put 
out fires, and the English have a proverb»- 
that ^* All trades must live ;'* which is sa. 
thoroughly admitted by all ranks and 
degrees, that if the elixir of life were- 
actually to be discovered, the furnishers 
of funerals would present a petition to 
parliament, praying that it might be pro--- 
hibited, in consideration of the injury 
they must otherwise sustain ; tnd in all 
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probability, parliament would permit their 
plea. The continuance of the slave trade, 
in consideration of the injury which the 
dealers^ ia human flesh would sustain by 
its abolishment, would be a precedent. The" 
firemen made a conspiracy against God- 
frey ; and when he or any of his friends at- 
tended at a fire, and mounted a ladder to 
throw the balls in, the ladder was always 
thrown down ; so that, as the life of every 
person who attempted to use them was thus 
endangered, the thing was given up. 

The machine for escaping is a sort of 
iron basket, or chair, fixed in a groove en 
the outside of the house. I have never 
seen one at any other place than at the in^ 
ventor's warehouse* The poet, Gray, 
was notoriously fearful of fire, and kept 
a ladder of ropes in his bed-room. Some 
mischievous young men at Cambridge 
knew this, and roused him from below, 
in the middle of a dark night, with the 
cry of Fire I The staircase, they said,.. 
0.5 
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was in flames. Up went his.winddw, 
and down be came by his rope-ladder, 
as fast as he could go, into a tub of 
water which the^ had placed to receivi^ 
hliti. 
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Remarks on the English Ltmguagfi. 

flB w|io TentteeB to erifidi^e a fomgn 
language should tmr in miad that he b 
ia danger of .exposing his own igaoranee^ 
^^ What a vile famgaage is yonrs !" ^aid a 
Fieachman to an EngliafaniaQ;-^^^ jou 
hare tiie same woord iinr tiiree difeenft 
things ! Thene is ship, tot vaisseau; ship 
(sheep) mouton; and ship (cheap) ban 
ffMirc/i^/'-^Nowthese thTeei¥or(ls, sohap* 
pily instanced by Monsieur^are pFonoiVM)Qd 
as differentlj as they ^re spelt. As Tsee 
his folly, it will be less excnsaUe shonld I 
oommk the same myself. 

The English is rather h hissing Aan a 
haiah language, and perhaps ^is was the 
06" / 
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eharacteiistic to wUeh Charles Y. alludecT^. 
-when be said it was fit to speak to birds 
in. It has no gutturals like ours, no 
nasal twang like the Portugueze and 
French ; but the perpetual sibilance is very 
grating. If the. Rabbis have not discover- 
ed in what language the Serpent tempted 
Eve, they need not look beyond the Eag- 
lish ; it has the true mark of his enunci- 
atibn. I thisk this characteristic of the 
language may be accounted for by the cha« 
raetrarofthe nation. They are an active 
busy people, who like to get through what 
ihty are about witli the least possible de-» 
lay, and if two syllables can be shortened 
iiita one it is so much time saveid. What 
we do with Vmd. they have done with, half 
the words in. their language. They have 
sqtieaaEed the vowel out of their genitives 
nA plurals, and compressed dissyllablea 
ipiSk monoisyllabl^s. The French do the 
same kind of thing.ifi a worse way ; they> 
in speaking leave half of every word he- 
kind, them in a hurry ; the English pack. 
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up theirs close and hasten on with, the 
whole.. 

It is a concise language^ though the 
grievous want of inflections necessitates a 
perpetual use of auxiliaries. It would be 
difficult to fill eight lines of English^ ad- 
hering closely to the sense, with thetransr. 
lation of an octave stanza. Their. words, 
areshorter ; and though inmaay cases they, 
must use two and sometimes three, where 
we need but one, still if the same meaning, 
iiequires more words, it -is contained. in 
fewer syllables, and costs less breath. 
Weight for weight, a pound of ganoan^os.* 
nvill lie in half the compass of a pound of 
chesnuts.. 

. Frenchmen alwayjs pronounce English, 
ill ; Germaos, better ; it is easier for a 
Si^aniard than for either. The th^ or. 
theta, is their shibboleth ; our z has so 
nearly the same sound that we find, little 
or.no difficulty in acquiring it. In fact, 

* A fpeoiet of tefiio used as food. — Ta. 
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the ptottunciation woiM not be difficult 
if it were not capricious ; but the excep- 
tions to any general rule are so numerous,, 
that years and years of practice are hardly 
sufficient to acquire them. Neither is the 
]^tonunciation of the same word aHke at 
all times, for it sometimes becomes the 
fkshion to change the accent. The the* 
aire gives the law in these cases. What 
can hate been the cause of this preposte* 
rous and troublesome irregularity is beyond 
my knowledge. They acknowledge the 
defect, and many schemes have been devis- 
ed by speculative writers for improving the 
orthography, and ass(itnilating it to the 
oral tongue : but they have all so dtsfigurenl 
the appearance of the language, and so 
destroyed all Tisible traces of etymology^ 
that they have only excited ridicule, aad 
have deserved nothing better. 

It is difficult to acquire,' yet far kss so 
than the German and its nearer dialects ; 
the syntax is less involved, and the propor* 
tion of Latin words fat gitat^. Dr. John- 
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son^ llirir Idi:ico^pher, and the mort 
fiUbous of all their iaite wnten^ introduced 
agreat number of sesquipedaliaxi Latinisms) 
lilLe our Latinists of tbe iseventeenlli cen-^ 
tury. Tbe ladies compkm of this, and 
certainly it was done in a &lse taste^ — ^but 
it facilitates a fbrei^her 's progiiesB. I find 
Johnson for thi% very reason the easiest 
E%li^ aniiior ; his lok^ words arealwaya 
good stepping stones, on t^hich i get suie 
footing. 

If tile size of his dictionary, which is 
the best and larger, may be regarded aa 
a criterion, thelanguage lis not copious. 
We tm^ Mi however forget that diction- 
Kriei&^rofess to give only the written Iaii« 
guage^ and that hundreds and «tibiousand8 
^ vf(kd»y either preserved by the peasan- 
try in remote districts, or created by the 
daily wants and improvements of sodely, 
by ignorance or ingenuity^ by whim or by 
wit, never find their way into books^ 
though they become sterling currency. 
BtM that it is hot copious may be proved 
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by a few. general remarks. The yerb aiid^ 
substantive are often the same; they have 
few duninutives and no augmentatives ; 
and their derivatiyes are few. You know 
how many we have from agua; the English 
haye only one from water ^ whichr is the- 
adjective watery ; and to express the mean**- 
ing of ours, theyeitheruse the simple verb 
ki' different senses, or form some composite, 
in the clumsy Dutch, way ofsticking two- 
words together: agua^ water; agt^aasa^. 
water; a^uar^ to water ; hazer aguadayto 
water; ogtioi^ci^ a water-man^ aguadu^ 
choyH. water*pipe ; aguadoy a water-drink- 
er, &c. &c. And yet^ notwithstanding 
these deficiencies^ they tell me it is truly a. 
rich language. Corinthian brass would 
not be an unapt emblem for it, — ^materials, 
base and precious melted doifminto a com-> 
pound still precious, though debased. 
\ They have one name for an. animal ia 
EnglUh,.. and another for its flesh;— for 
instance, cow*flesh is called beef; that of 
the sbeep> mutton -, that of the pig; pork,. 
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The first is of Saxon^ the latter of French 
origin ; and this seems to prove that meat' 
can not have been the food of the poor in 
former times.' The cookery books fetaint 
a technical language from the days whea 
carving was a science^ and instruct the 
reader to cut up a turitey, to rear a goosey, 
to wing a partridge, to f Aig/i a woodcotSc^ 
to ufihrace a duck^ to unlace a* rabbity to^ 
allay a pheasant^, to display a crane, io^ 
dismember a hern, and ta Hfi a-swanT : 
I Theirearlynvriters are intelligible tonoM 
fatttthe learned^ whereas a.chttd cftn uadef'^^ 
stand the language of the Partidto, thougbr 
a century anterior to the oldest E^glieii 
work. This late improvement ip easily; 
explained by their history : they were « 
conquered people: the languages of the-, 
lord and the. subject were different i and it 
was some ages before that of the people 
was introduced at court, and into the law 
proceedings, and that not till it had be< 
cpme so amalgamated with the Normaa 
French,, as in fact to.be np longer Sq^q^^: 
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We, oti the cantraf j, though we los* the 
greater part ef our country, never lost our 
liberty— nor our mother tmtgue. What 
Arabic we have we took fVom . our slaves^ 
not oar masters. 

^ can discover, but not discriminate, pro- 
vincial iatonotioTiiff, and sometimes provin* 
cinl accentttaition, but the pioculiar words^ 
orpbiflsetf^ or modey of speech which chi^ 
nMeii^ && different parts of the country, 
a foiS^pMr catiBOt perceiye. The mdj 
ir^ttm dlttlact ii the Scotch. It difirs 
fitf HiCM 6om English than Portugkeae 
ftftm Cas^aiaB) nearly asr much as the €&• . 
tAkKyt^ugh the' articles and auxiliary arse, 
thesftftitf. V^y many words are radically 
dtfltei^ttt, still more so di&Mitly pronoum> 
ed as id tetathi Ao distinguishable similar* 
ity ; and as this diflbreuce is Hot system- 
aatic, it is the Utord difficult to acquire^ No 
En^lii^hilian reads Scotch with fluency, un- 
less he has long resided in the country-^I . 
havo looked into the poems of Burns, 
Vfhkb are rery &moii6, and found them. 
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aimost wholly uninteHigiblie ; a new dio 
tionary and new gramniAT were wanted, 
and on inquiring for stfch I f6und that 
none were in existence. 

The £ingiisfh had no good prose wrifent 
till the commencemeii{ of the last century,* 
indeed with a very few exceptions till Hbe 
present reign ; but no book now can me X 
with any success unless it be written in a 
good style. Their rKymed poetry is less 
sonorous, less euphonous, less varied, than 
ours ; their blank verse, on the other hand, 
infinitely more rhythmical than the verso 
suelto. But their language is incapable 
of any thing between the two ; they have 
no asonantesy nor would the English ear 
be delicate enough to feel them. In print- 
ing poetry they always begin the line with 
B capital letter, whether the sentence re- 
quires it or not : this, which is the custom 
with all nations except our own, though at 
the expense of all propriety, certainly 
gives a sort of architectural unifoiWity to 
4he page. No mark of interrogation or ad« 
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ration is ever prefixed; this thej might 
ad vaatageously borrow firom us . A remark* 
able peculiarity is^ that they always write 
the personal pronoun I with acapital letter. 
May we not consider this Great I as an 
imintended proof how much an English*- . 
man thinks of his owa conaequence I 
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Departure from London. — West Kennet* 
•^Useofthe Words Horse and Dog. — 
jP(Uh. — Ralph Allen. — The Parades. 

JSeau Nash.-^Turnspits. . ' 

' ■ ■ - * 
Sept. 1(?. 

X HE last day of my abode in London was 

the most painful of my life. To part.from 

tlear friends, even for a transitory absence, 

is . among the evils of life ; but to leave 

ihera with a certainty of never meeting 

Bgainy -was a grief which I had ncvCT till 

now endured. Sixteen months had I been 

domei^tk^ted with J., as if I had becba 

" 'brother of f he family . Whten the chiidxoi, 

' as they went to bed last njght, came to kiss 

-me for the last time, I wished: I had never 

seen them, and all night I remained wake- 
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ful— -not in that state of feverish startlish* 
ness which the expectation of an early call 
occasions, but in melancholy thoughts and 
unavailing regret, which all the recollec- 
tions of my own country, and my father's 
house, could not dissipate. Never shall I 
remember my friends in England without 
.^^titude aad love. 

The oofiph was to start -at five* I was 
ready at four, expecting the -porter from 
the inn. To my surprise, rather than sa* 
tis&otiiHi, Mrs. J. and her husband had 
jrisQQ, and^preparedchocoljiteforme. The 
pEQpfurations for a departure are always 
mpiiniful; Qvcan a^iinals know and dislike 
them: th^dog is uneasy when he sees you 
packing up, ,afid ^e cat w^[iders disturb 
edly ffom.ropm to room, a^^are ^hat some 
change is preparing, and dreading fill 
dhaoge. The smell of cords an4 matiii}g 
;liocome» aasQisiftfad with pnsettl^ i%nd ;^* 
easy ifiNiling? ;.— yourfseby can41e4ig)it; — 
c^ery thiiig;i8,ium8iial, unnatujcal, enoiigh 
to4epi»8s.even jpjful li^pe-Tiugbd^iiiy 4e* 
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parture was for ever. Mrs. J. said, she 
trusted we should meet again in a better 
world, if not in this : — ^^ Heretic as I am,'* 
said she, striving to force a smile through 
her tears, " I am sure you will join in the 
hope." Excellent woman— it cannot be 
heresy to believe it. 

For the first time I was now to travej 
alone in this country : at Bristol, however, 
p. was to meet me, and this was a conso^ 
lation, and a pleasure in store. We 
breakfasted at Maidenhead, and then en- 
tered upon a road which was new to me, 
through alevelcoimtry^ with easy hills on 
either side in the distance, full of villages 
and villas: this was its character for fif- 
teen leagues . We passed through Reading, 
a town of consequence in old times, and 
still flourishing. Speenhamland was the 
next stage, a street connected with the town 
of Newbury. 

On ah eminence to the right of the town 
stand the remains of Donnington castle, 
built by Geoffirey Chaucer, the father of 
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English poetry, who was contemporary 
with ^ing Don Juan L We passed through 
Hungerford, and through Marlborough 
forest, the only one which I have seen in 
England; then came to the town of the 
same name, an old place, in which many 
of the houses are faced with tiles i^ the 
shape of fish scales. At the end of the 
town is one of the largest inns in the kin^- 
. dom^ the house having formerly been a 
duke's palace, with an artificial mound of 
remarkable size in the garden. 

There is something as peculiar as it is 
pleasing in the character of this country : 
the villages, with their churches, are all 
seated in the bottom, which is intersected 
by numberless little streams, in every re- 
spect* unlike the mountain rivers of the 
Borth^ but still beautiful ; they flow slowly 
over weedy beds, sometimes throujgh banks 
of oziers, sometimes through ^reen fields. 
Beyond, and on both hands, lie the Downs, 
and patches of brown stubble show the ad- 
vance of cultivatictfh up itheit sides; f^r, 
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mh&evet thrae are neitlier hedges nor trces^ 
it is a obtain mark that the land has not 
lon^'been cuUuTed. The soil is chalk j. 
The stage stopped atalittle^^clean, low ale* 
Itouse, and the coachman opened the door 
and asked if we wonid please to alight, 
** By all means,"** said -one of my fellow- 
trayellers ; and then, addressing himself to 
me, he said, *^ If you have ever travelled 
this road before, sir, yon will alight of 
course ; and if you have not, you must 
not pass hy without tasting the best beer 
in England/' When I had done so,. I 
&rrly confessed to him that if I had left 
England without tasting it, I should not 
have known what beer was. The good 
woman was so wdl pleased with this praise 
from a foreigner, that she invited me ie 
walk into the cellar, and, in a room on the 
eame floor with the kitchen into which we 
were introduced, (there being no other 
apartment for us,) sbe showed me fifty 
barrels of beerj that quantity bdng always 
kept fuU« I wrote down the name qf tbe 
voii. III. r 
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Tillage, which is West Kennet, in my ta- 
blets, that I might mention it with du^ 
honour ; and also^ that if ever I should gra« 
duate ill art magic ia the caves of Sala* 
manca, I might gire the imp in atti^ndanoft 
a right direction where to go fill my glass 
every day at dinner. 

Near this village, and close by the road 
tide, is the largest tumulus in the island* 
As we crossed the Downs, we saw on our 
left the figure of a huge white horse cut in 
the side of the chalk hill, so large, and in 
such a situation, that in a clear day it is 
visible above four leagues off. There are 
other such in different parts of the country^ 
and all are regularly weeded on a holiday 
appointed in each parish fi>r the purpose. 
It is perhaps ardic of Saxon superstition* 
I may here notice a remarkable use which 
the English make of the word horse. They 
employ it in combination to signify any 
thing large and coarse, as in horse-beans^ 
horse-chesouty hon&>radish ;«-"Sometime8 
it is prefixed to« man^s name as an q^iithei 
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of ridicule: they say also horse-ant^ a!iid 
jborse-Ieecli : and, by a still stronger com- 
pound^ I hay0 heard a woman of mascu« 
line appearancecalled a horse godmother*. 
Oo^ is used still more strangely in almost 
every possible sense : the wild rose is call- 
ed dog-rose ; the scentless violet, dog-rio^ 
let. , JoUy dog is the highest conviyial 
encomium which a man can receive from 
his companions ; honest dog is when he 
raperadds some good qualities to convivi- 
siity ; sad dog is when he is a reprobate : 
dog is the word of endearment which an 
Englishman uses to his child, and it is 
what he calls his servant when heis angry : 
puppy is the term of contempt for a cox- 
eondb.; and bitch the worst appellation 
which can be applied to the worst of wo- 

• CuvaUO'^omadre, Tht ooeflniiig of Hie wprdt 
caanot be mistakeo, bat the expression U not known . 
to the translator : neither does he know that men 
are called horsei in England as well as asses, milessy 
indeed, that a maD with n long face if said to be iikt 

t9 
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mea. Aflattercr is called a spftniei, a ruf- 
fian is called ti buU^dog, an ill-looking fel- 
low an ugly hound ; whelp, cur, and 
mongrel, are terms of contemptuous to- 
proach to a young man ; and if a young 
woman's nose turns upward, she is certain* 
ly called pug. 

Having passed through the towns of 
Calne and Chippenham, the light foiled 
us, and thus deprived me of the sight, as I 
was told, of a beautifol country. About 
nine we entered BaJth. My Mlow-trayel- 
leirs all lefl me, and I was landed at a good 
inn, for the first time without a compa-* 
nion, aB(^ never more in need of one. I 
have been writing \with a heavy heart, lest 
my heart should be heavier, were I unem* 
ployed^ Wherever we go we leave some* 
thing behind us io regret, and these causes 
of sorrow are continually arising. Even 
the best blessings of life are alloyed by 
some feeling of separation : the bride 
leaves her father's house, when she goe* 
to her husband'3 ; and the anxieties pf iA« 
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ftncy are hardly overpast^ ^henthe cfiild 
^oes from bis mother to commence his' ca- 
reer of labour and of pain. It is assuredly 
delightful to have travelled, but not to 
travel : — Oh, no ! Fatigue, and the sense 
of restlessness, are not all that is to be en- 
dured ; — ^the feeling'thatyott are a stranger 
cand alone comes upon you in a gloomy 
day, when the spirits fall with the baro- 
meter, or when they are exhausted at evert- 
ing or at night/ We paint angels with 
wings, and fancy that it will be pirt of 
our privileges in heaven to move from 
place to- place with accelerated speed. * It 
would be more reasonable to- suppose that 
Satan keeps stage-coaches^ and has packets 
upon the Styx; ih^t locomotion ceases 
when we becomeperfect, and beatified man 
either strikes root like a zoophyte, or is- 

identified with his house like a tortoise. 

« 4fc « « « « 
» 

• SepM7. BatM.. 

If other cities are interesting, as being 
f3 
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t)Id, Bath is not less so for being new. R 
has no aqueduct, no palaces^ no gatcs> 
castle, or mty walls, yet it is the finest and 
most striking town that I have ever seea. 

According to the fabulous Histoiy of 
.England, the virtues of the hot springs 
here were discovered long before the 
Christian aera, by Bladud, aBritish prince^ 
.who having been driven from his fath^> 
house because he was leprous, was re« 
duced like the Prodigal Son to keep swine. 
His pigs, saysthestory, had the same dis- 
ease as himself: in their wanderings they 
came to this valley, and rolled in the warm 
mud where these waters stagnated; — ih^y 
were healed by them. Bladud, perceiving 
iheic cure, tried the same remedy with the 
same success, and when he became king h% 
built a city upon the s]K)t. It is certain 
that the Romans were acquainted with 
these springs, and had a station here; and it 
must have been a place of some consequence 
some centilries ago when the cathedral 
was built, yet not of much, or the dioces# 
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would not^ at the time of the schism, have 
been united under one bishop with that of 
Wells. Within the memory of old per^ 
sons, Bath consisted of a few narrow streets 
in the bottom :-^inyalids came at that time 
for the benefit of its waters ; and wherever 
there are such places of resort, many, who 
iiave no real complaints, will either fimcy 
or feign them, for the sake of going there 
io meet company. As the wealth of the 
country increased, and habits of dissipa* 
iion with it, these visitors became more nu« 
inerous, and accomauodations were wanting 
for them. - 

Close to the town^ between the springs 
and the river, was a morass. The ground 
belonged to Ralph Allen, the Allworthy in 
Tom Jones, one of the few English works 
which we have naturalized in our lan- 
guage. This excellent man was of low 
parentage, and had in his youth been em- 
ployed in carrying letters from a post town 
across the country, for there was at that 
time no regular communication from one 
p 4 
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town to another, except along the direct 
road to London, During" these solitary 
journeys tite thought occurred to him that 
it would be far better that such a commu- 
Tiication should be regularly established 
by the state, than that it should be left to 
poor individuals like himself, who were 
neither always to be found, nor always to 
be trusted : accordingly, he shaped a plaa 
for this purpose ;: governraent adopted it ; 
and, in consequence, his fortune was made, 
lie fixed his residence on a hill about half 
an hour's walk from Bath, and, carrying 
with him into retirement the same actiyie 
mind which had been the means of his ad« 
vancement front obscurity,, willingly listen»t 
ed to any plan which could be devised for 
the improvement of the city. There was 
then in the city an architect of real genius, 
by name Wood ; and upon this morass of 
Mr. Allen's he erected two rows of houses, 
one fronting the north, the other the 
south ; connected them by two transverse 
streets, of which the houses, were built 
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' upon the same plan ; and left' in front a 
magnificent paved terrace, about thirty 
paces in breadth, raised upon arches, arid 
open to the country. The houses were de- 
signed for lodgers ; they are large and lof- 
ty, and are certainly the finest range of 
private buildings in the whole- kingdom, 
aJid, perhaps, in flie whole world. 

About the same time a townsman, who 
hftd amassed some fortune in trade, built 
a^ tbeatre just of tliat si^ ia which the 
voice tould be heard' in all parts of the 
house without being strained, . and the 
movements of the countenance seen without 

/being distorted. While the town was thus 
improved by the enterprising liberality of 
its inhabitants^ it derived no less advan- 
tage from the humour of one of those mai 

.who are oont^nted to exhibit strong sense, 
in playing the fool well all the ^ays of their 
lives. > By this time more persons- visited 
Bath. in search of pleasure than of health, 
and these persions, among other amuse* 
ments, had their public dances.—* Now,^ 
f5. 
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though English menhaTe proved that thcgr 
can go on peaceaUy, orderly^ and wdll 
. under a free government j it was found ut* 
terly impossible to keep English ^omen 
in order by any thing short of an absolute 
inonarehy. Pieoedency, in these puUic 
ineetings> vas furiously contested, — be* 
cause, in most instaoce^^ there was no cri* 
terion of rank whereby it could be decid- 
ed; and points which are most doubtful, 
and> it may be added, most insignificant^ 
-are oftentimes the most warmly disputed : 
a perpetual Dictator for the reahn of 
Fashion was necessary, and this person 
was the second who held the office. Nash 
was his name, and his fitness for the office 
is attested by the title of Beau, which is 
always prefixed to it ; — Charlemagne, the 
Venwable Bede, and Beau Nash, being 
the only three persons whose names aie 
always accompanied with the epithets 
which characterize them» 

Beau Nash was as great as Charfemiigne 
in his way, and in this respeci greater. 
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that the system which he established be* 
came permanent^ and he transmitted w 
empire to his suGcessor» which has become 
yearly more and more extensive. He made 
laws to r^ulate when the company should 
assemble and when they should separate ; 
arranged the tactics of the dance; enacted 
the dress in which ladies should ai^pear; 
and^ if they ventured to disobey and come 
in without the wedding gatmeent, made no 
scruple, whatever might be their rank, of 
turning them out. His strong sense and 
sarcastic humour kept them in awe. Such 
a man would in old times have been select- 
ed for the king's fool; he secans to have 
consid«:ed himself asstanding in some such 
capacity to the Bath visitois, and made use 
<rf'thepririlege which the character allowed 
him. The follies of mankind were his food* 
He gamUed, and his profits were such as 
eaaUed him to live expensively, andleep 
aA equipape and a large retinue. This life 
termimried in its natural and righteous 
way. He became old and helpless^ lived 
p6 
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to stand in irecJ of that charity which Be 
had never withheld from the needy, but 
which none extended to him, and AieA 
poor, nieglected and miserable; the inha- 
bitants of Bath rewarding his genius aft^ 
the usual manner in which genius of a 
higher character is rewarded, by erecting 
a statue to the honour of the man whom 
they had suflFered almost to st^rv^. 

Once, after his death, his loss was exem- 
plified in a very remarkable manner. Two 
ladies of quality quarrelled in the ball- 
room. The rest of the company took part, 
some on one side, some on the other ; Beau 
Nash was gone, and they stood in nor awe 
of his successor : they became outrageous, 
a real battle-royal took place, and the 
floor was strewn with caps, lappets, curls 
,and cushions/ diamond pins and pearls. 

Since the Parades were built every addi- 
tion ^to the town has been made upon sy- 
stem, and with a view to its beauty: heuiCf 
ii; presents the singular spectacle of a city: 
of which the parts are uniforml'yet the; 
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whole irregular; — a few old streets still 
lemaining to make the others more remark- 
able by contrast. The adjoining hills sup- 
ply a soft freestone, which is easily worked, 
and becomes harder when exposed to the 
air : its colour is very beautiful when fresh, 
but it is soon blackened by the soot from 
the earth-coal fires, which is indeed ex- 
ceedingly annoying in all the large towns. 
Still, blackened stones produce a far better 
effect than- blackened bricks^ There is a. 
Square of which the sides resemble so 
many palaces ; ascend a handsome street 
from this, and you come into a Circus of 
like beauty, and near this is a Crescent 
built with equal, or even more magni- 
ficence, and overlooking the- country. 
There are three of these crescents on the 
hills; one of them remains unfinished, 
^cause the ground in front has not been 
well secured, but in situation it is the 
finest of the three. A fourth in the vat- 
ley remains one of the melancholy new 
xuiOB, which the 'projectors were unabk 
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to complete^ and so were ruined themselvesj 
a sudden check having been given to all 
such speculations when the last war broke 
out. It is plain that Bath has out- 
grown its beauty. Long suburbs extend 
now on ererj side of the citj, and the 
meads on the opposite side of the riyer, 
which, when the Parades were built, 
justified the motto upon one of the houses, 
JRus in Urbey are now covered with ao* 
other town. It must have been in its 
perfisction when there was nothing be- 
yond the new bridge nor above the old 
Crescent* 

I passed the whole morning in peram- 
bulating the town, seeing it in all its parts. 
The cathedral is small but beautiful; it has 
auflfered much from the fanatics. The 
pumpf4:oom is a handsome building, and 
bears above the entrance the words of Pin- 
dar, Afkorov (A$v v^Mpy here used in a sense 
concerning wiiich there can be no dispute. 
I found my way into the market, which 
&>x its excelleiri; ord^ and abundance suv* 
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passes anj thing in London, and is atf 
surprising a sight a» any in the place. 
There being in some places no carriage 
road, and in others so wide a pavement 
that in -wet weather there ifoukl be no 
getting at the carriage, sedan chairs are 
used instead. They are very numerous, 
and with flie chairmen, who all wear large 
coats of dark blue, form another distin* 
gttishing peculiarity of this remarkable 
town. Thei^ are two public ball-rooms, 
and two masters of the ceremotiies. Beau 
Nash's empirehayingbcendivided,because 
it was grown too large for the superintend- 
ance of any individual : these rooms are 
handsome, and lighted with splendid chan* 
deliers of cut glass, but they want that light 
ornamental festive character which southern 
taste wEOuld have given them. Some sobar 
'Englishmen in the anti«chambers were si-^ 
lehtly busied at whist, though it was noon 
day,«--8ome of them, it seems, make it tte 
«tady of thdr lives, and others their trade* 
Kt is a fine place for gamblers, and for ths^ 
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ispecies of men called fortane-hanters,^a* 
race of swindlers of the worst kind, who 
^are happily unknown in Spain. They 
make it their business to get a wife of for- 
tune, having none themselres : age, ngli- 
' ness, and even idiocy, being no objections. 
They usually come from Ireland,, and be- 
have as ill to the women whom they have 
.trepanned, after marriage, as the women 
deserve for trusting tlitem. It is also the 
Canaan of Physicians ; for it abounds with 
wealthy patients, many q£ whom.will have 
any disease which the doctor will be 
pleased to find out for them : but ev^ 
-Canaan, may be overstocked, and, it seems, 
more of Death's advanoed guard have 
assembled here than can find milk and 
honey. 

The enormous joints of meat whieh 
. come to an English table ar^ always roasted 
upon a spit as long as the old tVvo-handeS 
sw6rd ♦ ; these spits are now turned bj^'a 
wheel in. the chimney which the smoke. 
•• Eeto^ae. 



sets in motion, but formerly by the labour 
of a dog who was tmined to run in a wheel. 
There was a peculiar breed for the purpose, 
called turnspits from their occupation, 
long-backed and short-legged ; thej are 
BOW nearly extinct. The mode of teach- 
ing them their busings ^as more summary 
•than humane i the dog was put in the 
wheel, and a burning coal with him ; be 
could not jstop without burning his legs^ 
and so was kept upon the full gallop. 
These dogs were by no means fond of their 
.profession ; it was indeed hard work to run 
in a wheel for two or three hours, turning 
a piece of meat which was twice, their own 
weight. Some years ago a party of young 
men at Bath hired the chairmen on a Ss^ 
turday night to steal all the turnspits in 
«town, and lock them up till the following 
evening. Accordingly on Sunday, when 
every body has roast meat for dinner, all 
the cooks were to be seen in the streets,— 
f^ Pray have you seen our Chloe ?" says 
one. " Why," replies the other, '^ I was 
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coming to ask you if you had seeii crur 
Pompey :" up came a third, \¥hile they 
were talking, to inquire for her Toby,— 
and there %vas no roast meat in Bath that 
day. 

It is told of these dogs in this city, that 
one Sunday, when they had as usual foU 
lowed their mistresses to churcb, the les- 
son for the day happened to be that chap- 
ter in Ezekiel, wherein the self-moving 
chariots a«e described. When first the 
^ord wheel was pronounced, all the curr 
pricked up their efHrs in alarm ; at the 
•second whed th^ set ^ a doleful howl ; 
and when the dreaded word was uttered a 
third time, every one of them scampeied 
•out of church as fast as he could, with bis 
2taU between his legs. 
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Road from Bath to Bristol. — CornuAm^ 
monis* — Bristol. — ^Exchange. — Mar^ 
ket. — Cathedral. — Th^ Brazen Eagle, 
r^Clifton.-- Bristol' Wells. ^Anecdote 
of Kosciusko. 

T ROM Bath to Bristol is tlnree leagues ; 
tiie road crosses the river Avon by «n old 
bridge, and continues for someyfay along 
its banks^ or at little distance from them. 
Half a league from Bath is the honie 
ivherein Fielding is said to have inittea 
Tom Jones ; it stands by the way side, in a 
village called Twyvcrton, and I did not 
look at it without re&pect. We had a fine 
view of the river winding und^ ahill whidi 
is covered with old trees, and has a mansion 
on.its brow, opposite to which, on our 
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side the water, was tbe largest and finest 
meadow I have seen in England, in which 
an immense herd was feeding, as in a sa- 
yannah. A little dirty town, called Keyn- 
sham, stands about half way. 1 notiped 
the Cornu-Ammonis birilt up in the walls 
of many of the houses, or, if it happened 
to be a fine specimen, placed over the 
door-way, as an ornament. This,. I find,, 
has given rise to a fabulous legend, whiclt 
says that St. Keyna, from whom the place 
takes its name, resided here in a solitary 
wood full of venomous serpents, and her 
prayers converted them into these stones, 
which still retain their shape. Beyond 
this there is-a fantastic building, more like 
a castle than any thing else : I could nei- 
ther guess for what it was intended, nor of 
what it was built. It proved to be the 
stables belonging to a great house on t^ 
opposite side of the road, from which there 
is a subterranean passage, and the mate- 
rials were the scoria from some neigh- 
bouring iron-W/Cwrks, with which I soon. 
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perceived that the walls by the road Bide 
werecapt: forthis it is excellently adapted, 
as nothing will vegetate upon it, and it is' 
nndecomposable by the weather. Here 
We once more approached the river, which, 
was now a dirty stream, flowing through 
wide banks of mud. Bristol was presently 
in sight,— a huge city in the bottom, and 
extending up all the adjoining hills, with 
many steeples, one of which inclines so 
much from the perpendicular, that I should 
be sorry to live within reach of its fall,— • 
and the black towers of many glass-houses 
rolling up black smoke. We entered 
through a ^ate of modern and mean archi- 
tecture into a street which displayed as 
.much filth, and as much poverty, as I 
have seen in any English town. Here, for 
the first time, I saw something like a public 
fountain, with a painted statue of Neptune 
above it, which is as little creditable to the 
decency of the magistrates as to the state 
of arts in the city. The entrance' into 
Bristol is, however, the worst part of iW 
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We crossed the bridge, if h^e them is m 
&ie opeoii^, and Ml in view a modem 
church and spire, so beautifully propmr* 
tioned, and therefore $o fine, that you dd 
Bot at first perceive tt^at the whole buikUi^ 
is perfectly plain and uncNrnamented. 

D. was awaiting my arrival. He had se* 
cured our places for Exeter in to*morrow'9 
coach, and I lost no time in seeing what 
be, as being acquainted with the place, 
thought most worthy to be seen. The 
* exchange, a fine edifice, about half a cen-^ 
tury old, was opposite to the inn door at 
which thestage had stopped : its inclosed 
square is exceedingly beautiful, more so 
than any thing of Uie kind which I have 
■een elsewhere : — ^yet, it seems, the citizens, 
choose to assemble in the street, in front, . 
where some friend to the city, in old times, 
erected four brazen tables, on which hia 
town's«folk might count out tiieir money 
in ihAi public dealings. On one of these 
a man was selling newspapers, on another 
a cage of goldfipches was exposed ta sale^ 



Behind tlie exchange is the market^ whkk 
i« even finer than that of Bath. It cm* 
tains three market-houses, to which cheese^ 
batter, pork, poultry, &g* are thought by 
Uromen from the couatiy * . The shambks 
stand in anothar part; and another is ap* 
propriatedfor y^etables, secured from the 
^veather by a range of slated sheds. I ne* 
Ver saw, even at a fair, a busier or more 
crowded sc«ie, and every thing was going 
cm with that order and dispatch which 
characterize this extraordinary nation. 

We crossed a wooden draw-bridge ove? 
the bed of a river, where the ships were 
lying on a bed of mud, and the water was 
not wider than a common street gutter : it 
^sras full of small craft; the view on one 
side extended down the river into the.€Oun* 
tsy: there was the bustle of businessalong 
^le quays and in the streets; one church 
tower of singular beauty was in sight, and 
fhe. whole scene was fine and remember^ 
'ad[>le.' Thecatiiedral stands hi a place with 
old trees in front; iiisapoorbuildiBg^^* 
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excepting Chester, the kast inteteaitiiig m 
^^Dgland. . The entraiice is disfigured by a 
door«way in the very worst style of moderA 
architecture. A fine cro^^ which formerly 
stoed iii the square, has been sold by the 
corporation to a gentlemaii, who has re« 
erected it at his country-seat, and tiiua 
[ rescued, it from destruction! This .was 
about thirty years agd; the person wh« 
told me this, said he did not remember it, 
but had often in his childhood eaten it in 
gingerbread. Instead (^ ascendii^, you 
descend into this church, by several steps ; 
the pavement is therefore necessarily damp^ 
and, what is truly abominable, stiidcs of 
the abominations which are, in contempt 
of all decency, committed against the 
doors, and find their way dpwn. 

It is, as I have elsewhere mentioned, a 
part of the service of the English Church 
to read a portion of the scriptures, one 
chapter from the Old Testament, and ano« 
ther from the New. In common paro- 
chial churches^ the whole of the service in 
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performed bj the officiating priest, and Jie 
does this in his desk : but, in_cathedralS| 
ojie of the minor priests takes this part of 
the duty, and performs it in the middle of 
the choir t here the bible is usually placed 
upon the outsptead wings of a brazen 
0B^j the handsoinest of all their church 
Ofnainents. Such an eagle they had in 
this cathedral) and a remarkably handsome 
tone it was $ but last year the dean and 
dlmpter bought proper to «dl it^ for the 
sM^e of applying the paltry sum which it 
woiUd produce as old tn'ass in ornaments 
for the altar.--^o the eagfe went as the 
cross had goae before it* There happened 
to be a man in the city whose humour it 
& to attend service whenerer it is per« 
formed in this cathedral t on wedL days 
this is consi^ed by the piests as a mere 
msLtter of form ; and having few or none to 
attend them, they omit parts of the litur- 
jgy, and hurry oyer the rest, to get tlirough 
tbicir task as speedily as possible. During 
niaiiy years it had bee)ai the main business 

YOL, WT. ^ 
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ofkhis person to watch them, and endea- 
vour to bring them to a sense of their duty ; 
for which purpose he wrote to them when- 
ever he found them offending, and also to 
the dean and to the bishop, calling upon 
them to interfere, and see that the service of 
the church was duly performed. Hemissed 
the eagle, inquired for it, traced it to the 
brazier's, and rescued it from the fur- 
nace- Here was a fine subject for his 
zeal ! He wrote a circular letter to all the 
bishops, of which they took no notice ; 
oflfered the eagie again to the cathedral at 
the price which he had paid for it, which 
they refused, being, as might have been 
expected, obstiliate in their misconduct— 
and lastly put it up to sale *, in the hope 
that it might be purchased for some other 
church, and not utterly desecrated. What 
has been its fate I know not; but it seems 

* As the notice for this sale is not less curious than 
the occasion, I have transcribed itf^rom tbecitj news- 
paper. One of the many conveniencies attending^ the 
English coffee-honset is, that the newspapers are ffesn- 
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that the respect which the- English pay to 
their cathedrals is confined to the buildings^ 

larljr filed in thenii so tbat they may always be re- 
ferred to :*— 

THE EAGLE, 

FROM THE BRISTOL CATHEDRAU 



TO BE SOLD BT AUCTION, 

At the Exchange Coffee-room, in this City, 

On Thursday, the 2d of September, 1 801^, between the 

hours of one and two o'clock in the afternoon, 

(unless previously disposed of by private contract,) 

A BEAUTIFUL 

BRAZEN SPREAD EAGLE, 

Standing on a brass pedestal. 
Supported by four lions, one at each comer. 
This elegant piece of irorkmanshfp was sold, last 
June, by the dean and chapter of the cathedral Church 
of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, of Bristol, or 
their agents or servants, as old brass, and weighed 
6cwt. 20ib« or 6921b. and has since been purchased 
at an advanced prioe,.by. a native of this city, in order 
to prevent it being broken up, and to give the inha- 
bitants a chance of buying it. ' * 
q2 
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«nd does not extaid to any thi«g in tkenu 
At one time all the moHumental figuwB 

It irai g^ivcntothccathcdral, inthcreignofCharlet 
:1L "by one of the prebendaries, i^ho had been there 
40 yean.; and is supposed, by the following Latin in- 
scriptioD, (which was engraved an the pillar or pcdcs- 
taly) to hav<^ stood in the ohoir 1 19 yeaHi 

« Ex Dono Georgrj Williamson, S. T. B. Hujot 
j;cclc8i« CathedKalis Bristol! s Vice-Pe«aii!,1683." 
That is, 
<< The QiH of George WiUiaiiMoii« BmsMar of 
; Divinity, Sub-Dean «f this Csitbedna Cburch of Bris- 
tol, l(58a." 

The whole of the Jn^c^iptijOp,. except the figures 
1683, Jias hf»n takw uff ike pedestal, without the 
^consent of the buytr^ <wbii^ b€ l»aA«iice had re-en- 
graved. 

This piece of antiquity » wliich is of the inest ex- 
quisite shap^, is made of the best a^d^ purest bl»#s, 
8i)d well worth the attentjjoa of nifmsUr* tmich^reh^ 
warden$f or any gentleman or lady who w>uld wish to 
make a present of it to thair parish -ehuroh; leaders, 
also, to foreii^ parts, m^y find it wo^tlt tiMir .while 
to purchase, as a like qK9^ityin% m^y nmter ^Jfsr 
again* 

Such a handsome bird would be» as k|i«s hit^tpte 
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and iiascriptiotid were cut in brass : —a large 
cdHection of these, wlifch "vrere taken up 
firom: another cathedral while it was re- 
pat^> have goAe the way of the eagle, 
and been cast into candltesticks and warm- 
ing-pans.. 

The monuments in the church are nu-- 
iMfout ; that itearest the entrance is t!^ 
"finest fuid the most remarkable, as bein^ 
MrSvDraper'i», the Eliza of Sterne and of 

%tttfii, » Ttfy gf^tA ^ftometit to ibt lolddfe ai^te erf a 
church. It for many ytan stood in the choir of tlie 
firUtol cftthcdfol, and uphMvM itswingB^ Sttbred 
TruOf qf Ua Ble»scd Gaspeh The minor-caintiM 
formerly read the lessons on it, and in most cathedrals 
the custom is kepi up to this day. 

This superb image is now at King-street Hal), 
and may be inspected tlifee days preTious to the day 
M sale. 

N. B. The parcliftser olferad, pretions to any ad^ 
v^rtisement, to reiell the eagle at the prioa he paiA 
for it, proTided it ware replaced ia the dtohn whick 
offer was ngeated. 

THOMAS KIFTt^ BaasBit* 
q3 
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the Abb6 Raynal. The rhapsody about 
her, in the latter's work, is as excellent a 
specimen of every thing that is absurd, as 
it would be easy to find even in his His- 
toire Philosophique. Some parts of the ar- 
chitecture are beautiful in their kind. At 
a little distance from the church is a Saxon 
gateway : the upper part is in admirable 
preservation— the bottom has been cor- 
roded by a practice as indecent as it is sa- 
crilegious— the more to be regretted, as 
this is one of the finest specimens of the 
»tyle. 

The yieWs in the neighbourhood of this 
city are singularly pleasing. The adjoin- 
. ing village of Clifton was once the most 
beautiful village in England, and may 
now be said to be the finest suburb. Here 
too, as well as at Bath, is the dismal sight 
X)f streets and crescents which' have jiever 
Jbe^n finished^ the most dolorous of all 
ruins. It stands upon a hill above the 
river, which runs between high rocks and 
a hanging wood; a scene truly magnifi- 
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oent, and wanting nothing but clearer 
water ; the stream consists of liquid mud, 
and the banks are hideous unless the tide^ 
be fuK^ for the tide rises here not less than 
forty English feet^ The beauty of this 
scene is yearly diminishing; the rocks 
which formerly rose so immediately from 
the river side, as only to allow room for 
a path, arc u^ as quarries.^ The people 
of Bristol seem to sell every thing that can 
be sold. They sold their cross,— by what 
species of weight or measurement I know 
not,— they sold their eagle by the pound^ 
and here they are selling the sublime and 
beautiful by the boat-load ! One grand 
erag which has been left untouched shows 
what mischief has already been done. ^ 
ThSre is a cavern near the summit of this, 
of which the arch appeared remarkably 
fine as wc looked up to it from the side of 
therivef. 

I tasted their famous medicinal water 
which rises at the foot of these rocks j it - 
is tepid, and so completely without any 
. q4 
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medicinal flavour, as to be excellent water^ 
lo cases of diabetes it possesses some vir- 
tue ; for consumption, which it is usually 
prescribed for^ none whatsoever. Sevc^ 
unhappy patients, who had been sent h^e 
to die at a distance from home, were crawl* 
ing out upon the parade as if to take their 
last gasp of sunshine. It was shocking ta 
fee them, and it is shocking to hear how 
thoroughly the peopte here regard death as 
a matter of trade. The same persons who 
keep the hotels fumbh the funerals ; aiter^ 
tain patients while they aire living, and 
then, thut they may aocommbdate thcgoa 
aU thrxNigfa, bury them when they die. 
There came here % young man from the 
North, dying, with his sister to attend hinu 
The disease sometimes, when it assumes 
ltd gentlest form, seems ta terminate sud** 
denly ; and one morning, when the sister 
rose to breakfast and inquired for him, she 
found he was dead. He had e:tpired du- 
ring the night ; the people of the house said 
they thought diey might as. well not dis* 



turb hety so tticy liad laid out the body, 
dressed it in the shroud, measuted it for the 
eofiii, ami giteti all the orderB--4o tak^ 
all trouble off her hands. You t^IU think 
it scarcely possible that this scene of dis^ 
ease and death should be a place of amnse^ 
tnait, where idlers of fashion resort to 
spend the summer, mingle in the pump» 
t0om and in the ^alks with the dying, and 
ba^e their eard^parties and dances within 
hearing of every passuig bell. 

Half a century ago Bristol was in sim 
the second city in England. Manchester 
now holds that rank, and several other 
towns have outstripped it in population. 
There is less mercantile enterprise hers 
thonin any other trading English city: like 
the old Italians^ the Bristol merchants go 
<m in- the track of their fathers, and, sue* 
ceeding to enormous fortunes, find the re« 
gutot profits so great that they hav^ no 
temptation to deviate from the beaten way* 
The port is therefore yielding its- foreign < 
ttade to bolder competitors; but it will air 
a5 
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ways remain tlie centre of a great com- 
merce with the Welsh coast, with Ireland, 
and all those inland counties which com- 
municate with the Severn, a river navi- 
gable into the very heart of tlie kingdom . 

There is in the streets nothing like the 
l^ustle of London, nor like the business of 
Liverpool on the quays. The Quay, how- 
ever, is still a busy as well as a striking 
scene, and remains a noble monument of 
the old citizens, who made it in the thir- 
teenth century. On one side, the shipping, 
the bridges, the church towers, and the 
neighbouring hill, which overlooks the 
town of which it now makes a part, form 
a fine picture. On the other, there is the 
cathedral with the old trees m its front,and 
the distant country. A third view has a 
wider foreground with cranes and trees^ 
and piles of goods intermingled, shipping 
of larger size, a fine row of houses upon 
a high terrace on the opposite side, and 
apart from them the Church of St. Mary 
Redclifl, which is the finest parochial 
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church in the kingdom, and is indeed fat 
more beautiful than the cathedral. It is 
remarkable also, on this account, that it is 
• the place wherein certain poems were said 
to have been found, attributed to a priest- 
in the fifteenth century, which have oGca:- 
sioned as great a controversy as the Gra* 
nada Relicks, and withas little reason. It 
is now admitted that they were the pro- 
duction of Chatterton, the son of the sex*- 
ton of the church, who' poisoned himself 
at the age of eighteen, and is considered 
by the English as the most extraordinary 
genius • that has ever appeared among 
them; 

A" few years ago, when Kosciusko came 
to this^ city on his way to America^ 
great marks of honour were sho\fii hinr, ^ 
and many presets made him, both Irjr 
the municipality, and by individuals. — 
Among others, an honestgingerbread-bakei 
thought, as he was going to sea, nothing 
could be more acceptable to^ him than ft 
noble plom«cake for the voyage : he made 
q6 
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Um the tery best wktch could be made, 
and a valiant one it vms. It wa» as big 
as he could earr j ; and on the top> wUch 
yUnui an utml coveted with actustof sugary, 
was imttea in coloured sugar-plums — ^Ta 
tfaegaHant Kosciusko. With thisburtheik 
^iie goad man proceeded to thehonseof the^ 
American' consul, where Kosciusko was 
lodged^ and inquired for the general. He 
was toM that he was lying on the sc^ (for 
his wounds were not at that time healed), 
and was too mtich fatigued and too unwell 
to see any one. ^^ Oh l^ said the ginger-- 
fareadkbdbcr^ ^^hewo'ntbelmgryatseeiog- 
me, I warrant, so show me the way up ; 
and pushing the servi^ forward, he foU 
lowed him up stairs into the room. tVhen 
ho'H^eif^ he saw the great man whom he 
was come to honour, lying on a coach,, 
with his countenance pale, painful, and 
emacuited, yet full of benevolence, the 
•i|^t overpowered him ; he put down his 
eahe, burst into tears like a child, and ran; 
out of the toQOk without speaki]]^ asingk- 
word. 



Having set out on myreturn^ trnaturat 
impatience hurries me forward. I should 
else regret that I have not procured letters- 
to Bristol, and alfowed iii;p5df sufficient 
time to see thoroughly a city which con- 
tains many interesting objects of curiosity^ 
and of which the yiciiiitj is so exceedia^^^ 
bsottti&J. 
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Journey from Bristolto Plj/mouth. — Ad' 
vantages which the Army enjoys more 
. than the Navy. ^— Sailors. ^^ Journey to- 
. Falmouth.. 

We took oar seats on the coach roof at-- 
five in the morning, and before we got out 
of the city received positive and painful 
proof that the streets of Bristol are worse* 
paved than those of any other city inEng- 
land. The road passes by the church of 
St, Mary Redclift, which is indeed won-- 
dcrfully fine; itis built uponbroken ground, 
and there are steps ascending to it in seve- 
ral directions. I remember nothing equal 
to the effect which this produces. Women 
were filling their pitchers below it from a 
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fountain, the waterof which passes through 
the cemetery ! — The houses formed a con- 
tinued street for nearly half a league; then 
the views became very striking : behihd us , 
was the city, on one side the rocks of Clif- 
ton, and as we advanced, we came in sight 
of the Bristol Channel. We breakfasted 
five leagues on the way at Cross, a little 
village of inns ; and then entered upon the 
marshes, the greatgrazing country of these 
parts. 

Our next stage was to Bridgewater, 
where we crossed. the Parrot by a hideous 
iron bridge. This river is remarkable^ be- 
cause the tide, instead of rising gradually, 
flows in in a head,— a phaenomenon of 
which no satisfactory explanation has yet 
been discovered. From hence we proceed- 
ed to Taunton through a tract of country 
which for its fertility and beauty is the 
boast of the island. '^ Ah, sir," said a 
countryman who was on the coach beside 
us, and heard us admiring it, " we have 
a saying about these western parts> 
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** Connr&irs as iigfj a» ng^fy can be |. 
Sermttbke's better certanlj y 
But Someneteiiire is the best of tbe three, * 
And Somenetihilw is tbe cowitrj for ne.'^ 

Taunton is a siitgalarlj pretty town, 
with a chiirch of uncommon beauty «. It 
wai the greal scene of cruelty after Moni*- 
yiottth's iiKurreetion against bis uncle 
Jataes II., the greater number of tbe insurw 
gents being of this county . One of tbe -pti^ 
soners who was noted for being fleet e£ 
tooi^ was promised his life, if he would en- 
tedain Kirke the geneml with a display of 
his speed. He stripped himself naked ; one 
Old of a rope was fastened round his nedky. 
Iheodier round the neck of a hot%e^ and 
tiiey ran half a mile together, the hoifse gor- 
ing full speed. When the general had 
Inb^h sufficiently amused, and had gratified 
his curiosity, he sent tbe man to be banged. 
Judge Jefferies, whose name isbecon^e pn>* 
-retbially infamous, went round to finish 
Us work, and condemn all whom the 
soldiers bad spared. The rcbd peasantry* 
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were hanged up by stores^ their quartern 
boiled iii pitch, and set up in the streeto 
and highways. James wotkld not perhaps 
so easily have lost his crown, if he had not 
alienated the htorts of the people by these 
merciless execultoiffi. Kirke escaped all 
other earthly punishmait than that of Iket**^ 
ing his name handed down frOJti iedhex ix> 
8€»i for et^erlasting extcmHim^ by abandons 
ifig the master whom be had sesyed 8» 
wickedly, and joining WiUiain. The 
jadge received a part of his reward in this 
world : after the flight of the king, he aU 
tempted to escape in sailor^s ck^bes, and 
ti^e mob discorered bim. They were pr»*. 
Tented from pulling him to pkces itpen die 
»pot, iMit before he was rescued they haft 
.so handled him thai he just lived te be 
three days in dying. Popular fiir^ Ims^ 
like lightning, more frequently strudk tbe 
4anocent than the guilty ; but when it &m 
strike the guilty it comes like lightinvgi, a». 
God's own yeugeanee, and leaves behiad- 
9 more^ly and wholeson)^ awe, than mi$r 
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legal execution j how solemn soever it be 
madct. 

After dinner we advanced a league and 
lialf to Wellington, where I saw a fine lad 
who had lost both legs by the frost in 
17985— a melancholy proof of the severity 
of the climate, even in the mi\,dest part of 
England. Coliumpton^ a poorer and smaller 
town, is three leagues farther, and another 
stage of the same length brought me once 
more to Exeter. 

Whoever has once travelled the straight 
^oad from Exeter to Falmouth will have 
no inclination to travel it again. Plymouth 
lay about ten leagues out of the way, and 
it would always have been a subject of re^ 
gret to me if I had. not now lengthened 
my journey for the sake of seeing so fa- 
mous a* place. The stage was full : luckily 
a naval officer was inquiring for a place at 
the samQ time, so we took chaise toge- 
ther. 
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Cliudleigh was the ^ first stage: about 
three hundred French prisoners were 
crowded here into a temporary prison, 
on their way to Bristo}. We saw them 
looking through some wooden bars at 
what was passing. Ashburton the next. 
Devonshire is certainly a fine country, 
but by no means * deserving of the enco- 
niriiums which are passed upon it ; those 
travellers who praise it so highly must 
either have come from Cornwall, or 
have slept through Somersetshire. Its 
rivers indeed are beautiful, clear, vocal, 
$tony streams, with old bridges dangerously 
narrow, and angles in them, like the corners 
of an English mince pie, for the foot-pa»> 
senger to lake shelter in. From Ashbur^ 
ton we reached Ivy Bridge by another easy 
stage: this is a very (celebrated spot for 
its picturesque beauty, but why it should 
be so would be diflicult to say. — A com- 
mon little bridge, over a beautiful brook, 
which runs down a little glen, on the 
banks of which are town-looking houses 
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iastead ot cottages^— that kind of scene^ 
of which j if you h^d never heaixl of it, you 
would just say it is pretty,— bnt whidi, if 
it has been previously praised, cannot but 
be seen with disappointment. 

From hence to Plymouth was lljniles^ 
the latter part through a beautifol country. 
There are two distinct towns here, Ply- 
moath and Plymouth Dock, connected by 
ft causey^ and both places as ugly as can 
well be imagined. They are so called from 
the river Plym, which rises in the Devon- 
fiJiiie hills ; and, a^ an English author says, 
toptianng Plymston and Plymstock by 
the way, empties itsdf here into the sea* 
} know not whether there be any more in* 
tercj^ting anecdote connected with the 
neighbourhood than the* story of a dog, 
who daily carried food to an old blind 
mastijBf which lay hid in a thicket without 
tiie town, regularly on Sundays conveyed 
him to hismaster^s bouse to dinner, and as 
regularly afterwards escorted him back to. 
hh covCTt. 
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J could not see the docb.-^Tbis jea« 
lowy on the part of Goyernxnent I could 
not blame, tj^pugh it deprived me of some 
gratification^ The streels are smarming 
mth ^ilprs. This extraordinary race oi 
mm hold the soldiers in utter ccmten^t, 
Tvhich, with their characteicistic fcMfce, they 
€K|»reiss hy thistscaleofcomparison, — Mess- 
i»ate before ship-mate, ship^mate before 
a stsan^r, astranger before a dog, and a. 
dog b^re a sol^r. 

There are howeiFer some things, as I 
learnt from our fellow-traveller, in which 
Hie army enjoy advantages which are not 
estended to the navy . Wherever the sol- 
diers go, each regiment takes with it its 
paymaster; but sailors ^ and marines ai;^ 
never paid any where except in England, 
howevCT long they may be absent. Upon 
the marines this. is particularly hard, as 
there is a practice of ^drafting them out 
of vessels which are. going home into those 
w^ich are to remain upon the foreign sta- 
tion. This 16 done to keep i^ the com-' 
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plemeat, because no men are fcHPced into 
this^ as they aie into thenayy service^ and 
no addition is made to it abroad, unless 
any prisoners should enter, which the 
Dutch soldiers frequently do. *' I knew," 
said this officer, ^* a private marine who 
had been nine years on a foreign station, 
and neyer reoeivedone farthingof pay ; and 
he would have been drafted again into ano- 
ther ship still to remain there, if the captain 
had not stated to the commander-in-chief 
that he was quite blind at night, a com* 
mon disease within the tropics." This is 
one reason why so many men in those 
seas desert from the English ships to the 
American. 

If a regiment loses its baggage, the 
oiOicers are allowed a sum for it in pro- 
portion to their rank ; and the allowance 
is.so liberal, that in many" instances tbfiix 
loss is a great gain. No such indulgence 
^is granted in the navy, though there is 
more cause for it, the baggage of a JCtavy 
officer bding far more yaluable. The 
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ship is his house and home; it is not 
with him merely the loss of a travelling 
portmanteau ; he has his books, his charts, 
his instruments, and his cabin furniture^ 
and it would require many years of oeco- 
nomy before these could be replaced from 
the savings of his pay. 

In another instance the English are 
strangely parsimonous to their navy. Other 
nations supply their men of war with 
charts, made for the express purpose; but 
when an English ship is ordered abroad, it 
not (infrequently happens, tliat n9 good 
charts of the place where it is going are on 
board, and the master is obliged to buy 
such as he can find, and such as he can af« 
jford. Neither are time^pieces provided 
for ships of war ; though few valuable 
merchantmen are without them.—- This 
is strange' parsimony in so enlightened a 
government ;-:— assuredly it ought to pro- 
vide every thing which is necessary for 
the ship^s safety* 

The organization of this tremendous 
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navy h a sabjeist of great iaterait to otlMir 
maritime powers. No person can reodivt 
a commiMOB till he lias passsd six jears 
ia aetm^ service as a midsbipmaH) and 
gaoeibroiighaneswH^iiiatioabfifoKeahoard 
of oiHectB in Iioadon ; wbo oertaiQly rgect 
him, if he is not well aoquaiatod with Jm 
tiiity. Of late yean saisk prodigiaus ghxry 
has beenobtamed ia tiw^Eaglish aary, aad 
such laifeiartttMs fiipidly awamidnlid, 
Umi the- hi^ier classes destiat their xUk 
dr^n lo^tlHS prafisssion, ivhich wasianBBvIjr 
Ml alaMfit wholly to the poople, huA iiaw 
treU &%h mmepoiised il. This is aal 
tiktAmenlA to A&seir^ioein aay^tiiev way^ 
ttaBfihat^tfaey are appoinicd to afiomnumd' 
tl too-taily an age. The severe educatvM 
lAiob is required, and nsrver dispensed 
nHh, nmkes them aecesKirily and^fstaad 
tli«ir profession, and gives tiiem, whattyer 
BKiy have been thek/foMMrhabite ai lih^ 
tha true saSnr chacattter. Henoe il is Aai 
they ate so infinitely sop6aior4xitlieamy 
offioeas^ mho me kk geaaai igaoraat of 



iny thing lipfetiiM iim ooouiittiioiitiku^ 
nftbepamdo. 

After tbe aacWiipmBii iue p^taidlrtft^iit* 
miiiprtioit if he has any iotmsl, (ivillioat 
ivliiph 9ptbuig ift.Boir to f» ^Mftiiied in 
£oglMid,>^itHi(Bddlieateittit$^ ifrofftitklt 
iranik be n^ si mq^ Ikaa h% f nmieM^b 
di»t of conli9udar, or of port-captaiiii 
tritbinrat Ae latBiiiidHftte Bt^^ /]%epo8t« 
€»(ltoiw ]»eaoni& adBiimb aiKMidteg^ to 
iiioriljr. TUftflgrdia^rf'aeniwiljoiiglrifo 
befomiifd^to koMi good in lii«iiirfbr&fr 
$tofe9.<u;d]taldMiiieftam* It ifto«M fleeDi 
IBflpe q^tfO)!^ «Bd nioie ii4sis tiMt cvef^ 
«iSearritoidd in aiue of renchfaig tl|» ittO: 
qf.^(wmni»wlpr» beoMse^ teirtii^ pftMd Ub 
jiouth in tfae MneMse^ the motion onw l^li 
the ipegis of ^jCQinfitttoMc lUbtistaKtt&i 
Wi iige« Qi» the oOpr hand, dhwrab 
jt^m^ t« idbnew £)pra. Aoie o 
iingttiahfld! afaili^«. 

i:v«7 h^4B4[BtU4heMomi^!^ IM^ 
.gmfPorsMi fir tfaeamry. IhMH^Mh 
vol. mj It 
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it asserted^ Umi when Lord Keppd iras at 

the head of the Admimtty, k was officially 

cal<iulitod and asceitaiBed, tUatevery prest 

nia&iod|rt above lOQf; ancb was the expend 

of pvMpigangs^catteiB^ tenders, &;c. Sni^ 

ly^ if this statement appibaclied even to 

, jbrnth) the evil iFonld have been remedied; 

YoUake has the merit of having^SUsco- 

.veied Ae physical caiise of the snperioiity 

of the Skglish at's^. The natives of tibe 

So«th of Europe navigate smiDoth aims^— 

.those of the North are frosen Bp diirii% 

.vinler ; butthe Englidi seas are opta aM 

the yaar^ Mid are navigated in long^birit 

^tlopsy: ]i%htH ^^^ nothiiig biit great 

;SkiU . and incMsltnt exeition can pmierVe 

{thd vfssd. Hence arises a degve^ c^ coiw 

lAiknee in their sailors, which is aknost 

^inoNdihle!; the .gf eater the danger; ihe 

gfefOcr is their activky: iaateadiB^sbtinli^ 

,ing from tdH^everyman/isii^ His post j^^ 

.hstr|i«riii^fiii(kiiiiBfi«ite|br<ibeir delt- 

vvsatfe^. 4ieyal«mtwoKkjaBMda$ tod*. 



l^et iheimelyeB,, md/inBlBail of pfepat« 
ii|f f<Nr 4Mth, starain every Miem toavoUK 
it* Added to tbbcoii£dmce,'the]r*liave* 
ajteo in war that which atises^ from oonstliiil' 
sitpeess. TheEnglifth sailor fedfr that he 
is Blaster of ^ the seas. Wliatever he seen 
is to do him homage. He is always on ther 
look-outy not' With the fear (rf* an enemy be« 
fisre his eyes, but like a strong pirate with 
the hope of gain; and when going into 
action, with an e^ual, or even a superior 
fyne^ he calculates his profits as certainly 
a» if the enemy were already taken.-^ 
** There," said the master of a frigate, 
vhen the captain did hot choose to engage 
ar superior French force, because he had a 
^OHivoy fa charge — « There," said be with 
a groan, ^* there's seven hundred pounds 
lost t» me for ever*"— As fm fear, it is not 
ih their, nature; One of these men went to 
Me.a.jaggieT exhibit his tricks r there bap* 
peoed to be a ^lantity of gun-powder in 
tkejipvtmieiit^ underneath, which took 

r2' 
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$m nA bleir «9 the bcfoae* TbetrnMrn 

ke ftlIwith(HitbeiBK ]iiiit--4Ie 6«telbhfid 
his anot rad jfBgs, «ot Hp> $ho0kUMMl4 
ndribed hii eyes^ ud then cried out y wn * 
ipifihg what had happened ter he Mfy * 
fsert 0t Ae perfonnaaee^ eid pBtkeAf 
nMng to gd ihf oog^fa tbelfAoHr*-^^ D^<4 
tbrftUow^ I wander wlMit the de?iihe« 
dojiei:tr 

A slow and uacomfortrirte «lagd-oa«di 
cwrjed us fipomTor^poiai^ wfateh i^ on thor 
western side of PlynMnitii hmjbotfr, to Fifl*^ 
mftith^ through the towns ci Liskessd/ 
Lostwithiel, a pretty plaoe wMi Kit sbited* 
roo6 and its siogalar church toita^, St^^ 
Austdi, and Truro. We are now eA Ae* 
seme inn and in the saioe room nt whidi 
I waftledgedwithJ.onournrrinl. Ilndi 
then the ddji^tfnl and etiirin^ pleBsuiw 
of enpectntioni I here now msfecper joy 
in ibd hope of seon setting foot id ngrbwi 
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Muntry, and being welcomed in my fii^ 
tber'fl house. Bat I have left dear friends 
whom I shall never behold again, and am 
departingfrom a land in which I have en^* 
jojed as much happiness as man can pos* 
nUy enjoy in any other state than that 
of dovgiestic tranquillity. 



THE END* 
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